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T he treaty body system is going through a very 
exciting time. In a few days it is expected that the 

UN General Assembly process to strengthen the treaty 
body system will most probably be finalized after two 
intense years of consultation and the publication by the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, 
of a landmark report in June 2012. 

The GA resolution is a major historical achievement for 
the human rights community and the ten treaty bodies.  

This success, which we will report upon in more details 
in a future issue of this HRTD Newsletter, is of course 
not an end in itself. When one process finishes, another 
one starts. A new era for treaty bodies, built on the new 
GA resolution, has started and all Stakeholders of the 
system will have to follow-up on the resolution in order 
to provide for a new refreshed and modernize treaty 
monitoring system. 

It is high time also to acknowledge the sincere efforts by 
all the during this four years journey. The consultative 
process to strengthen the treaty body system has been 
a roller-coaster with ups and downs during almost five 
years. Ending on an “up” was certainly not a given and 
States remained objective up to the end to recognize 

the centrality of the human rights treaty body system 
and its lack of resources and harmonization.  

Treaty bodies were systematically consulted throughout 
the process and their Chairs were very closely 
associated to the GA dynamics. The Co-facilitators of 
the GA process (H.E. Gréta Gunnarsdóttir, H.E. Desra 
Percaya and later H.E. Mohamed Khiari) took on the 
challenge to understand a complex treaty architecture. 
They displayed wise and balanced leadership in close 
cooperation with all Member States of the UN and other 
stakeholders. Civil society also played an important role 
by providing critical independent thinking and 
constructive proposals. It is highly time to congratulate 
all parties for their ongoing efforts to achieve. 

Through the review mechanisms built in the GA 
resolution, the treaty bodies will maintain the future 
support of the General Assembly, on basis of objective 
needs and workloads. At the end of this long journey, 
the main objective of this unique process is and remains 
the reinforcement of human rights protection for all 
individuals in all States. Together let us continue to pay 
close attention to the work of the human rights treaty 
body system and continually improve it both in terms of 
efficiency and alignment. 

Informal consultation of Treaty Body Chairpersons in Washington organized by the Washington College of Law and OHCHR          

(30 January - 1st February 2014) © OHCHR   

Message from the Director of the Human Rights Treaties Division 
 

After a fruitful journey, a new era for the human rights community  



 

 2 

    
 

OHCHR - HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES DIVISION Newsletter No. 22 / January - March 2014 

  TABLE OF CONTENTS  

EDITORIAL  Message from the Director  
 

INTERVIEW 

 

 Ms. Agnes Aidoo (Former member of the CRC)  
      “My experience on the CRC Committee can only be described as priceless” 

  
3 

 Informal consultation of Chairpersons of Treaty Bodies in Washington D.C.
  

 
TREATY BODY 

STRENGTHENING  

 High Commissioner satisfied with outcome of the inter-governmental  
process on treaty body strengthening, calls for swift adoption by the  
General Assembly  

 

 NGOs welcome outcome of the inter-governmental process on treaty body 
strengthening 6 

UNVFVT  Visit to a rehabilitation centre for victims of torture in Zarqa, Jordan 
  

 

CURRENT  

DEVELOPMENTS  
 CRC-OPIC: Entry into force: Views and expectations    

 Portugal (State party) 8 

 Child Rights Connect (Civil society) 9 

 Launch of new treaty body database 10 

 Release of interactive maps on ratification/accession 11 

 Findings from Survey Monkey 12 

 Election – The Human Rights Committee 13 

CAPACITY-

BUILDING  
 Training Seminar on the UPR and treaty bodies reporting process in  

Kinshasa 
 

 Namibia: Training workshop on human rights reporting for the  
Inter-ministerial Committee and the civil society  

 Palestine Government solicits OHCHR support as it considers ratifying 
ICESCR and ICCPR 

 

NEWS ON SUB-

COMMITTEE ON 

PREVENTION OF 

TORTURE  

 Mission to Gabon 16 

 Follow up visit to Cambodia 
16 

NEW 

PUBLICATIONS 
 UN Women mapping gender provision constitutions worldwide 

 Realizing the Right to Development: Essays in Commemoration of 25 Years 
of the United Nations Declaration on the Right to Development 

 Realizing women’s rights to land and other productive resources 

 

OTHERS  
 Latest signatures-ratifications-accessions  18-19 

 Latest State Party reports received   20 

 Info on the Human Rights Treaties Division 24 

 Useful tools and links 25 

1 

5 

7 

17 

5 

14 

14 

15 



 

 3 

OHCHR - HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES DIVISION 

W hat changes have there 
been in your life since stepping 
down from the Committee?  

I have had more time to 
concentrate on and contribute to activities related 
to children and women in my home country, 
Ghana. In particular, I am active with an NGO, the 
National Partnership for Children’s Trust, which 
mobilizes resources from corporate bodies to 
support health, sanitation and educational activities 
in underprivileged basic (primary) schools.  For 
some time now I lead a team to train teachers and 
organize Reading Clinics for young children whose 
poor reading skills affect their performance at 
school in all subjects.  

What would you say about your experience as a 
member of the CRC for seven years? 

My experience on the CRC Committee can only be 
described as priceless. While I had worked as a 
professional and an expert in the UN system for 21 
years in all regions except the Pacific, the 
Committee brought me into contact with dedicated 
experts on children’s rights from 17 different 
countries as well as  Government representatives, 
UN agencies, academia, NGOs and children from 
around the world. The Committee enabled me to 
practise my advocacy for children at another level, 
especially with States parties with obligations under 
the Convention and with concerned NGOs and 
institutions. 

