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SUBMISSION TO CALL FOR WRITTEN
CONTRIBUTIONS/QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE UN
HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY BODY SYSTEM
The Danish Institute for Human Rights (the Institute) welcomes the call
for written contributions to National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs)
as communicated by e-mail on 27 May 2020 by the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) transmitting the
letter dated 17 June from the co-facilitators for the review of the UN
human rights treaty body system calling for written contributions to the
questionnaire on the UN Human Rights Treaty Body system.
THE DAN ISH INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN RI GHTS

The Institute is regulated by Act no. 553 of 18 June 2012 on the
Institute for Human Rights – Denmark’s National Human Rights
Institution and is an independent, self-governing institution within the
public administration and is established in accordance with the Paris
Principles. The Institute is accredited as an A-status NHRI.
In addition, the Institute is designated as the independent mechanism
to promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in
Denmark and Greenland. The Institute participates in OPCAT
inspections led by the Danish parliamentary ombudsman in Denmark.
1. TH E FUNCT IONI NG OF THE TREATY BODY S YS TEM: ITS
EFFI CI ENCY, EFFECTIV EN ESS, STREN GTHS AN D WEAKN ESSES;
SUGGESTIO NS FOR FURTH ER IMPRO V EM ENT

While the report of the Secretary-General on the status of the human
rights treaty body system notes a 2.7 per cent increase in the total
number of ratifications of human rights treaties and protocols, 1 the

1

Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 10, available at: https://undocs.org/A/74/643.

report also indicates a lack of reporting compliance by some States.2
The report documents a significant backlog in relation to
communications awaiting review (62.4 per cent). 3
In addition, the report notes the inability of some Committees to
effectively and fully carry out their mandates, the Subcommittee on
Prevention of Torture and the Committee on Enforced Disappearances,
respectively.4
This suggests that the treaty bodies have been unable to effectively
monitor the compliance of some States’ parties with their human rights
obligations in line with their respective mandates, as those States have
failed to comply with their reporting obligations and for some due to
budgetary reductions.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• encourages all Member States to comply fully with their
reporting and substantive obligations set out in the human
rights treaties to which they are parties; and
• provides the full allocation of resources that the treaty bodies
require to effectively carry out their mandates and functions, as
per Resolution 68/268, including by securing the necessary
supporting staff with OHCHR.
2. IMPLEMENTATION OF UNGA RESO LUTIO N 68/2 6 8 A ND V IEWS
ON THE BI ENN IAL REPORT OF TH E U N S ECRETARY -GEN ERAL ON
THE STATUS OF THE TR EATY BODY SYSTEM

The Institute notes that the adoption of Resolution 68/2685 indeed
marks an important landmark as it represented the first time that the
General Assembly had addressed the treaty bodies as a collective
system, rather than as individual committees.6
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Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 12, available at: https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
3
Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 15 and 17, available at:
https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
4
Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 19-20 and 22-23, available at:
https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
5
General Assembly Resolution no. 68/268, Strengthening and
enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body
system, available at: https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/68/268.
6
Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 9, available at: https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
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The Institute recommends that:
• the General Assembly reaffirms its support for the framework
for strengthening the treaty body system in Resolution 68/268;
and
• Member States reaffirm the implementation of their obligations
as set out therein.
3. GOOD PRACT IC ES AND M ETHODOLOGI ES I N RE LATIO N TO
WORKING METH ODS AND PRO CED URAL MAT TERS, IN CLU DIN G
HARMONIZATIO N A ND A L IG NM ENT O F WOR KING M ETHODS

The Institute wishes to underline that it is the right and statutory
competence of each treaty body to adopt its own rules of procedure. 7
Whilst the Institute as an NHRI in general enjoys opportunities to
participate with each of the treaty bodies, the Institute notes the
current variety and diversity in the extent to which treaty bodies have
recognised NHRIs in their rules of procedures, working methods and
practices.
At present, information about the diverse modalities for NHRI
participation in the work of treaty bodies is spread across treaty bodies
respectively in their General Comments/General Recommendations,
rules of procedures, working methods, practical information notes for
NHRIs, and statements or policy papers. These documents vary in terms
of their nature, status and scope. Mindful that many of them have been
developed at different stages of the evolving relationship between
NHRIs and treaty bodies, they are published at different locations on
each of the treaty body webpages.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• supports the ongoing efforts of the treaty bodies to further align
working methods and an aligned approach and common
guidelines for NHRIs.
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See the preamble of Guidelines on the independence and impartiality
of members of the human rights treaty bodies (“the Addis Ababa
guidelines”), A/67/222, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=A%2f67%2f222_&Lang=en.
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4. COORDI NATION AND PR EDI CTABILITY I N R EV I EW CY CLES AND
REPORTI NG

