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The Greek National Commission for Human Rights (GNCHR) is the independent advisory body to the Greek State on matters pertaining to human rights protection. It was established by Law 2667/1998 in accordance with the UN Paris Principles. Forty-two institutions whose activities cover the field of human rights are currently represented in the GNCHR (independent authorities, departments of university-level educational institutions, workers’ and disabled persons’ confederations, NGOs, political parties and ministries)
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Communication to the President of the UN General Assembly and the co-facilitators for the review of the UN human rights treaty body system
 
Introductory remarks

The Greek National Commission for Human Rights (hereinafter GNCHR), which was established by law 2667/1998 in accordance with the Principles relating to the Status of National Institutions (the Paris Principles) and is accredited with A-status by the Sub-Committee on Accreditation (SCA) of the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI), is the independent advisory body to the Greek State on matters pertaining to human rights protection, as well as the National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) of Greece. The GNCHR has a very broad mandate to provide advice to the Greek State on matters pertaining to the promotion and safeguard of human rights. Since its establishment, the GNCHR has been constantly monitoring the compliance of Greek legislation with the international obligations of Greece as well as the latter’s effective implementation. In this regard, the GNCHR also contributes to the exchange of experiences and best practices with monitoring bodies at the regional and international level, such as by formulating policy proposals on matters related to the monitoring bodies’ objectives.

The GNCHR values its collaboration with the UN treaty bodies and it therefore fully supports the strengthening and enhancing of the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system, also in accordance with UNGA resolution 68/268. As the Secretary General noted in his most recent biennual report on the status of the UN treaty body system “[t]he adoption of resolution 68/268 was an important landmark since it represented the first time that the General Assembly had addressed the treaty bodies as a collective system rather than as individual Committees in piecemeal fashion.”
 

The GNCHR, taking into account both the UNGA resolution 68/268 and the Secretary General’s biennual report, and drawing from its own experience and interactions with the UN treaty bodies over the years, takes this opportunity to put forth a series of recommendations for the improvement of the current system. To this effect, it adopts an NHRI point of view, and makes several suggestions on such topics as: the maintaining of the efficiency and the strengthening of the effectiveness of the UN treaty bodies’ human rights system, the harmonization of the working methods of the UN human rights treaty bodies, the coordination and adoption of better common action, the maintenance of independence of the Committee members and the strengthening of collaboration with human rights stakeholders.
Recommendations

In relation to the above and following an invitation of the President of the UN General Assembly and a letter by the co-facilitators for the review of the UN human rights treaty body system, the GNCHR submits its Communication on the review of the UN human rights treaty body system. Below there is a presentation of the GNCHR’s relevant recommendations:
A] Maintaining harmonization and simplification of working methods 
1.   The GNCHR welcomes and indeed considers as a positive step the simplification of the reporting procedure as regards periodic state reports, on the basis of a standard list of issues prior to reporting as well as the introduction, on a progressive basis, of a coordinated schedule of country reviews in accordance with fixed cycles. This will indeed reduce time-consuming procedures and unnecessary duplication of work. 
2. The GNCHR underlines, however, the principled need for the facilitation of the sharing of best practices among all treaty bodies. In this context, it is suggested that there should be a compilation of good practices, which could be drawn upon by all treaty bodies. Encouraging stronger involvement of NHRIs in these processes is highly desirable.
B] Adopting better common action and coordination

3. It still appears that the procedures, methodologies and guidelines for submission of documents differ amongst the UN treaty bodies. It would be particularly important and useful, for reasons of foreseeability and legal security, that UN treaty bodies be coordinated and all those procedures and working methods be aligned and harmonized, such as through a more coordinated and standardized approach among the Chairs of the treaty bodies.  This would allow for more timely and productive interaction amongst states, treaty bodies, NHRIs, NGOs etc. The GNCHR endorses the vision of the Chairs for the 2020 review of the treaty body system, such as the assurance that concluding observations be more focused, targeted and implementable, and that there would be greater engagement with NHRIs. 