What was your greatest moment with the 
Committee? 

I think I had two types of great moments. The first 
type was when I served as a Country Rapporteur to 
lead the dialogue with a State party and after my 
serious preparation and very professional 
discourse the State party delegation, NGO 
observers and colleagues on the Committee came 
to congratulate me for the analytical, professional 
and sensitive manner in which I had conducted the 
dialogue. This happened several times with states 
parties from all regions. The second greatest 
moment was when we celebrated the 20th 
Anniversary of the Convention in 2009. The large 
number of participants, the incredible exchanges 
and witnessing made me feel that we are doing 
something very worthwhile for children and 
humanity. The Committee’s publication, 18 
Candles, to which I contributed a chapter on 
Education, is also a highlight for me. 

After some 20 years of existence, what do you 
think are the major challenges facing the 
Committee? 

The Committee has performed reasonably well. Its 
constraints that have to be resolved now include: i) 
ensuring and maintaining a high level of expertise, 

Interview with Agnes Aidoo,  
(former member of the Committee on the Rights of the Child) 

 

"My experience on the CRC Committee can only be 
described as priceless" 

HRTD interviewed Ms. Agnes 

Aidoo, who stepped down from  

the Committee on the Rights 

of the Child (CRC) in 2013 

after seven years of serving as 

a member of the Committee. 

She has shared with us 

invaluable insights and ideas 

for the treaty body system and 

the CRC as well as her new 

venture for children in Ghana 

after retirement. 

Agnes Aidoo during CRC session © OHCHR/Danielle Kirby 
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professionalism, independence and commitment 
among all its members; ii) providing it with 
adequate and motivated secretariat staff to support 
the Committee’s heavy workload; iii) providing it 
with working tools and equipment including 
computers and printers which were a bane to the 
Committee when I was there. In the future, more 
attention, resources and strategies need to be 
devoted to the effective follow-up to the 
Committee’s concluding observations and 
recommendations, and serious evaluations should 
be undertaken on the impact of its work. 

We understand that you have worked for the 
rights of the child in different capacities and at 
various levels. How do you think these 
experiences have shaped you and your life 
over the years? 

I had the privilege to work as a University 
Professor, Gender and Social Policy Adviser and 
UNICEF Global Adviser and Country 
Representative over my long career, with a 
particular focus on children’s rights. I have always 
felt strongly that human rights start with children’s 
rights and without  serious attention to fulfilling the 
rights of all children holistically, society ends up 
doing a lot of remedial work in human rights which 
may not always be effective.  I have tried to apply 
what I have learnt within my own immediate and 
extended families and in the social and 
professional contexts that I find myself even in 
retirement.  

We’ve learned that you started a very 
interesting project in Ghana. Could you tell us 
about this project? 

Yes, I am very excited to be involved in the 
establishment and running of a senior high school 
in my hometown, Mamponteng. This is a historic 
district capital which has never had a senior high 
school; therefore, most children are idle after junior 
high school. Since I abhor human wastage of any 
kind, I jumped at the opportunity to help when the 
Catholic Church found some American benefactors 
to help put up the buildings for what is now Our 
Lady of Grace Senior High School, Mamponteng. I 
served on the Project implementation Committee 
for the construction and I am now the Vice-
Chairperson of the School Oversight Committee. I 
expect to be on the first Board of Governors which 
is soon to be established. The school opened in 
October 2013 and has 171 students (104 girls and 
67 boys). With all my background in gender and 
child rights, I am organising to give orientations to 
the teachers and students on child rights and 
gender issues in education. I have also established 
a Memorial Fund in the name of my late parents, 

Francis and Theresa Aidoo, who were vitally 
committed to education. We have awarded the first 
scholarship to a bright and needy girl who had 
passed her Junior High School examinations very 
well but had stayed at home for two years without 
any support to further her education. 

How much do you think the rights of the child 
have been improved in Ghana? What 
contribution do you think the Committee has 
made to the improvement?  

Ghana has done well in the passage of legislation 
on children’s rights and the establishment of 
various institutions to ensure the welfare of 
children and to protect them from violence. The 
Committee’s concluding observations and 
recommendations in 2005 and our advocacy and 
technical support at different levels have helped to 
focus the attention of government departments and 
agencies and stimulate the NGO community into 
action. Still, there are huge constraints and gaps in 
the implementation of the Convention mostly due 
to inadequate allocation of resources and 
ineffective monitoring. 

Do you wish to make any remarks? 

I wish to record here my sincere appreciation to the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, the CRC Secretariat staff and interns and 
to all my colleagues on the Committee over the 
years (2007-2013) my deepest gratitude for their 
professional support and friendship which enabled 
me to make my modest contribution to the noble 
work of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
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Informal consultation of the 
chairpersons of Treaty Bodies in  

Washington DC   
(31 Jan – 1 Feb 2014)  

 

“The strengthening process will be 
effective to the extent that concrete change 
is brought to the lives of women, men and 

children” say the Chairpersons 

A n informal consultation of Treaty Body 
Chairpersons was hosted by Claudio Grossman, 
Chairperson of the Annual meeting of 
Chairpersons and Chairperson of CAT, at the 
American University Washington College of Law in 
Washington DC, USA, from 30 January to               
1 February 2014. The gathering was co-sponsored 
by the American Society of International Law 
(ASIL) and the International Bar Association (IBA). 