The Institute welcomes efforts of the treaty bodies to move towards a
predictable review cycle.8 As long as predictability is not at the expense
of inattention to States’ implementation of their human rights
obligations, the Institute supports the agreed proposal by the

chairpersons to increase predictability and coordination in the
reporting process by shifting to an 8-year cycle for the Covenant
Committees while the Convention Committees will review countries on
a 4-year cycle, unless the provisions of a particular convention provide
otherwise.9
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• expresses its support for the June 2019 ‘Treaty Body
Chairpersons Position Paper on the Treaty Body Strengthening
Process’ which sets out their proposal for a predictable
reporting cycle and calendar; and
• considers including in-country visits by the treaty bodies as a
component of the review process.
5. CURRENT REPORTI NG SYSTEM, IN CLUD ING CO M MON COR E
DOCUMENT, AN D WAYS T O FURTHER IM PRO VE A N D SI MPLIFY
REPORTI NG FOR STATES’ PART IES WH ILST EN SU RING THE
SUBSTANTIVE QUALITY O F TH E NAT IONA L R EPO RTS

5.1 Current Repor ting System
In line with the recommendation set out in Resolution 68/268 by the
General Assembly to Member States to ‘consider submitting a common
core document and updating it as appropriate, as a comprehensive
document or in the form of an addendum to the original document,
bearing in mind the most recent developments in the particular State
party, and in this regard encourages the human rights treaty bodies to
further elaborate their existing guidelines on the common core
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See i.e. The Human Rights Committee, available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CCPR/Pages/PredictableReviewC
ycle.aspx.
9
Position paper of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies on the
future of the treaty body system, Annex III, A/74/256, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=INT/CHAIRPERSONS/MCO/31/31309&Lang=en.
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document in a clear and consistent manner’.10 The Institute notes that
Denmark updated its common core document in 2018. 11
5.2 Simp lified Reporting Proc edures
The Institute welcomes the commitment by the Chairpersons that all
treaty bodies will offer simplified reporting procedures to all States’
parties for periodic reports.12 However, the Institute notes that a
systematic use of the simplified reporting procedure would have
resource implications as it requires additional staff support to
undertake the preparatory drafting of the list of issues prior to
reporting.13
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• recommends to all States parties to use the simplified reporting
procedure; and
• ensures additional supporting staff within the secretariat to
undertake the preparatory drafting of the list of issues prior to
reporting.
6. D IALO GUE BETWEEN S TATES AND TREATY BOD IES IN
PREPARATION FOR AND D URIN G S TATES’ R EVIEWS, AS W ELL AS
IN F OLLOW IN G U P ON TH E R EVI EW S

The treaty bodies have aligned their methodology for the constructive
dialogue between States’ parties and treaty bodies, as well for
interaction between treaty bodies, NHRIs and civil society
organizations, by i.e. clustering questions during the interactive
dialogue. The Institute welcomes the proposal by the Chairs that all
treaty bodies will coordinate their list of issues prior to reporting to
ensure that dialogues with State parties are comprehensive and do not
10

General Assembly Resolution 68/268, Strengthening and enhancing
the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system,
9 April 2014, para. 3, available in English at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=HRI%2fCORE%2fDNK%2f2018&Lang=en.
11
Denmark, Common core document forming part of the reports of
States parties, HRI/CORE/DNK/2018, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=HRI%2fCORE%2fDNK%2f2018&Lang=en.
12
Position paper of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies on the
future of the treaty body system, Annex III, A/74/256, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=INT/CHAIRPERSONS/MCO/31/31309&Lang=en.
13
Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 36, available at: https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
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raise substantively similar questions in the same time period limited to
25 to 30 questions.14
7. ASSESSM ENT OF TH E CON CLUD IN G OBSER VATI ONS A ND
RECOM MENDAT IONS

