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Excellencies, 

I have the honor to transmit herewith “the Views of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding the "Consideration of the state of the UN human rights treaty body system"” in response to your letter dated 17 June 2020.
Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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New York
H.E. Mr. Omar Hilale
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In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Views of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding the "Consideration of the state of the UN human rights treaty body system"

Since the establishment of the first Treaty Body in 1970, the system has since expanded significantly. But amid the growth, the functioning of the Treaty Body system was compromised by the following challenges:

· Chronic under-resourcing

· Absence of a code of conduct for members of treaty bodies

· Significant accumulation of backlogs

· Proliferation of different working methods for similar processes.

Accordingly, the proposals set forth by the Islamic Republic of Iran will be categorized to the correlative challenges mentioned above.

Chronic under-resourcing: Given the UN’s existing financial situation, and consequently all Member States' economic recessions following the COVID-19 pandemic, the optimization of resources for the treaty bodies should not mean extra expenses. A better management of available resources at the OHCHR can well lead to such optimization.

This also means voluntary exercises which fall outside the scope of treaty bodies' mandates, such as issuing General Comments, should have no implications on the resources allocated to the treaty body system. Furthermore, maximizing the performance of the secretariats of the treaty bodies through efficient management within existing resources is also required to cope with the new budgetary constraints.

Absence of a Code of Conduct for members of treaty bodies: While Member States have systematically nominated and elected candidates with high moral standards and professional competence, it is self-evident that the adoption of a code of conduct (similar to what has been ratified in 2007 for Special Rapporteurs) is crucial for Committee members to discharge their duties by retaining their independence, competence and impartiality. Such qualities of the members of the treaty bodies are not only indispensable perquisites for an effective treaty bodies system, but further improvement of these aspects, including the prevention of conflict of interests, is also required. The Islamic Republic of Iran believes that codifying these qualities through a binding document would be a step in the right direction.

Significant accumulation of backlogs: To avoid further backlogs, it is important to work to achieve a clear and regularized schedule for reporting by the States parties. As an exceptional measure, many States submit a combined report instead of two or more periodic reports which has curbed the accumulation of reporting obligations and, as a result, reduced backlogs. The increased time period between report considerations will also enable States to submit a more cohesive report on new legislative, judicial, administrative or other measures employed to promote and protect human rights. Following similar proposals from other States, the Islamic Republic of Iran concurs that having an eight-year review cycle for comprehensive reviews of the State parties will inevitably contribute to the synchronization of the timing of the reviews and the reduction of backlogs.

Furthermore, concluding observations and recommendations made by each treaty body at the end of consideration of States parties periodic reports should be short, focused and concrete, bearing in mind the particularity mandate of each treaty body and the requirements of each of the initial or periodic reports considered.

Proliferation of different working methods for similar processes: Treaty bodies should be encouraged to continue to progress in the direction of harmonizing their working methods, bearing in mind their respective mandates’ particularity and requirements. In this context, the chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies should continue to facilitate coordination and harmonization of the organizational work, strictly within the scope and the mandate of each treaty body. Suggestions by the chairs have to be approved by each treaty body, in accordance with its respective rules of procedure. 

It is essential to fully respect the mandate of each treaty body as enshrined in the relevant treaty. Any attempt to create a new mandate, be it to deal with urgent issues or act beyond the parameters of their existing mandates, would be counterproductive and may overlap with the work of other international bodies.

In this regard, respecting the independence of treaty body members and the importance of avoiding any act that would interfere with the exercise of their functions is crucial for the Secretariat of the corresponding treaty body. By the same token, the neutrality of the OHCHR in preparing information concerning the election of members of the human rights treaty bodies must also be preserved and encouraged.

In closing, it should be noted that the while 2020 review of the GA Resolution 68/268 provides the opportunity to enhance the work of the human rights treaty body system to make it more effective and efficient as a fundamental tool to promote and protect the universally recognized human rights, unfortunately the prospect still looms that without due consideration of past examples, the result may very well impinge on the quality of the treaty bodies work.

Thank You.
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