During the consultation, the Chairpersons analyzed 
the inter-governmental process, engaged with the 
Co-facilitators, Permanent Representatives Greta 
Gunnarsdottir (Iceland) and Mohamed Kahled 
Khiari (Tunisia), and contributed the collective view 
of the Chairpersons to the process through a 
statement adopted at the end of the meeting. In 
their statement, the Chairpersons reiterated the 
five principles put forward at the 25th annual 
meeting of Chairpersons. In application of these 
principles, they formulated a number of 
considerations with respect to resources for treaty 
bodies; additional meeting time; the independence 
and impartiality of treaty body members and their 
status; capacity building for States; accessibility 
and visibility; and, working methods and 
harmonization.  

The informal consultation was attended by 
Malcolm Evans (Vice-Chairperson of the annual 
meeting of Chairpersons and Chairperson of the 
SPT), Alexey Avtonomov (Chairperson of CERD), 
Zdzislaw Kedzia (Chairperson of CESCR), Sir 
Nigel Rodley (Chairperson of the Human Rights 
Committee), Nicole Ameline (Chairperson of 
CEDAW), Maria Soledad Cisternas Reyes 
(Chairperson of CRPD), Emmanuel Decaux 
(Chairperson of CED) and Benyam Dawit Mezmur 
(Vice-Chairperson of CRC). Three representatives 
of the Human Rights Treaties Division of OHCHR 
also attended the consultation. The statement 
adopted by the Chairpersons was submitted to the 
Co-facilitators of the inter-governmental process 
and circulated to all member States. The statement 

proved very timely as it served to guide 
delegations in their final round of negotiations. 

 

High Commissioner satisfied with 
outcome of the inter-governmental 

process on treaty body 
strengthening, calls for swift 

adoption by the General Assembly 

 

T he General Assembly, through a draft 
resolution submitted by its President on           

12 February 2014 addresses the challenges faced 
by the treaty bodies in a comprehensive and 
sustainable manner. The General Assembly 
launched the intergovernmental process in 
February 2012 against the backdrop of increasing 
backlog of State party reports and 
communications, chronic under-resourcing, and 
the fact that many States parties do not report on 
time and some do not report at all. 

The measures proposed include, inter alia, 
granting more meeting time and human and 
financial resources from the regular budget to the 
treaty bodies. The draft resolution also puts 
forward a capacity building package, to be funded 
from the regular budget, to assist States parties 
with fulfilling the human rights obligations they 
have voluntarily contracted.  

It further proposes measures to modernize the 
treaty body system, make it more accessible, and 
foster internal harmonization among the ten treaty 
bodies. The outcome of the inter-governmental  
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Permanent Representatives Greta Gunnarsdottir (Iceland) and 

Mohamed Kahled Khiari (Tunisia), Claudio Grossman (CAT 

Chairperson) and Malcolm Evans (SPT Chairperson) during the 

informal consultation of Treaty Body Chairpersons (30 January - 

1st February 2014) © OHCHR  
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process constitutes a model of rationalization and 
cost-effectiveness, since it identifies savings and 
reinvests them in both improvements and capacity-
building. Indeed, all the measures enumerated 
should be financed essentially from cost-savings, 
and only minimal additional resources are thus 
required. This required an unprecedented 
demonstration of transparency by a UN 
department. The outcome is further innovative in 
that it establishes an incremental process of 
accountability and strengthening of the treaty body 
system, in contrast with the current ad-hoc 
requests for resources.  

The High Commissioner expressed her satisfaction 
with this ground-breaking outcome of the inter-
governmental process on treaty body 
strengthening which redesigns and improves the 
treaty body system’s funding architecture while 
preserving the independence of the treaty bodies. 
She has urged Member States to swiftly endorse 
the outcome in the relevant budgetary organs of 
the General Assembly, as well as in plenary.  

 

NGOs welcome outcome of the  
inter-governmental process on  
treaty body strengthening and  
draw attention to the need for  

concrete implementation  
by States of concluding observations 

A  number of key NGOs with longstanding 
records of cooperation with the treaty body system 
have welcomed, in a joint statement of 20 February 
2014, the outcome of the inter-governmental 
process on treaty body strengthening. They call on 
Member States to ensure that the budgetary 
impact of the draft resolution is agreed swiftly in 
the Fifth Committee so that all measures  can be 
given full effect without delay with a view to 
strengthen the protection of rights-holders. 

The NGOs specifically welcome the capacity 
building provisions in the outcome document which 
will enable States to report to treaty bodies in a 
timely fashion. They welcome in particular the call 

for programmatic responses by UN agencies, 
funds and programmes to support States’ 
compliance with their treaty obligations, while 
noting that national implementation of treaty body 
recommendations and views could have been 
addressed more in the outcome document. 

The NGOs further welcome the granting of 
additional meeting time to treaty bodies to enable 
them to address their backlog in reports and 
communications and note the granting of additional 
resources to the Subcommittee on Prevention of 
Torture.  They welcome the call for the progressive 
implementation of accessibility standards, while 
expressing disappointment that Member States 
could not agree to fund webcasting of the public 
sessions of the treaty bodies with immediate effect. 

The NGOs also welcome the provision in the 
outcome document which encourages States 
parties to adopt national processes for the 
nomination of candidates for treaty body 
membership and emphasize the need for such 
processes to be open and for all committee 
members to meet the highest standards of 
expertise and independence. 

