	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD
Vacancy of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers arising out of resignation of current mandate holder on 31 August 2016
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council



How to apply: 
The entire application process consists of two parts: 1. online survey and 2. application form in Word format. Both parts and all sections of the application form need to be completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. 
First part: Online survey (http://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/454382?lang=en) is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. 
Second part: Application form in Word can be downloaded from http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/addvac.aspx by clicking on the mandate. It should be fully completed and saved in Word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words. The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public website. 

Once fully completed (including Section VII), the application form in Word should be submitted to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org (by email). A maximum of up to three reference letters (optional) can be attached in Word or pdf format to the email prior to the expiration of the deadline. No additional documents, such as CVs, resumes, or supplementary reference letters beyond the first three received will be accepted. 
Please note that for Working Group appointments, only citizens of States belonging to the specific regional group are eligible. Please refer to the list of United Nations regional groups of Member States at http://www.un.org/depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml
· Application deadline: 4 october 2016 (12 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME / gMT) 
· No incomplete or late applications will be accepted. 

· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 
General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 

In case of technical difficulties, or if encountering problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  or fax at + 41 22 917 9008.
You will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by email.


Thank you for your interest in the work of the Human Rights Council.
I. PERSONAL DATA

II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)
Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)
20 years experience as a magistrate, including judge, adviser to the French Ministry of Justice and as a seconded national expert to the European Commission and now Senior Judge at Lyon Court of Appeal.
Constant experience of independent and impartial investigation, in particular as regards serious and transnational crime, protection of rights and fundamental freedoms and human rights in cooperation with the cooperation of lawyers.
Experience in judicial practice, law making process, comparative law, monitoring of the legislative implementation work and support for reforms.
A PhD in law in the field of patent law on a subject open to the philosophy of law and biomedical ethics. Active in scientific research and edition.
An excellent command of English both oral and written, in addition to French as their mother tongue, and acquired in Arabic and Spanish.
2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)
Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

Under the French Constitution and the Declaration of Human Rights, I exercised, particularly in criminal law, as guardian of individual liberties (more than 10 years).
As national expert to the Council of Europe on nationality I dealt with a major issue related to fundamental rights.
As seconded national expert I have contributed to the drafting and negotiation of 7 major instruments for strengthening procedural rights in the European Union, including the Directive on access to a lawyer.
These experiences induce knowledge of international instruments on human rights and the jurisprudence of international courts (4 years).
3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)
Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)
Nearly 10 practice for the Ministry of Justice, the Council of Europe and the European Commission.
Nearly 15 years of research work in several areas related to the human rights: strengthening fundamental rights, fight against terrorism, data protection and fight against cybercrime and judicial cooperation.
Nearly 15 years of experience in training judges, lawyers and legal professionals within the framework of support for the rule of law, reform of the judicial system and strengthening the independence of the judiciary and lawyers.
4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS

Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: Dernières directives relatives aux droits procéduraux
Journal/Publisher: AJ Pénal Dalloz
Date of publication: June 2016
Web link, if available:      
2. Title of publication: Le médecin et la mort, le juge et la vie. A propos de l'affaire Vincent Lambert
Journal/Publisher: Lamy droit de la santé
Date of publication: april 2014
Web link, if available:      
3. Title of publication: La direction relative à l'accès à l'avocat et au droit de communiquer après l'arrestation
Journal/Publisher: Lamy Droit pénal des Affaires / Lamy droit des affaires
Date of publication: november 2013 / january 2014
Web link, if available:      
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words):      
The issue of human rights is also addressed in my thesis "the patentability of elements and products of the human body", and in the books "The challenges of living", "the public health trial," "Europe, two criminal laws "which I am the author or that I led the development.
Articles published regularly since 2003 concerning public health, the protection of fundamental rights, the fight against the most serious forms of crime (terrorism, piracy, financial crime, cyber crime), and reform of legal systems.
4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Annual Congress of the the investigating judges association 2015
Event organizer: Investigating judges association
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 2015
Web link, if available:      
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: training at the Luxembourg Judicial Academy - The reference for a preliminary ruliong befor the Court of the European Union
Event organizer: European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA)
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 2013
Web link, if available:      
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Evaluation mission for French technical assistance to Yemen
Event organizer: French Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 2004
Web link, if available:      
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words):      Since 2003, I have regularly agreed to contribute to the training of magistrates shares, lawyers and legal professionals, in France, in Europe, Latin America and Asia.
These trainings focused on the reform of legal systems, the exchange of best practices and experience, the transfer of knowledge acquired in international forums (European Commission, Council of Europe).
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)
to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate.)
I immediately available for work in Geneva and fully flexible to go to New York for the General Assembly. I am also fully available to move me in the mission framework under special procedure visits. I find it perfectly possible to spend three months a year on these activities.
III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)
I have twenty years experience as a French magistrate in investigating judge, adviser to the Ministry of Justice, an expert at the European Commission in particular with regard to fundamental rights and judicial reform, my continued investment in education and scientific research in various branches of law are in my view essential assets. In this experiment, adds a doctorate in law in 2001 awarded by the University of Paris 8.