4. In relation to the above, greater transparency and visibility vis-à-vis the requirements and deadlines applying to NHRI submissions would greatly facilitate our work and would greatly improve the content and quality of our interactions with the UN treaty body system. Predictable deadlines and a clear timetable would be highly appreciated. A widely accessible comprehensive reporting calendar with a detailed timetable per country, for instance, applying to all UN treaty bodies would be a highly useful tool. Moreover, the GNCHR highly appreciates the General Assembly’s commitment to provide, as of 2020, live webcasts and video archives of relevant meetings of the treaty bodies that will also be accessible, searchable and secure.

C] Maintaining and promoting efficiency and effectiveness 
5. An aligned consultation process of the UN treaty bodies with NHRIs that involves a follow-up on their alternative reports would enhance the interaction with the latter and would allow for more country-specific information inflow. We also consider that the appointment of a contact person on NHRIs who would also provide procedural information and technical assistance would be a quite useful measure. Accessibility to comprehensive sources of information for both treaty bodies and national human rights actors – civil society organizations or NHRIs – is also essential to that end.
6. Enhancing and facilitating the accessibility of NHRIs to the processes of the UN treaty bodies and public meetings would contribute to the respective procedures and would allow for wider participation and a more interactive dialogue with NHRIs. Given that many NHRIs have limited resources, it would be important that the UN treaty bodies provide alternative ways of participation, such as videoconferencing options. 

7. In relation to the above, more efficient and user-friendly webpages of the UN Committees would facilitate our work by allowing better access to information, documentation, scheduling etc. All these webpages and online tools need to be accessible, in plain language and easy-to-read formats, transparent and user-friendly, including to persons with disabilities. 
D] Maintaining independence 
8. We also encourage the UN treaty bodies to follow up closely and review the effective implementation of the so-called Addis Abeba guidelines
 on the independence and impartiality of members of the UN treaty bodies, aimed at ensuring objectivity, impartiality and accountability within the treaty body system. The GNCHR considers of critical importance not only that Committee experts meet the highest level of recognized competence and expertise in the field of human rights, but that they also be of high moral standing, independent and impartial. Therefore, the UN treaty bodies should urge State parties to refrain from nominating or electing persons who perform political functions or who occupy positions that are not reconcilable with the obligations of independent experts under the given treaty. The independence of Committee experts is, for instance, compromised when these members are affiliated with the executive branch of the State, or undertake functions, activities or assume decision-making positions in any organization or entity which may give rise to a real or perceived conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent in the mandate of the treaty body. Such functions and positions are, according to the Addis Abeba guidelines private corporations or entities, civil society organizations and State-related organizations. 
E] Developing Indicators 
9. The GNCHR suggests the development and use of indicators in reporting, state dialogue or the Concluding Observations, so that these can be properly evaluated, and their value be clearly understood. 
10. In this regard and in order to strengthen collaboration with human rights stakeholders and greater engagement in the field, there is a need to develop indicators in order to determine what counts as success in relation to ‘real’ human rights’ improvement, thus aiming at increasing local engagement and impact ‘on the ground’.
F] Ensuring implementation of recommendations 
11. Crucial to the enhancement and strengthening of human rights protection at the national level, is the effective implementation by states of the UN treaty bodies’ recommendations and related follow-up. NHRIs could play an important role in this regard, by promoting implementation and follow-up of UN treaty bodies’ recommendations at all times, and not only when states are about to submit a periodic report or are undergoing review. While NHRIs constitute an important source of information and support to the work of the UN treaty bodies, their own work can benefit from greater, quality engagement with the UN treaty bodies.

Conclusions

The GNCHR fully supports the current process of the (re)consideration in toto of the UN human rights treaty body system and is hopeful that this will lead to an improved and more efficient review process and more productive engagement amongst UN treaty bodies, states and human rights stakeholders such as NHRIs and the civil society at large. In this regard, the GNCHR will support any initiative taken by NHRIs and related networks to take common action in implementing reform measures that will aim at enhancing and strengthening human rights protection at country, regional and international levels. The GNCHR is always at the disposal of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights for further contributions and exchange of views on such topics of critical importance.
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� Adopted by the GNCHR Plenary on 7th July 2020.


� Report of the Secretary General, A/74/643, p 3.


� Report of the Secretary General, A/74/643, p 7.


� Report of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies on their twenty-fourth meeting, A/67/222.
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