The NGOs welcome the reaffirmation of the 
independence of the treaty bodies and the 
independence and impartiality of the treaty body 
members. In this regard, they regret the 
recommendation contained in the outcome 
document that word limits be applied on 
stakeholder documentation and the call on treaty 
bodies to limit the number of questions posed to 
States Parties in the List of Issues, considering that 
such recommendations fall within the sole 
competence of treaty bodies. Also in the area of 
treaty body working methods, the NGOs 
emphasize that the aligned consultation process 
for general comments should not lead to States 
Parties negotiating the content of treaty bodies’ 
general comments.  

While the NGOs further welcome the strong 
condemnation of reprisals which the outcome 
document contains, they would have wanted the 
resolution to call for universal human rights treaty 
ratification and note that 10% of States still have to 
ratify one of the two Covenants. 
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Director OHCHR’s Treaties Division visits rehabilitation centre for  
victims of torture in Jordan 

"It was moving, humbling and instructive for me to be among the 
victims of torture […] I was very pleased to see the UN Torture 

Fund make a change in the lives of people" 

O n 18 November 2013, Ibrahim Salama, Direc-
tor of Human Rights Treaties Division (HRTD), visi-
ted a rehabilitation centre for victims of torture in 
Zarqa, Jordan, run by the Centre for Victims of 
Torture – Jordan (CVT) with the support of the Uni-
ted Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture 
(the UN Torture Fund). CVT has been a recipient 
of the Fund since 2008 for their project to assist 
Iraqi victims of torture who fled to Jordan. It re-
cently received an emergency grant of USD 
150,000 to assist the victims of torture fleeing Sy-
ria. Through this emergency grant, CVT has been 
providing over 350 traumatized Syrian victims with 
health care as well as psychological and social 
counselling, through a new rehabilitation centre in 
Zarqa, close to Syrian refugee community settle-
ments.  
 
During his visit, a story was shared, which illus-
trated that war-related trauma and torture-related 
sequels do not only affect individual family mem-
bers, but may condemn the entire family to a totally 
dysfunctional state: A Syrian family came to CVT 
for help for their young son who ceased interacting 
with others. When the boy was in class, his school 
was bombed. When fleeing from the school, he 
saw a dog eating his best friend’s body. The son 
had not said a word ever since. CVT started family 
counselling and a few months later he started tal-
king, playing and laughing again. Relieved from his 
son’s recovery, the father asked for a private ses-
sion with CVT and explained that he was himself 
detained and tortured while his son’s school was 
bombed. He had not been able to talk about it be-
cause he felt guilty for  not having been able to 
protect his son. He has since also received 
treatment himself.  
  
Mr. Salama said: “It was moving, humbling and 
instructive for me to be among the victims of tor-
ture, listening to the horrifying stories that victims 
of torture had gone through. I was very impressed 
to meet the highly motivated local staff who are 
eager to assist victims and learn about human 

rights through their work.”  He added, “I was very 
pleased to see the UN Torture Fund make a 
change in the lives of people who have gone 
through terrible experience of torture, through a 
partnership with CVT. At the same time,  I was 
deeply saddened when the organization informed 
me that they could not cope with the fast increa-
sing number of victims desperately knocking on 
their door for help due to lack of funding.”  
 
For 2014, the UN Torture Fund has secured USD 
100,000 for the continuous support to the Project. 
With this amount, CVT plans to provide counselling 
to 300 Syrian victims of torture with a view to resto-
ring their dignity and confidence. However, the 
needs remain extraordinary, with a waiting list of 
some 600 victims, mostly women and children. 
The Fund is therefore seeking additional resources 
to be able to meet CVT’s needs.  
 
Mr. Salama emphasized, “Both stories – painful 
stories of victims of torture and life-changing sto-
ries of survivors through successful projects like 
CVT -- should be widely shared in order to make 
the world aware of the vicious impact of torture and 
to galvanize support for the victims and coura-
geous survivors of torture.” 
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“We hope that 14 April 2014 marks 
the beginning of a new era in 

which children have a stronger voice 
and are increasingly  

empowered as rights-holders.” 

 

P ortugal is a State Party to the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (CRC) since 1990 and to its first 

two Optional Protocols since 2003, having firmly 

supported the elaboration of the Optional Protocol 

to the CRC on a communications procedure (CRC-

OPIC). Portugal strongly believes that the commu-

nications procedures play a crucial role as a means 

to help States discharge their obligations under 

human rights treaties, as evidenced by the leading 

role we played in the elaboration and adoption of 

the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (OP-

ICESCR). We believe that the entry into force of 

both Protocols constitutes an important milestone 

since, among other important aspects, they bestow 

the competence to examine communications to the 

only two United Nations human rights treaty bodies 

still lacking it, thus completing the institutional 

framework on the basis of which treaty bodies 

operate. 

Immediately after CRC-OPIC was adopted, 

Portugal began its internal process with the view to 

sign it as soon as possible, and was pleased to do 

so on the very day of its opening for signature in 

Geneva, 28 February 2012. Then, it initiated its 

internal process of ratification. In Portugal, the 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs (MFA) is in charge of 

coordinating all internal ratification processes of 

international instruments. For the ratification of 

CRC-OPIC, the MFA consulted all relevant 

Ministries and public departments, including the 

Ministries of National Defense, Internal Affairs, 

Justice, Health, Education and Science, and 

Solidarity, Employment and Social Security, as well 

as the Bureau for Documentation and Comparative 

Law (Prosecutor General’s Office). They all agreed 

that the ratification of the Optional Protocol was 

appropriate, timely, useful and in line with the 

provisions of the Portuguese Constitution. The 

Optional Protocol was then submitted to the 

Parliament for approval and no obstacle was 

raised. Thus, the Portuguese ratification process 

progressed very smoothly and could be completed 

in a record time, one and a half years.  

