	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 45th session 




APPLICATION DEADLINE: 24 AUGUST 2020 AT 12:00 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/844739 
and 
(2) application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/HRC45.aspx)  

· Once fully completed, the Word application form should be submitted by email to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org
· A maximum of up to three optional reference letters may be attached to the email (in Word or PDF format). 

· No additional documents (e.g. CVs, resumes or supplementary reference letters) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 
· Please note that an application will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.

· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx and https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/BasicInformationSelectionIndependentExperts.aspx      
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: FRIAS CRUZ                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1982

	2. First (given) name: ALVARO                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: BUCARAMANGA, SANTANDER

	3. Other name, if any:                                                                     
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): COLOMBIAN

	4. Gender: MALE                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality:      


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

I have studies in law, philosophy and theology in National University of Colombia and Pontifical Xavierian University at Bogotá. I have worked in human rights organizations as a lawyer and defender of victims of violations of human rights in judicial processes in Republic of Colombia. In these processes, I have accompanied and promoted the criminal investigation of cases of enforced disappearance in other crimes in civil war in Colombia, committed by guerrilla groups, paramilitaries and State agents. In this work, I continue to working with the families of the victims from a legal, psychological and forensic perspective in the process of dignified delivery of corpses identified by genetic DNA matching for criminal justice authorities. I have fought for rights to truth, justice and the reparation of victims of forced disappearance have been my work as a legal adviser and public defender in processes in the transitional justice experiences that have been developed in Colombia with armed groups responsible for crimes against humanity. I speak and write spanish and english fluently in both. 
2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights and particularly in the area of the mandate. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights and particularly in the area of the mandate. (Please state years of experience.)

I have worked for ten years like a lawyer and human rights defender in cases of enforced disappearance in civil war in Colombia. I have also done advanced studies in human rights and international humanitarian law.

INTERNATIONAL COURSES -Course "Constitutional Block". Supreme Court of Justice of the Nation. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Mexico and Human Rights Commission of the Federal District. Mexico DF. July 29, 2018.

-International Dialogue on enforced disappearance: a regional perspective. Francisco José de Caldas District University - IPAZUD and Orlando Fals Borda Socio-legal Collective. Bogotá, DC. July 3, 4 and 5, 2018.

- Training and partner exchange on United Nations Human Rights Council, Treaty Bodies and Universal Periodic Review. Swedish Fellowship of Reconciliation (SweFOR) and International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) Geneva, Switzerland. September 19-26, 2015.

- Basic Course in International Humanitarian Law. Colombian Red Cross and International Committee of the Red Cross. (30 hours) Bogotá, DC. March 2015.

- Truth Commissions and Peace Processes: International Experiences and Challenges for Colombia. ICTJ -Kofi Annan Foundation. Bogota, DC. February 25, 2015.

3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

Internationally, I have been a legal advisor and petitioner for precautionary measures and legal advisor in contentious cases before the Inter-American Human Rights System (Court and Commission.), Regional bodies and treaties, of human rights for Latin America. I have accompanied, from the civil society advocacy, being a lawyer and human rights defender, dialogue processes with the United Nations Rapporteur for Extrajudicial Executions, Mrs. Agnes Callamard and participated in the meetings of the International Criminal Court in Colombia regarding the cases known as false positives, extrajudicial executions committed by members of the military. Nationally, I have participated in judicial processes in cases of victims of forced disappearance in the criminal, military, and disciplinary justice. Also in transitional justice of armed groups of the extreme left and extreme right, accompanying Colombian families in their demands for truth, justice and reparation in the face of human rights violations. During my experience as a Claretian missionary, I was with Afro-Colombian, indigenous and peasant communities, who are in the middle of the armed conflict in my native country, Colombia. In this experience, I had to carry out pastoral work and human rights in communities with the presence of armed actors with guerrilla groups such as the FARC, ELN and paramilitary groups, of the AUC, in humanitarian work.
4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that the candidate has written or public statements, or pronouncements that the candidate has made or events participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: SANTANDER TAMBIEN FUE "TEATRO MACABRO" DE FALSOS POSITIVOS - SANTANDER WAS ALSO "THEATER MACABRO" OF FALSE POSITIVES
Journal/Publisher: La Silla Vacia, Colombia
Date of publication: 2019
Web link, if available: https://lasillavacia.com/silla-llena/red-santandereana/santander-tambien-fue-teatro-macabro-de-falsos-positivos-71905
2. Title of publication: HAY QUE BUSCAR A LAS PERSONAS DESAPARECIDAS DEL MAGDALENA MEDIO - WE HAVE TO LOOK FOR PEOPLE VICTIMS OF FORCED DISAPPEARANCE OF THE MAGDALENA RIVER
Journal/Publisher: La Silla Vacia, Colombia
Date of publication: 2017
Web link, if available: https://lasillavacia.com/silla-llena/red-santandereana/historia/hay-que-buscar-las-personas-desaparecidas-del-magdalena-medio
3. Title of publication: TENDENCIAS, DESAFIOS Y RIESGOS EN LA DEFENSA DE DERECHOS HUMANOS EN EL AÑO 2013 - 

