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Replies to the questionnaire in relation to resolution 
68/268 "Strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system” adopted by the General Assembly on 9 April 2014 and replies concerning resolution 731162 on the "Human rights treaty body system' adopted on

17 December 201&
Competencies of the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of BiH are defined in Article 12 of the Law on Ministries and Other Bodies of the Administration of Bosnia and Herzegovina and include: monitoring and implementation of international conventions and other human rights documents; promotion and protection of personal and collective human rights; and agreeing on and preparation of reports for competent national authorities and institutions and international institutions and organizations on the implementation of obligations under international treaties (conventions, charters and pacts) ratified by Bosnia and Herzegovina or passed by succession.
Human rights treaty reporting has become an integral part of daily activities of member states of the UN, the Council of Europe and other international organizations and institutions, including BiH. Having signed and ratified particular instruments, all member states are obliged to regularly report to the competent committees and other working bodies on the status and respect of human rights in certain areas. The entire reporting process of the UN, its committees and European bodies is based on the practice and assumptions that reporting aims at helping governments in making progress in human rights and not just at supervising their work. BiH, as a member of the highest international bodies, has not understood the reporting as being imposed against its will, but it is based on the assumption that every state is an actual or potential violator of human rights. BiH reports (both initial and periodic) are available to the public at the time of their submission, as they are posted on the website of the BiH Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees. These reports are put together in three official languages of BiH: Bosnian, Serbian and Croatian and two official scripts: Latin and Cyrillic as well as in English, as one of the working languages ​​of the UN. An interdepartmental working group consisting of representatives of the competent bodies of BiH relevant to recommendations of the particular UN committee, minority associations and non-governmental organizations is established when preparing a report. Upon completion of the presentation, concluding observations and recommendations of the UN committee are provided with a view to their timely implementing at all levels of BiH government in order to align legislation, policies and practices with international instruments. In preparing and completing human rights treaty reports, BiH conducts consultations with numerous stakeholders, starting from non-governmental organizations and international experts to respected members of the academic community.

As regards the measures undertaken by Bosnia and Herzegovina, a priority should be given to alignment of the legislation in Bosnia and Herzegovina with the standards contained in the recommendations on the path of European integration. The reporting of member state involves the presentation of information on the fulfilment of international human rights standards in various human rights protection areas, primarily through the presentation of the content of applicable laws and the methods of their enforcement.
This process ends with recommendations and / or conclusions given to member states that they should  align laws and practices with international standards. In this regard, Bosnia and Herzegovina competent authorities from all levels of government cooperate and continuously take measures in order to apply the basic principles of international instruments expressed through concluding observations and recommendations of UN and Council of Europe committees. Also, based on visits and monitoring of the situation in the respective areas, the European Committees: CPT (European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment) and CoE ECRI (European Commission against Racism and Intolerance) produce reports containing recommendations given to the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bosnia and Herzegovina needs to implement recommendations of human rights treaty bodies through the established methodology, strengthening the structures for protection and promotion of human rights while providing the necessary financial and human resources to ensure a network for the operation of full data collection mechanisms and the implementation of recommendations by human rights treaty bodies. This obligation is being continuously fulfilled, which is reflected in timely submission to competent UN and Council of Europe committees of reports on the implementation of international agreements signed ratified or taken over by succession by Bosnia and Herzegovina. In order to improve the system of coordination of authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the implementation of recommendations of human rights treaty bodies and to increase the level of protection of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in January 2018 the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted the Methodology of Human Rights Treaty Reporting.

In order to fulfil the obligations of Bosnia and Herzegovina related to reporting on human rights treaties such as conventions, charters and covenants, four reports were put together in 2017 under the following treaties:
-The Report on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (12th, 13th and 14th),

- The Third Periodic Report under the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families,

- Combined 5th and 6th Periodic Report of BiH on the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

- The BiH Initial Report on the Implementation of the Madrid Plan of Action on Aging.
Three reports were presented before relevant committees and they are The Third Periodic Report Under the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Initial Report of BiH under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the Sixth Periodic Report of BiH against Torture. The obligations arising from the recommendations of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances related to the operation and financial support of the Prosecutor's Office of BiH and the Missing Persons Institute, which are related to the improvement of the process of finding missing persons in BiH and from the recommendations for the establishment of a national preventive mechanism, have also been implemented.

In order to fulfil the obligations of Bosnia and Herzegovina related to human rights treaty reporting on such documents as conventions, charters and covenants, the following reports were put together in 2018:
1. The BiH Third Periodical Report Under the International Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
2. The Follow-up on the Third Periodic Report on the Implementation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina
3. The 12th and 13th Periodic Report on Elimination of Racial and All Forms of Discrimination
In 2018, the BiH Council of Ministers of BiH got informed about the Concluding Observations of the UN Committee against Torture and adopted the Information on the Implementation of three recommendations of the Committee against Torture.
Information on the implementation of recommendations of the Committee for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities under paragraphs 11 and 29 of the "Concluding Observations on the Initial Report of Bosnia and Herzegovina". It was sent to the Committee on Rights of Persons with Disabilities through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of BiH in December 2018.
The third cycle of the Universal Periodic Review of the human rights situation in BiH is under way and the report is to be presented in 2019.
In the past year, a significant number of promotional and educational activities was carried out in cooperation with international and non-governmental organizations, the most important of which are:
- Activities on the implementation of "Seeking Care, Support and Justice for Survivors of Conflict Related Sexual Violence in BiH" Project were carried out in cooperation with UN organizations.

- In cooperation with the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees, UNICEF supported a seminar on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and writing a report on its implementation for members of the IWG, representatives of the relevant state, entity and cantonal ministries who participated in the preparation of the Combined 5th and 6th Periodic Report on the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Cooperation with UNICEF was also reflected in joint events at the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Children and the International Day of the Rights of the Child, as well as in the preparation of the Media in the Best Interests of the Child publication and the Guidelines for Determining the Best Interests of the Child in All Areas. In cooperation with UNICEF, "Justice for Every Child" Project was implemented, which was aimed at supporting lower levels of government in BiH in improving respect for children's rights in justice, police and social protection sectors. The project is still being implemented.
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