On 24 September 2013, at the annual UN Treaty 

Event in New York, the Portuguese Minister for 

Foreign Affairs deposited the instrument of 

ratification of CRC-OPIC. Portugal thus became the 

seventh State to become a Party to this Optional 

Protocol, and is pleased that its ratification 

contributed to a swift entry into force of the new 

instrument. 

At the time of ratification, Portugal recognized all 

additional competences of the Committee on the 

Rights of the Child provided for under the CRC-

OPIC, notably to examine inter-State 

communications and to undertake inquiry proce-

dures in cases of grave or systematic violations of 

the CRC. This is in line with the long-standing 

Portuguese position of recognizing the fullest 

possible range of powers of the treaty bodies which 

monitor compliance with all core UN human rights 

treaties that Portugal is a Party to. This also came 

along with Portugal’s commitment to implementing 

the recommendations with regard to the ratification 

Signature of CRC OPIC by Portugal, (from left, Mr. Rui Machete, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Portugal, Mr. Miguel de Serpa 

Soares, the Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and UN 

Legal Counsel, and Ms. Marta Santos Pais, UN Secretary 

General's Special Representative on Violence against Children) 
© Portugal Mission 
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of CRC-OPIC as priority among other 

recommendations made through the Universal 

Periodic Review (UPR). 

The entry into force of CRC-OPIC will, in our view, 

make an important contribution to the promotion, 

protection and fulfillment of the rights of the child 

worldwide. The existence and entry into force of the 

new Optional Protocol is not enough. The States 

Parties to the Convention and its Optional Protocols 

should double their efforts and fully fulfill their obli-

gations in order achieve the realization of the rights 

of the child.  

CRC-OPIC should be made widely known to the 

public, particularly children, to be effective. Portugal, 

through the Office of the Secretary General’s 

Special Representative on Violence against 

Children, has developed and published a child-

friendly version of CRC-OPIC which it has made 

available online at http://www.gep.msess.gov.pt/

edicoes/outras/pfpc.pdf.  

 
Comments? Sharing views?  
Questions? Suggestions?  

Contact us at 
HRTD-newsletter@ohchr.org 

I n December 2011, the international community 

recognised that children too had the right to 

access justice internationally by adopting the third 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child on a communications procedure. 

Less than three years later, ten States translated 

this commitment into concrete action by ratifying 

the Optional Protocol. While we, the child rights 

community, celebrate its entry into force, we re-

main conscious that this is only the first step of the 

long route still ahead of us to make children’s 

rights a reality worldwide. 

The third protocol has immense potential: its 

procedures could serve as a model of child-

friendly justice; its outcomes could provide the 

specific and practical guidance that States cannot 

get from the reporting procedure and serve a pre-

ventative purpose. Its mere functioning could pro-

vide redress to victims by providing them a place 

to address their claims, after having exhausted 

domestic remedies.  

However, for this to happen - and for the protocol 

to cause a real change - it is crucial that each key 

actor plays its part. The Committee on the Rights 

of the Child is the centrepiece of the mechanism. It 

has the responsibility to ensure a truly and fully 

child-sensitive procedure, accessible to children 

and their champions.  

States are the protocol’s gatekeepers and execu-

tors. More States – all States – should ratify it to 

allow all children to access international justice. 

States parties to the protocol have the duty to 

make access to justice possible in practice by in-

forming children - as well as anyone that children 

expect to get information from (like parents, tea-

chers, social workers or lawyers), and assisting 

them to use it in a safe way, where needed. But 

they also have to follow the rules laid out in the 

protocol, including: protect those communicating 

with the Committee,  provide information within the 

set timeframes, take into consideration the Com-

mittee’s recommendations and provide redress to 

the victims, where relevant. We will continue to be 

the watchdog of this whole process.  

The protocol is not the solution to child rights viola-

tions. It is not an end, only a means to an end. Any 

situation brought up through this international tool 

will eventually need to be addressed and redres-

sed back home -- and this is up to all of us. 

Child Rights Connect  

(formerly the NGO Group for the CRC)  

 

Views and expectations of civil society 

The protocol is not an end in itself, only a means  
to end child rights violations.” 

http://www.gep.msess.gov.pt/edicoes/outras/pfpc.pdf
http://www.gep.msess.gov.pt/edicoes/outras/pfpc.pdf
mailto:HRTD-newsletter@ohchr.org
http://www.childrightsconnect.org/
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A new treaty body database  

OHCHR improves the visibility and accessibility of treaty bodies:  
Treaty Bodies’ web pages revamped 
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O HCHR has upgraded and streamlined all treaty bodies’ web pages to enhance the profile of the 
treaty bodies on the website and facilitate access to treaty body information, including for persons with 
disabilities. In addition, a new document management system, the treaty body database, has been 
created which instantly updates treaty bodies’ web pages with the most recent documentation.  

NEW features of the treaty bodies’ webpages include: 

Country-specific information, including reporting status 

This page provides a snapshot of a State’s acceptance of international human rights treaties, including 
individual complaints and inquiry procedures. It displays all documents related to each reporting cycle, as 
well as the due date for the submission of the next State party report. On this page, users can also 
visualise the reporting history of States parties. This information is also available on OHCHR country 
pages. 