TRENDS, CHALLENGES AND RISKS IN THE DEFENSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE YEAR 2013.

Journal/Publisher: JUSTAPAZ
Date of publication: 2013
Web link, if available: https://redprodepaz.metabiblioteca.com/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=2179
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words):      
4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that the candidate may have participated in relation to the mandate applied for, in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Catholic church and human rights in Colombia in the search for memory and the fight against oblivion and impunity - Academic event
Event organizer: UNIVERSITY OF MAGDALENA - SANTA MARTA  - COLOMBIA
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: November 10 - 2017
Web link, if available: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SD9xyRR4elUHW2hSXw_EcogxX9js50NM/view?usp=sharing
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: The role of historical memory in cases of enforced disappearances in Santander: a normative and judicial perspective - Academic event
Event organizer: UNIVERSITY OF SAN GIL - SAN GIL - COLOMBIA
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: October 13 - 2016
Web link, if available: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wciqwQ9bQQuHSviOgJbZmN0QGJ_h7QxE/view?usp=sharing
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: The rights of victims of enforced disappearance in the Peace Accords between the Government of Colombia and FARC - Academic event.
Event organizer: UNIVERSITY OF SAINT BONAVENTURE - BOGOTÁ - COLOMBIA
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: August 27 - 2019
Web link, if available: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mctZdjlFnQFH0BVYtKiY1yVSaraUEaeA/view?usp=sharing
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words):      
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approximately three months per year to the work of a mandate. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
YES
6. NOMINATION FOR THE MANDATE
Indicate whether the candidate has been nominated by (check all that apply): 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual nominations (indicate this if the candidate is self-nominating)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Regional Groups operating within the United Nations human rights systems
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 International organizations or their offices
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-governmental organizations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National human rights institutions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other human rights bodies
Name of the nominating entity and additional information about the nomination (use if applicable, for third-party nominations only) (200 words):

     
III. Motivation Letter 
(600 word limit. Must be typed in the space below and not sent in a separate email or as an attachment. To be drafted and signed (i.e. with a typed signature) by the candidate himself/herself even if nominated by another entity.)
Bogotá, DC. August 19, 2020

The purpose of this letter is to present my reasons and feelings in my application to be a Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea.

I was born in 1982 and grew up in Barrancabermeja (Santander) in Republic of Colombia. My parents taught me the love for my homeland and the justice we should seek for the less favored. My father Alvaro was a doctor and my mother was a teacher. I did my high school studies at the San Pedro Claver Seminary where I graduated as an academic bachelor. Later, I joined the Congregation of the Missionaries Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, commonly known as Claretian Missionaries. I studied philosophy and theology at Pontifical Xaverian University in Bogotá. In 2005 I entered the Law School of the National University of Colombia where I obtained the title in Bachelor of Law (LLB) in July 2011. Later I made a Specialization in constitutional law between 2012 and 2013. Further studies Master in Philosophy in Pontifical Xaverian University, in the process of qualification. In my work experience, I have worked as a lawyer for human rights organizations and I have accompanied the Colombian State in policies of demobilization, disarmament and reinstatement of persons linked to illegal armed groups work  with the National Center for Historical Memory (CNMH) and the Special Jurisdiction for Peace – (JEP).