I am convinced that it is good that justice when the defense can fully exercise its role, and be able to discuss on equal terms. It is indeed fair trial without free and independent defense with respect for the rule of law in particular as regards the right to a fair trial. Our systems can be improved and as such will evolve, both in terms of raising citizens' demands, strengthening the international legal framework, due in particular to the Charter and secondary law of the United Nations, that the changes in specific contexts of judicial decisions.

I want to continue to contribute, within the framework of the Council of Human Rights, in promoting the rule of law and the guarantee of fundamental rights and freedoms, particularly through the independence of judges and lawyers as resulting of the United Nations Charter, the universal Declaration of Human rights, and secondary legislation.

The fundamental interaction between the independence of the judiciary and the bar appears absolutely obvious to me. It is the heart of my duty as Senior Judge at the Lyon Court of Appeal where I contribute to the respect of procedural rules and fundamental rights.

I could also contribute to the reform of EU law to strengthen procedural safeguards for suspects or accused in particular of the said Directive "access to a lawyer." I also enjoyed the exchange with other international organizations, civil society and other stakeholders.

I also participated in the evaluation of judicial systems of countries applying for EU and contribution to the modernization of foreign legal systems (Montenegro, FYROM, Croatia, etc.), and the training of judges and lawyers provided in Europe, South America, and Asia.

On the academic and scientific, I obtained a doctorate in law in 2001. Thereafter, I conducted many scientific projects such as writing books (alone, as director, or as contributions) and legal articles on various branches of law, the management of a collection at the Bruylant editor (Brussels ), or being Vice-Chair of a think tank focused particularly on issues of justice.

My skills acquired and developed to support these different functions or activities give me the legitimacy and the ability to assess the independence of the judiciary and lawyers, lead (in line with the key stakeholders) the investigations required for any complaints, provide answers to them, and to work in the service of the Council of human rights, including reporting the results of all the work. I wish to continue to contribute to the strengthening of justice, the rule of law and peace.

During the four years to the European Commission, I was required to work in oral and written English, including the drafting of legislative proposals, reports, speeches. I am therefore able to easily work in that language. I also had the opportunity to learn Spanish in addition to German and Arabic that I have studied in the past.
IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: French
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:
Arabic: Yes or no: YES   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily: not easily
Write: Easily or Not easily: not easily
Speak: Easily or Not easily: not easily
Chinese: Yes or no: NO   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: easily
French: Yes or no: YES   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: easily

Russian: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: easily
Write: Easily or not easily: not easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: not easily
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD

NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher).

	Name of degree and name of academic institution:
	Years of attendance
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	PhD in law
	2001
	Paris / France

	Master 2
	1994
	Lyon / France

	Master 1
	1991
	Lyon / France

	Licence
	1990
	Lyon / France


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one. 

	Name of employer,

functional title,

main functions of position:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place and country:

	Ministère de la Justice / Court of Appeal
	2015-
	Lyon / France

	European Commission
	2011-2015
	Bruxelles / Belgium

	Ministère de la Justice / Tribunal de Grande Instance de Nanterre
	2007-2011
	Nanterre / France

	Ministère de la Justice / Tribunal de Grande Instance
	2003-2007
	Paris / France


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on his/her behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
NO
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:
NO
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:
NO
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.

Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
YES
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
I suspend any current work and suspend any activity or mandate may interfere with the mandate that would be entrusted to me by the Council of Human Rights
****
1. Family name: � FORMTEXT ��CASSUTO�                                                                       �
6. Year of birth: � FORMTEXT ��  1969  ��
�
2. First name: � FORMTEXT �� Thomas    �                                                                     �
7. Place of birth: � FORMTEXT �� LYON / FRANCE    ��
�
3. Maiden name (if any): � FORMTEXT ��     �                                                               �
8. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): � FORMTEXT �� FRANCE    ��
�
4. Middle name: � FORMTEXT ��     �                                                                            �
9. Any other nationality: � FORMTEXT ��   NO  ��
�
5. Sex:  � FORMCHECKBOX �� Male      � FORMCHECKBOX �� Female�
�
�
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