7.1 Conclud ing Observations
In Resolution 68/268, the General Assembly encouraged the treaty
bodies to ensure that concluding observations are short, focused and
concrete.15 The Institute welcomes the efforts and follow-up by the
treaty bodies to Resolution 68/268 to align their methodology for
concluding observations. 16 Concluding observations are important for
State parties to use in complying with their treaty obligations.
The Institute notes that even though concluding observations are not
legally binding, they play an important role for national stakeholders
when formulating policies and initiating concrete initiatives to improve
the protection of rights holders in Denmark. In this regard, the accuracy
and quality of the recommendations of treaty bodies are paramount in
their usefulness to States and stakeholders for promoting
improvements and implementation at national level.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• encourages the treaty bodies to continue their efforts to
improve their concluding observations by making them more
focused, targeted and implementable.
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Position paper of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies on the
future of the treaty body system, Annex III, A/74/256, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=INT/CHAIRPERSONS/MCO/31/31309&Lang=en.
15
General Assembly Resolution 68/268, Strengthening and enhancing
the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system,
9 April 2014, para. 6, available in English at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=HRI%2fCORE%2fDNK%2f2018&Lang=en
16
Follow-up to General Assembly Resolution 68/268 on strengthening
and enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty
body system and to the decisions of the twenty-fifth meeting of
chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies pertaining to the
harmonization of working methods, HRI/MC/2014/, available at:
https://undocs.org/en/HRI/MC/2014/2.
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7.2 Gen eral Recommendations
While it is the prerogative of the treaty bodies to adopt authoritative
guidance on the provisions of the treaty they monitor in the form of
general comments or general recommendations, the Institute would
welcome further alignment of treaty bodies in the consultation
processes.
As most treaty bodies post calls for submissions on draft general
comments on their websites, along with deadlines for input, indications
for stakeholders who wish to participate, and the texts of the
submissions, which remain available after a general comment, have
been adopted. The Institute notes that the calls for submission are not
always shared for comments and input among national stakeholders.
8. STRENGTH ENI NG THE EN GAG EMENT WITH CI VI L SOCIETY AND
OTHER R ELEVANT STAKE HO LDERS

The Chairpersons discussed ways and means to ensure the
implementation of the common treaty body approach to engagement
with NHRIs,17 as endorsed at their twenty-ninth meeting.18
As the NHRI in Denmark, the Institute engages in the work of the UN
treaty bodies – and thereby in the implementation of international
human rights treaties at national level – in several ways, including:
The Institute advises the State on the implementation of international
human rights norms and standards and the recommendations resulting
from treaty bodies. This includes advice on ratification of international
human rights treaties and their optional protocols and domestication
into national laws and policies.
The Institute systematically participates in the process of reporting to
the treaty body system, including by submitting parallel reports and
participating to the maximum extent possible in the examinations.
The Institute monitors Denmark’s implementation and follow-up on
concluding observations of Denmark received by treaty bodies.
17

Identifying progress achieved in aligning the working methods and
practices of the treaty bodies, HRI/MC/2018/3, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=HRI%2fMC%2f2018%2f3&Lang=en.
18
Report of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies on their 29th
meeting A/72/177, paras. 46–50, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=A/72/177&Lang=en.
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Concluding observations are included in the monitoring of human rights
in Denmark and Greenland. The Institute translates concluding
observations of Denmark into Danish and publishes the observations in
Danish on our website to disseminate knowledge of the
recommendations. The Institute has also taken initiatives to facilitate
meetings with Danish civil society organizations to coordinate how to
jointly monitor and follow up on the implementation of the concluding
observations.
The Institute also works to increase awareness of and involvement by
national-level institutions and actors of the work of the treaty bodies,
thereby helping to give further relevance to the processes at national
and grassroots level, including for the rights-holders themselves.
Thus, the Institute welcomes the proposal of the Chairs to further align
their interaction with stakeholders, including NHRIs, within the context
of reporting procedures, including the suggested formats of alternative
reports, their submission deadlines and the scheduling of private
meetings.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• supports the ongoing efforts of the treaty bodies to further align
working methods, takes an aligned approach and adopts
common guidelines for NHRIs’ involvement;
9. TH E CAPA CITY -BUI LDI NG PRO GRAMME, EXPER IENCES AND
IMPA CT, I N T ERMS OF REPORTI NG AND IN TER MS OF NATIONA L
IMPLEM ENTATIO N OF R E CO MMENDATIONS;

National Mechanisms for Reporting and Follow-up (NMRF) have proved
to have a positive impact on reporting and the coordination of followup on recommendations of different human rights mechanisms at
national level. Likewise, have the practical guides to effective state
engagement and for national actors with international human rights
mechanisms developed by the Capacity-Building Programme been
helpful.19