During this time I have dedicated my work to the defense and judicial representation of victims of enforced disappearances for armed groups, in judicial proceedings for human rights violations, both in NGOs and in public policies of demobilization, disarmament and reintegration with entities of the Colombian State. I have acquired capabilities in strategic litigation before Colombian and inter-American jurisdiction. Similarly, I have accompanied the process of the legal defense system in the framework of Peace Agreements signed between the Government of Colombia and the former FARC-EP. Also, I have been a tutor in universities in Colombian constitutional law. I consider this application as a fundamental and transcendental aspect of my life project as a Colombian, lawyer and human rights defender. 

My interest in to be a Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea is based on three reasons. The first is my status as a human rights defender and a Colombian. The second is to advance in working and learning about human rights with a global reality perspective that will help strengthen and deepen my skills acquired in my work as a human rights defender. The third, because I consider it essential, after ten years of graduation as a lawyer, to have a space, reflection and work time in the face of the challenges of human rights it represents for building a democracy, with social justice, dignity and truth in the world.

For this reason I consider me as a suitable candidate for Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, convinced that the group’s approach will contribute to Eritrea as lawyer and human rights advocate, and at the same time, with a sensitive man who knows first hand the challenges faced by citizens  in a society struck between peace and war. 

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: SPANISH
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: EASILY
Write: Easily or not easily: EASILY
Speak: Easily or not easily: EASILY
French: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      

Russian: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: EASILY
Write: Easily or not easily: EASILY
Speak: Easily or not easily: EASILY
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating the type of degree and field of study, and whether full- or part-time; for example, Masters in Law, University of XXX, part-time, 1975-1977, city and country). If space in the table is insufficient, more than one degree may be listed in a single row below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of degree, field of study and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003; for ongoing education, please put, for example, 2018-present):
	Place and country:

	MASTERS IN PHILOSOPHY, PHILOSOPHY, PONTIFICAL XAVIERIAN UNIVERSITY (part-time).
	2015-2017
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	SPECIALIZATION IN CONSTITUTIONAL LAW, NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBIA (Full-time).
	2012-2013
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	BACHELOR OF LAWS, LAW SCHOOL. NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBIA (Full-time).
	2005-2011
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY,THEOLOGY, PONTIFICAL XAVIERIAN UNIVERSITY (Part-time).
	2002-2003
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	     
	     
	     


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with the candidate’s current (most recent) occupation. Also indicate whether positions held were full-time or part-time. If space in the table is insufficient, more than one position may be listed in a single row below, separating them by a blank line.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full- or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005; for ongoing activities, please put e.g. 2018-present):
	Place 
and country:

	SPECIAL JURISDICTION FOR PEACE (Government agencies)- Legal Adviser and Public Defender. (Full-time).
	2018-2019
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	ORLANDO FALS BORDA LAWYERS COLLECTIVE CORPORATION (NGO)- Legal Adviser and Public defender- (Full-time).
	2017-2018
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	NATIONAL CENTER FOR HISTORICAL MEMORY (Government agencies) - Legal Adviser. (Full-time).
	2014-2017
	BOGOTA, AGUACHICA, BARRANCABERMEJA, COLOMBIA

	MENNONITE ASSOCIATION FOR JUSTICE, PEACE AND NONVIOLENT ACTION (NGO). Legal Adviser.(Full-time).
	2013-2014
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	JOSE ALVEAR RESTREPO LAWYERS COLLECTIVE CORPORATION (NGO) - Legal Adviser and Public Defender.(Full-time).
	2012-2013
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	COLOMBIAN SCHOOL OF REHABILITATION (Private university)- Instructor - Constitutional Law (Part-time). 
	2015
	BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

	INDUSTRIAL UNIVERSITY OF SANTANDER (Public University) - Instructor - Constitucional Law (Part-time).
	2017
	BARRANCABERMEJA, COLOMBIA


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
NO
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

NO
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

NO
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (Please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation.)
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
YES
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
     
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf. The candidate’s name below should match how it is entered on the first page of the form and in the online survey. 

I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org). 
Please review the application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: ALVARO FRIAS CRUZ
Date: 19/09/2020
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality must be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English or French only, the two working languages of the United Nations Secretariat. The application form will be used as received to prepare the public list of eligible candidates who applied for the vacancy. The application forms of eligible candidates will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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