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6 November 2015
Questionnaire re. General Assembly resolution A/68/268
The General Assembly, in resolution 68/268 on “Strengthening and enhancing the effective
functioning of the human rights treaty body system,” which was adopted on 9 April 2014, “requests
the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly, on a biennial basis, a comprehensive
report on the status of the human rights treaty body system and the progress achieved by the human
rights treaty bodies in realizing greater efficiency and effectiveness in their work, including the
number of reports submitted and reviewed by the committees, the visits undertaken and the
individual communications received and reviewed, where applicable, the state of the backlog,
capacity-building efforts and the results achieved, as well as the situation in terms of ratifications,
increased reporting and the allocation of meeting time and proposals on measures, including on the
basis of information and observations from Member States, to enhance the engagement of all States
parties in the dialogue with the treaty bodies” (paragraph 40).
In preparation of the above-mentioned report, OHCHR would appreciate receiving:
a) Comments by States on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/268 in
general, and
b) Information on any action taken to follow-up on and/or implement the following
provisions of General Assembly resolution 68/268, which are specifically addressed to States:
10. Encourages States parties to continue their efforts to nominate experts of high
moral standing and recognized competence and experience in the field of human rights, in
particular in the field covered by the relevant treaty, and, as appropriate, to consider adopting
national policies or processes with respect to the nomination of experts as candidates for
human rights treaty bodies;
13. Encourages States parties, in the election of treaty body experts, to give due
consideration, as stipulated in the relevant human rights instruments, to equitable
geographical distribution, the representation of the different forms of civilization and the
principal legal systems, balanced gender representation and the participation of experts with
disabilities in the membership of the human rights treaty bodies;
7.
Recommends the more efficient and effective use of the meetings of States
parties, inter alia, by proposing and organizing discussions on matters related to the
implementation of each treaty;
8.
Strongly condemns all acts of intimidation and reprisals against individuals and
groups for their contribution to the work of the human rights treaty bodies, and urges States to
take all appropriate action, consistent with the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of
Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and all other relevant human rights instruments,
to prevent and eliminate such human rights violations;
Please submit replies to this questionnaire by 13 January 2016 to registry@ohchr.org.
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