19

See: The Training Guide is part of a comprehensive training package
on human rights treaty reporting with an emphasis on procedural
aspects of reporting, which is developed by the Treaty Body Capacity
Building Programme pursuant to General Assembly resolution 68/268,
available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/PublicationsResources/Pages/TrainingPacka
ge.aspx.
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10. USE OF NEW IN FORMA TIO N AND COMM UNICATI ONS
TECHNO LOG IES AND ITS POTENTIAL TO FURTHER I NCR EASE
EFFI CI ENCY AND AC CES SIBI LITY

The Institute notes that enhanced use of new information and
communication technologies provides an opportunity for enhanced
participation of States’ parties and other stakeholders in meetings of
the different Committees20 as well as the possibility of further
involvement by national actors and rights holders in the work of the
treaty bodies. The virtual opening of the eighteenth session of the
Committee on Enforced Disappearances marks an important first
step.21
At the same time, the technologies should also be used on safe
technology platforms, including to guarantee the confidential nature of
private meetings, etc. Moreover, this is because persons could be at
risk without equally sufficient safeguards to protect against misuse.
All online meetings should guarantee equal access and provide
interpretation in the working languages of the respective treaty bodies.
The Institute welcomes the decision by the General Assembly as of
2020 to fully cover live webcasts and video archives of relevant
meetings of the treaty bodies under the regular budget of the United
Nations,22 as it enhances the accessibility and visibility of the human
rights treaty bodies by enabling national stakeholders’ to participate
remotely in reviews.
While the possibility of stakeholders’ remote direct involvement in
reviews can be arranged on an ad hoc basis by the treaty bodies with
assistance from the Secretariat, there is no formalised procedure for
doing this.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• suggests treaty bodies to consider expanding their use of new
technologies with a view to ensuring the remote participation of
national stakeholders.
20

Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 33, available at: https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
21
Opening of Session – 314th Meeting, 18th Session, Committee on
Enforced Disappearances, 4 May 2020, available at:
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/watch/opening-of-session-314thmeeting-18th-session-committee-on-enforceddisappearances/6154057846001.
22
General Assembly Resolution no. A/RES/73/162, para. 6, available at:
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/162.
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11. OPPORTUN ITY OF R EV I EWS IN C OUNTRI ES OR REGIO NS

The Institute notes that some treaty bodies have already conducted
reviews outside of Geneva. For instance, in 2020 the eighty-fourth
Extraordinary Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child took
place in Samoa. 23
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• welcomes the exploration of conducting reviews at regional
level.
12. PR ESERV E A ND STREN GTH EN TH E IND EPENDEN CE AND
IMPARTIA LITY OF TR EA TY BODY MEMBERS A ND ENSURE
DIVERSITY IN TER MS O F G END ER, G EOGRA PH Y, BACKGROU ND,
EXPERTIS E, R EPR ESENT ATIO N OF D IFF ERENT F ORMS OF
CIVI LIZAT ION AND PRI NC IPA L LEGAL SYSTEM S , AS WELL AS THE
PARTICI PATIO N O F PER SO NS WITH D ISABILIT I ES; A LL
PERMA NENT REPRES ENTATI V ES AN D PERMA NENT OB SERV ERS
AT THE U NITED NAT IONS , NEW YORK

Since the adoption of the Addis Ababa guidelines, 24 each Committee
has considered the guidelines and either endorsed them or included
express reference to them in their rules of procedure or working
methods. The Institute notes the importance of enhancing the integrity
of the treaty body system by ensuring greater transparency in the
processes for nominating and electing treaty body members.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• encourages States to ensure the nomination of candidates who
hold the highest standards of integrity, independence,
impartiality and high moral standards. The candidates should be
competent and hold extensive expertise in the field of human
rights, keeping in mind the mandate of each treaty body and its
gender balance;
• encourages States’ parties that are planning to nominate a
candidate for a treaty body to issue an open call for applications
and ensure wide dissemination of the call;
23

Eighty-fourth Extraordinary Session of the Committee on the Rights
of the Child, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionD
etails1.aspx?SessionID=2410&Lang=en.
24
Guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the
human rights treaty bodies (the Addis Ababa guidelines), A/67/222,
annex I, available at:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Downloa
d.aspx?symbolno=A%2f67%2f222_&Lang=en.
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•

encourages State parties to fully respect the independence of
the treaty body members and avoid any actions that would
interfere with the exercise of their role.