Ex. Switzerland, information regarding its interaction with the CERD 

Calendar of treaty body meetings 

Users can now search, by treaty, country or region, when a State party report will be considered by a 
treaty body. This feature increases predictability and facilitates planning for the review by States parties, 
as well as other stakeholders, such as UN entities and civil society organizations.    

Deadlines for the submission of documentation 

Thanks to this feature, anyone can quickly find out when States parties’ reports, replies to lists of issues 
(including lists of issues prior to reporting) and follow-up information are due.  

Ex. Argentina is due to submit two reports in 2014 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.aspx
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/MasterCalendar.aspx?Type=Session&Lang=En
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/MasterCalendar.aspx
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Status of ratification searchable by country and by treaty 

This page displays, by country or by treaty, the status of ratification of international human rights treaties. 
For each State, the system also provides information on the acceptance of the individual complaints and 
inquiry procedures. This information is also available on OHCHR country pages. 

Late and non-reporting States  

Following a decision by the Chairpersons of the treaty bodies at their annual meeting in May 2013 
(http://goo.gl/4ClKyh), information on late reporting and non-reporting by States parties to international 
human rights treaties is now available on the OHCHR website. This information is automatically updated 
each time a new State party report is received and uploaded in the document management system. 

We welcome your feedback at HRTD-CBH@ohchr.org  

Release of interactive maps on ratification/accession  

T he Ratification dashboard is a comprehensive data visualization portal containing the latest status of 
ratification of the nine international human rights treaties and nine optional protocols to the treaties by all 
United Nations member States. The dashboard is a one-stop shop of information that makes it easier for 
government officials, development actors, civil society and researchers to learn about international 
human rights treaties and their respective state parties and signatories over the years. 

The dashboard allows users to view treaty ratification through interactive world and regional maps, 
which could be downloaded in pdf format. Users can generate some statistical data from the dashboard 
such as the number of the State parties to a treaty, download the data in excel, create filters to obtain a 
more tailored information such as status of acceptance of individual communications procedure and 
inquiry procedure. Users can also view an aggregated map that shows the total number of treaties and 
optional protocols each country has ratified. 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?Treaty=CCPR&Lang=en
http://goo.gl/4ClKyh
mailto:HRTD-CBH@ohchr.org
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Indicators/Pages/HRIndicatorsIndex.aspx
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Users can zoom in and out of the maps and view more specific information on the dates of ratification by 

hovering over a country. The dashboard also enables the users to select a specific country and view a 

detailed profile, including the ratification status for each treaty and a summary of declarations, which can 

be shared via social networks or e-mail.  The dashboard contains links to the text of each treaty, 

metadata information describing in detail the indicator, and webpages of the Treaty Monitoring Bodies. 

The dashboard is a useful resource for State parties, treaty body members, OHCHR staff, researchers, 

national human rights institutions and civil society in their research and advocacy to showcase progress 

in global human rights efforts. Additional human rights indicators will be incorporated into the dashboard 

in the near future. 

The dashboard was developed by the Human Rights Indicators team of OHCHR’s Research and Right to 

Development Division in collaboration with OHCHR’s Human Rights Treaties Division and the Information 

Management and Technology Section. To access the dashboard, click here with a crtl key. For any 

inquiry regarding the dashboard, contact Ms Grace Sanico Steffan (gsteffan@ohchr.org). 

Preliminary findings OHCHR survey on the State party review  

S ix months ago, OHCHR’s Human Rights Treaties Division (HRTD) launched an internal survey to 

collect information on treaty bodies’ State party reviews. Every Human Rights Officer is requested to 

answer a series of questions upon completion of the State party review s/he has supported. The survey 

allows OHCHR’ Treaties Division to collect information on a broad scale and across treaty bodies 

regarding the State party review, and to identify trends and good practices. 

Some of the early results of the survey are presented here, with the caveat that the findings may change 

as more entries are received. The preliminary results cover 53 State Party reviews in the period between 

September 2013 and February 2014.   

State party documents 

Only 63% of initial and periodic reports submitted by States parties comply with the length prescribed in 

the harmonized guidelines of the Chairpersons adopted in 2006. 56% of States parties reviewed (56%) 

submitted a common core document (CCD) together with a treaty-specific report. The information 

contained in the CCDs was found useful for the SP review in about half the cases (44%).  

Constructive dialogue 

Human Rights Officers supporting the State party review rated the dialogue as genuinely constructive in 

63% of cases. State party replies were considered evasive in 22% of cases and defensive in 14% of 

cases. Asked about good practices in following up on the previous treaty body recommendations, only 

23% of SPs were able to cite a good practice during the dialogue. 

Stakeholder participation in the State party review 

UN Country Teams and/or other UN entities submitted information to 60% of all State party reviews. In 

98% of State party reviews, input was received from civil society organisations (CSOs). The input was 

rated of good or excellent quality in 72% of the reviews.  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Indicators/Pages/HRIndicatorsIndex.aspx
mailto:gsteffan@ohchr.org
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Findings: survey on OHCHR’s Treaties Division support to  
Treaty Bodies and Board of Trustees 

I n December 2013, OHCHR’s Human Rights Treaties Division (HRTD) invited treaty body members and 
members of the Humanitarian Fund’s Board of Trustees to participate in a survey on the support received from 
OHCHR in fulfilling their mandate. While 88.2% of respondents expressed satisfaction with the quality of the 
support provided, a striking 85.3% of respondents deemed the number of staff providing support to the treaty 
bodies in OHCHR’s Treaties Division insufficient. The following are highlights of the survey which be repeated 
in December 2014.  

