Second Part:  Word APPLICATION FORM FOR SPECIAL PROCEDURES MANDATE HOLDERS

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of living and the right to non-discrimination in that context

How to start the application process: 

- The application process has been split into 2 parts, the first part is a Web-based survey and the second part is an application form in word which can be downloaded, completed and returned by email. Both parts and all sections of the application form should be filled in for the application to be processed. 

The first part, i.e. the Web-based survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate/s applying for and nominating entity. The web-based survey should only be completed once, i.e. multiple selection allowed to indicate if the candidate is applying for more than one mandates. 

This is the second part, i.e. of the application form in Word which can be downloaded, completed and saved in word format and then submitted as an attachment by email. Information provided in this form, includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words, will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will be made available to concerned parties, including through the OHCHR Internet. 

Once completed the application form in Word should be submitted by email to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org 

If the candidate is applying for more than one mandates, an application form needs to be completed and sent for each mandate. 
· A maximum of 3 reference letters can be attached, in pdf format, to the application sent by email. No additional document is required. 
· Application Deadline: 31 OCTOBER 2013 (midnight, GMT). 
· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

If encountering technical difficulties, you may contact us by email: hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  or fax: + 41 22 917 9011
An acknowledgment will be sent when we receive both parts of the application process, i.e. the information through the web-based survey and the application form through email.

I. PERSONAL DATA 
	Family Name:      Murillo                                                                       
	Sex:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female

	First Name:           Fernando                                                                     
	Date of birth ( d-MMM-yy): 12-ene-66

	Maiden name (if any):                                                                     
	Place of birth: Buenos Aires

	Middle name: Nestor                                                                            
	Nationality(please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Argentina

	
	Any other nationality:      


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE/QUALIFICATION/KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence/qualifications/knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
	QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

	My qualifications include a doctorate (2005) in architecture and urbanism, a master degree (1998) in urban & regional planning and a title of architect (1989) at the University of Buenos Aires. Additionally, I have completed other post-graduate studies (1996-2001) in the field of human resource development, and informal settlements at the Institute for Housing and Urban Studies in Rotterdam. I have work experience as a research director (2005-13) and coordinator for a regional network (2003-05) assessing the impact of globalization on the right to decent housing in Mercosur cities. 

My professional career extends to Latin America, Africa and the Middle East. My work has focused on projects targeting habitat production in post-conflict countries, sheltering displaced populations, informal settlement upgrade and prevention through urban planning. I have been advocating and reporting on project and program progress and final outputs and outcomes in my work at international agencies. I was awarded the “Best Paper” prize (2010 Routledge-UN Habitat) with “Private-public partnership, the compact city, and social housing: Best practice for whom?” reflecting on the results of housing strategies to address the right to decent housing in Buenos Aires. 

Spanish is my mother tongue, I speak, read and understand fluently in English and French and have basic knowledge of Arabic 




	RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)
Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired).
Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired).
Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.
	I have 23 years of proven experience working in the field of human rights, from which 15 years are at international level involving direct work in more than 12 countries.

My knowledge of international human rights instruments was acquired through reading, researching and lecturing on the field of rights to decent housing’s influence on the practice of urban and regional planning and international cooperation. I was mentoring a number of specialists in the field of international law. This knowledge was crucial to support my professional career. Several international project activities gave me the opportunity to acquire first hand experience on the potential and limits of human rights principles, norms and instruments applied in specific context and circumstances. From participatory approaches to urban planning, participatory budget, assessment of the impact of eviction, Pinhero principles and other tools, I disclosed the importance of contextualizing human rights with the realities on the ground. This work helped me to understand the institutional mandate of governments plus different United Nations agencies including the UN Habitat, UNHCR, UNDP, UNRWA, UNICEF and local organizations with whom I carried out specific projects. Such experience was critical in supporting networking activities that promoted human rights in different countries and regions. 



	ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE             (200 words)
Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired).
	At a national level, my contribution to human rights promotion includes two areas. On one hand, research and technical advises to governments and communities  on policy framework and strategies to facilitate progress in economic, social and cultural rights. On the other hand, I organize exhibitions, participatory workshops and training, advocating for human rights approaches supporting the direct participation of vulnerable groups in decisions related to urbanization regulatory frameworks and public works.  

At regional level I have been coordinating research and advocacy work, focusing on the influence of international trade agreements in human rights fulfillment in Mercosur cities, exploring local government strategies to advance in the fulfillment of decent housing. I have been involved designing and implementing projects in different regions of Argentina, Bolivia and Colombia, providing  technical advise in Panama, Nicaragua and El Salvador.  

At an international level, I have been leading projects for several UN agencies developing concepts and strategies to enhance living conditions of returnees, refugees and informal settlements dwellers. I currently participate regularly in forums dedicated to reviewing strategies, approaches for human rights for different people of concern, aiming at reducing the gap between theories and their practical application.  



	flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)
to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders.  (Indicate whether candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approx. three months per year to the work of a mandate)
	My profile as part time academic and professional gave me the flexibility to effectively execute the functions of the mandate. I am ready to participate in the Human Rights Council session in Geneva and General Assembly Session in New York, as well as any other activities that may be required. 

I have experience traveling on special procedure visits to several countries drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders, including governmental representatives, as well as community based organizations and vulnerable groups. During my work at UN Habitat, I learnt to report progress on the right to decent housing, advise governments and community groups on assessing eviction and find solutions in a participatory and human right centered manner to upgrade and prevent informal settlements.  In my work at UNHCR and UNRWA I learnt about the protocols and international laws protecting the rights of the refugees, returnees, inmigrants and the specific legal frameworks and strategies to defend decent housing rights collaboratively with different stakeholders. 

I can dedicate an average of 3 months of traveling to perform duties, plus complementary homework dedicated to planning strategies and networking internationally to advocate for human rights and prepare reports to progress the right for decent housing
 



III. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills  

	Languages
	Read
	Write
	Speak

	
	Easily
	Not Easily
	Easily
	Not Easily
	Easily
	Not Easily

	Arabic
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Chinese
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	English
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	French
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Russian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Spanish
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Mother tongue: 
     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



IV. Motivation Letter (600 word limit)

	I am motivated to apply for this position for three reasons. The first one is academic. I believe that evidence based research must play a major role in identifying human rights approaches to guiding urbanisation towards the realization of decent housing rights. Academic papers produced worldwide constitutes an opportunity to legitimize the efforts of local governments to overcome the various obstacles to the fulfillment of human rights, taking properly into account the local particularities and cultural diversities. A critical role of the United Nations relator is to empower further linkages between academia, policymaking and civil society organizations to agree on the diagnosis of the obstacles for human rights and the way forward for its realization. Based on this dialogue, the United Nations specialized agencies are critical to being part of the process to implement such agreements and guide countries with concrete actions including data production and interpretation, as well as formulating instruments and tools that focus on policy preparation. 

The second reason is professional. Agreements between academia and local governments can be hindered by vested interests. Support provided by professional associations is critical when lobbying for human rights over corporative interests. Effective implementation of action depends on the endorsement of the private sector. Professional associations have the necessary prestige and codes of ethics to convince and engage multiple stakeholders to work for the realization of human rights, unfortunately this has historically been resisted by powerful government institutions. Involving the private sector on the local and international human rights agenda requires the development of a sustainable financial business model that functions by providing suitable responses to a broad variety of adequately contextualized habitat deprivation cases. Professional agreement about innovative strategies for urban development, taking advantage of the possibilities created by the social media and global economic wealth generates new windows of opportunity to create professional commitment on the human rights agenda. In this regard, learning from the achievements in emergency projects in post disaster context, where professional associations working with youth associations, professional leaders and networking with academic groups is a strategic step towards getting support for specific ways to progress in regions, countries and cities and achieve decent housing rights.