13. ENHANCEM ENT OF TH E COORDI NATIN G R OLE O F TREATY
BODIES’ CHAIR PERSONS

The Institute notes the growing importance of the coordinating role of
the treaty bodies’ chairpersons, particularly their annual meeting as a
forum to further align working methods and to be able to share good
practices as well as to discuss the Committees’ common challenges.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
•
•

encourages treaty bodies to enhance the role of their
Chairpersons; and
supports the annual meeting of the Chairpersons with a view to
enhancing their joint decision making on procedural matters,
harmonizing of working methods and sharing and enhanced use
of best practices across the treaty bodies as appropriate and
relevant.

14. FUND IN G OF THE TRE ATY BODY SYSTEM AND ENSURIN G TH E
ADEQUATE A LLO CATION OF FI NANC IAL AND HUM AN R ESOURCES
TO TREATY BOD IES FOR A LL THEIR MA NDATED ACTI V ITI ES

Resolution 68/268 recognizes that the allocation of resources did not
allow the human rights treaty body system to work sustainably and
effectively, and in this regard, it also recognizes the importance of
providing, under the existing procedures of the General Assembly,
adequate funding to the human rights treaty body system from the
regular budget of the United Nations.
By reference to, inter alia, a recent statement by the Chairperson of the
Subcommittee of Prevention of Torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment to the General Assembly in 2019, 25 and as noted in
the report of the Secretary-General,26 the Institute notes with concern

25

Statement, the Chairperson of the Subcommittee of Prevention of
Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment in a
statement to the General Assembly, 74th session of the General
Assembly, Third Committee, Item # 69 (a), 14 October 2019, New York,
available at:
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/OPCAT/Pages/OPCATIndex.aspx.
26
Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 19, available at: https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
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the current funding crisis hampering the work of treaty bodies and thus
the protection of human rights on the ground.
Moreover, the Institute would like to note that this also affects the
work of national stakeholders and that preparatory work and resources
at the national level are wasted as a result when sessions, reviews or
visits are postponed because adequate resources and funding are not
secured for the treaty bodies.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• provides the full allocation of resources required by the treaty
bodies to effectively carry out their functions and mandates, as
indicated by Resolution 68/268, including the need to secure the
necessary supporting staff within the secretariat.
15. CURR ENT SYSTEM O F PROC ESSING I NDIV IDUA L
COMMUN ICATI ONS, INTER -STATE C OMMU NI CATIO NS A ND
URGENT ACTIO NS: ITS EFF IC IENCY, EFF ECT IV ENESS, STRENGTHS
AND WEAK NESSES; SU GG ESTIONS FOR ITS FU RT HER
IMPRO VEM ENT;

The Institute notes with concern that the Secretariat has not been able
to process individual communications received given the current
limited level of staff resources and the increase in the number of
individual communications received.27
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• urges Member States to ensure that the treaty bodies receive
adequate staff resources to address their existing
communications workload and support OHCHR’s request to
introduce a case management system for the Petitions Unit in
order to increase the treaty bodies’ efficiency.
16. ACCESSIBI LITY FOR PERSO NS WITH DISA BIL ITI ES A ND WID ER
ACCESSIB ILITY AND VI S IBILITY OF THE WORK OF TH E TR EATY
BODIES

As noted in the report of the Secretary-General,28 provisions for
accessibility for persons with disabilities are extended only to the
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

27

Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 45, available at: https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
28
Status of the human rights treaty body system, Report of the
Secretary-General, para. 31, available at: https://undocs.org/A/74/643.
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As acknowledged by the Chairperson of the Committee,29 steps have
been taken by the United Nations in relation to sign-language
interpretation and captioning. More is needed to ensure that meetings
and documents are accessible to persons with disabilities in both the
physical and digital worlds for them to work effectively on an equal
footing with others. Accessibility for persons with disabilities and the
provision of reasonable accommodation to persons with disabilities as
set out in the CRPD so that they can perform their work and participate
in the work of treaty bodies on an equal footing with others are
necessary.
The Institute recommends that the General Assembly:
• encourages Member states to provide funding across treaty
bodies to ensure the accessibility for persons with disabilities in
the work of treaty bodies on an equal footing with others.
Yours sincerely,

Christoffer Badse
DEP AR TMENT DIREC TOR

29

Opening remarks 22nd session of the Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, 26 August 2019, available at:
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/crpd-22nd-session.
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