Quality of administrative support on issues relating to travel and daily subsistence allowance  

97.2% rating of satisfactory and above. 

Organisation of Committee sessions – liaising with States parties and coordinating stakeholder inputs  

94.4% rating of satisfactory and above. 

Adequate availability of documents in UN languages 

83.5% rating of satisfactory and above. 

Quality of induction training provided in 2013 

47.2% rating of satisfactory and above. 

Quality of substantive support for work of treaty bodies 

77.8% expressed satisfaction on the quality of support for list of issues/list of issues prior to reporting/list of 
themes. 70.6% expressed satisfaction on the quality of support for preliminary concluding observations.  
58.8% expressed satisfaction on the quality of support for general comments.  
73.5% were satisfied with support provided for treaty body Days of General Discussion. 

Timely Secretariat response to inter-sessional queries 

94.4% rating of satisfactory and above. 

Effective sharing of information between sessions 

86.1% rating of satisfactory and above. 

Updated and useful information on the treaty body strengthening process 

88.9% rating of satisfactory and above. 

Accessibility of meetings and materials for persons with disabilities 

36.1% rating of satisfactory and above. 

A new member elected  
to the Human Rights Committee 

O n 18 February 2014, the 33rd Meeting (extraordinary meeting) of States 

Parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights elected         

Mr. Andrei Paul Zlătescu (Romania) as a new member to the Human Rights 

Committee, replacing Ms. Iulia Antoanella Motoc (Romania), who resigned on    

4 November 2013, and whose term would have expired on 31 December 2014. 

The thirty-fourth Meeting of States Parties, scheduled on 24 June 2014, will hold 

two elections: the regular election of nine Committee members to replace those 

whose terms would end on 31 December; and an additional by-election to 

replace Mr. Kheshoe Parsad Matadeen, a Committee member who resigned in 

January and whose term was due to end on 31 December 2016. Mr. Andrei Paul Zlatescu © 

OHCHR / Danielle Kirby 
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Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC): 
OHCHR and MONUSCO support the Inter-
Ministerial Committee on Human Rights 

DRC determined to strengthen 
its national reporting mechanism  

and meet its reporting 
obligations  

I n Kinshasa, a training seminar on treaty body 
reporting processes and the Universal Periodic 

Review (UPR) was organized by the UN Joint 
Human Rights Office in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC/MONUSCO) with the support of 
the UPR Voluntary Fund for Financial and 
Technical Assistance from 16 to 20 December 
2013. The Secretary General of the Ministry of 
Human Rights opened the Seminar. The majority of 
the 40 participants were members of the Inter-
ministerial Committee on Human Rights (CIDH), a 
standing national reporting and coordination 
mechanism composed by representatives of 
Government, the Judiciary, Parliament and civil 
society. The seminar focused on reporting  to the 
international human rights treaty bodies, in 
particular the Human Rights Committee (HRCttee), 
the Committee against Torture (CAT), and the 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD). It successfully enhanced 
the capacity of the Inter-ministerial Committee to 
lead the DRC towards fulfilling its human rights 
reporting obligations under the UPR and 
international human rights treaties. 

Staff from OHCHR’s Human Rights Treaties 
Division made presentations on substantive articles 
of the ICCPR, ICERD and CAT, on the working 
methods and reporting guidelines of these 
Committees, and the simplified reporting 
procedure. The review of the DRC by CEDAW in 
July 2013 was webcast to participants by way of 
illustration.  

Presentations were followed by lively discussions 
and small group exercises simulating the drafting of 
State party reports to the treaty bodies. Throughout 
the seminar, the importance of active participation 
of civil society actors in the reporting process and 
follow-up to UPR and treaty bodies’ 
recommendations was highlighted. 

Participants showed a particular interest in the role 
of national reporting mechanism. They were keen 

to hear more about good practices from other 
countries that could strengthen their own 
effectiveness. At the end of the seminar, 
participants adopted a declaration through which 
they committed themselves to finalize pending 
periodic reports to the HRCttee, CAT and CERD, 
as well as the 2nd report to the UPR in the course of 
2014. They also committed to following up on the 
concluding observations recently adopted by CRC 
and CEDAW.  

 

Namibia - OHCHR supports newly 
elected Human Rights Council  
member Namibia in fulfilling  

its reporting obligations 

O n 17-18 February 2014, a training workshop 
on human rights reporting for the Inter-

Ministerial Committee and civil society was held in 
Windhoek, Namibia. The workshop was organized 
by the Government of Namibia with the support of 
OHCHR. The workshop sought to develop national 
capacity for the preparation of reports under the 
human rights treaties, particularly ICESCR and 
CRPD. It also enhanced the understanding by 
governmental officials and civil society partners of 
human rights and the international human rights 
mechanisms, such as the treaty bodies and the 
UPR. The workshop was attended by members of 
the Namibian Inter-Ministerial Committee on human 
rights and humanitarian law, the Ombudsman, 
representatives of civil society and members of the 
UN Country Team. 