The third reason is political. I believe that international politics is reaching a climax for further fulfillment of human rights; i.e. governance is on the cusp of reinventing traditional practices for social participation in habitat delivery and urbanisation problems.. Unfortunately, there is a lack in specific instruments and mechanisms to challenge the mercantilist approach that considers housing as a product, instead of a right. Governments in the different regions are seeking for the United Nations to produce more balanced paradigms that introduce human rights into planning frameworks. It is extremely important that the role of a special rapporteur, in terms of providing clear guidance on how to strategize and partner efforts among different sectors, to minimize the influence of speculative sectors on urban and regional policies, prioritizing human rights upon business. The need to introduce the private sector into the debate for finding solutions, especially in countries of the global south where regulatory frameworks tends to be weak, is paramount. 

These three reasons are inextricably linked. I propose to work for integrating them, scaling up the current ongoing research and professional advocacy and networking to include human rights frameworks into urban and regional policies. Furthermore, I propose to develop an international strategy to achieve specific targets of decent housing realization based on special participatory events and missions that can pave the road towards progress in the right to decent housing rights. 



V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD

NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications: (university level and higher)

	Name of degree and name of academic institution
	Years of Attendance
	Place and Country

	Arquitecto. Universidad de Buenos Aires
	6
	Buenos Aires, Argentina

	Magister en Planificacion Urbana y Regional. Universidad de Buenos Aires
	4
	Buenos Aires, Argentina

	Doctorado en Arquitectura, Area Urbanismo. Universidad de Buenos Aires
	4
	Buenos Aires, Argentina

	Human Resource Development. Institute for Housing and Urban Development Studies.  
	3 months
	Rotterdam, paises Bajos


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held, beginning with the most recent one: 
	Name of Employer
Functional Title
Main functions of position
	Years of Attendance/Work
	Place and Country

	UNHCR. UN Habitat. Senior Urban Expert. In charge of implementing 14000 housing solutions for returnees and refugees in South Sudan and coordinating activities in Khartoum, Darfur and South Sudan. Development of practical guide for Participatory Slum Upgrading Program
	7 (2007-2013)
	Sudan, South Sudan and Kenya

	UNRWA. Urban planner. Leading rehousing project for refugees whose house was demolished in Khan Younis and Rafah. Camp development in the whole Gaza Strip  
	1 (2005-2006) 
	Palestine. Gaza Strip

	UNV-UNDP. UNV urban planner. In charge of developing the master plan of Gaza, Rafah and Khan Younis, Betlehem, Beit Jalah and Beit Sahour. Development of housing projects in Kigali, Rwanda, technical asistant to people affected by earthquake in El Salvador and dispalced families in Nicaragua.   
	6 (1997-2002)
	Palestine (Gaza Strip and West Bank), Rwanda, El Salvador, Nicaragua

	University of Buenos Aires. Lecturing, researching and providing technical advises to municipalities in the field of housing and urban planning at CIHAM (Centro de Investigacion Habitat y Municipios). Research coordinator of the project on Globalization and the right to decent housing in Mercosur cities. 
	23 (1990-2013)
	Argentina


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS (of Council Resolution 5/1)

1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause him/her to limit the extent of their inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
	Not


2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging his/her mandate? If yes, please explain:

Not
3. Is there any reason, currently or in that past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which she/he discharges his mandate? If yes, please explain:

Not
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the Annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1?


Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate-holders will act in their personal capacity

Yes. 
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, he/she will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the Annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities.  If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
If the candidate is appointed, he will continue holding his position at the University of Buenos Aires and consultancy with UN agencies, only requesting 3 month unpaid leave to carry out the task requested by the work as raporteur.   
You will receive an acknowledgment when we receive both parts of the application process, i.e. the information through the Web-based application and the Word application form by email.

Thank you for your interest.
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