 

Training workshop on human rights reporting was held in 

Windhoek, Namibia on 17-18 February 2014 © OHCHR  
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In his opening remarks, Hon. Tommy Nambahu 
(Deputy Minister of Justice) emphasized, 
"participants, particularly the colleagues from the 
various ministries who are involved in the process 
of compiling the State reports, should be able to 
understand that the process of satisfying a State’s 
international reporting obligations must be seen as 
an occasion for achieving a variety of objectives, 
including an opportunity to reaffirm our commitment 
as a country to respect the human rights of the 
citizens and to reassert that commitment in the 
domestic political forum, rather than as a routine or 
a formality." He added, "We appreciate the role of 
the civil society, including criticizing the 
Government on issues that they see is not getting 
Government attention, but we want them to be 
constructive partners in this exercise and for them 
to assist Government in meeting its obligations." 
Since 2014, Namibia is a new member of the 
Human Rights Council. 

Participants discussed the reporting obligations 
under the human rights treaties as well as the 
technical aspects of preparing reports to the treaty 
bodies. More importantly, the workshop provided a 
unique platform for government officials, civil 
society actors and others to continue a dialogue on 
a wide array of human rights challenges in Namibia 
and to devise programmatic and policy responses 
required by the national partners, civil society, the 
UN Country Team and other international partners.  
All national and international stakeholders present 
at the workshop reconfirmed their commitment to 
the finalization of Namibia’s pending treaty reports. 
They also pledged their support for the national 
human rights action plan by the Ombudsman 
through the UN Partnership Framework 2014-2018. 
 
The UN Resident Coordinator, Mr. Musinga 
Bandora informed that “the Namibia UN 
Partnership Framework 2014-2018 addresses, 

among others, human rights and commits us, 
working with the Government and other partners  to 
ensure that Namibia complies with international 
treaties including in the areas of treaty accession 
and ratification, monitoring as well as meeting its 
reporting obligations...” 
 

Palestine Government solicits 

OHCHR support as it considers 

ratifying ICESCR and ICCPR 

W ith the ability of the State of Palestine to ratify 
international treaties, OHCHR’s Treaties Division,  
joined hands with the OHCHR field presence in 
November 2013 to train Government officials of the 
State of Palestine on how to prepare reports under 
the ICCPR and ICESCR.  
 
A two day training of 40 officials from different 
ministries focused on identifying the information 
needed to prepare a common core document and 
an initial report and how to ensure civil society input 
to the process. Participants also acquired drafting 
techniques for writing a report.   
 
The training concluded with a mock session of the 
Human Rights Committee during which all 
participants had an opportunity to simulate a 
dialogue. The training built on a previous OHCHR 
training in in 2011, which looked at the substantive 
provisions of each Covenant.  
 
Staff of OHCHR’s Treaties Division seized the 
opportunity to provide training on treaty body 
reporting for a group of civil society organizations 
working on women’s rights, as well as to discuss 
cooperation with the Palestine Independent 
Commission for Human Rights. 
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Two-day training on treaty body reporting for Government officials of the State of Palestine and for a group of civil society 
organizations working on women’s rights in November 2013 © OHCHR 
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Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture visits 27 places  

of deprivation of liberty in Gabon 

T he United Nations Subcommittee on Prevention of 
Torture (SPT) conducted its first regular visit to Gabon 
from 3 to 12 December 2013. During the visit, the SPT 
met with the relevant Gabonese authorities and repre-
sentatives of civil society, and visited twenty-seven 
places of deprivation of liberty, including po-
lice and gendarmerie custody cells, prisons, detention 

centres and a psychiatric hospital in the cities of Libre-
ville, Bishkek and Lambaréné in the Provinces of the 
Estuaire, Moyen-Ogooué and Ogooué Maritime. 

During the visit, the SPT had the opportunity to assess 
the treatment of persons deprived of their liberty in Ga-
bon, as well as the safeguards for their protection 
against torture and ill-treatment. The SPT conducted 
private and confidential interviews with persons deprived 
of their liberty in the institutions that were visited. 

The SPT Delegation to Gabon was composed of the 
following members: Mr. Emilio GINES (Head of Delega-
tion), Ms. Suzanne JABBOUR (Vice-Chair of the SPT); 
Mr. Fortuné Gaetan ZONGO (Vice-Chair of the SPT); 
and Mr. Hans-Jörg Victor Bannwart. 

In accordance with the provisions of the Optional Proto-
col, the SPT will send its final report confidentially to Ga-
bon, which is encouraged to make it public. This would 
allow the State party to apply for financial support for the 
implementation of the SPT recommendations by the 
Special Fund established for such purposes under Ar-
ticle 26 of the OPCAT. 

For more information about the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture:  

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/opcat/index.htm 

Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cat-one.htm 

F or the second time since its creation, the Subcom-
mittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) carried out a 

follow-up visit, namely to the Kingdom of Cambodia 
from 9 to 13 December 2013. The purpose of the visit 
was to follow-up on the recommendations issued by the 
SPT at its first regular visit to the country in December 
2009. The SPT delegation was able to meet Deputy 
Prime Minister Sar Kheng and welcomed this as an 
indication of how seriously Cambodia takes its 
obligations under OPCAT.  

In the course of the mission, the SPT visited nine 
places of deprivation of liberty, including police stations, 
prisons, a drug rehabilitation centre, a social welfare 
centre and an Immigration Centre, and met with State 
officials and civil society. 

“The time has come for the country to fulfil its 
international commitments by establishing an 
independent National Preventive Mechanism,” said 
SPT Chairperson Malcolm Evans in the press release 

upon the conclusion of the visit. “This is a vital first step 
on the road towards preventing torture and ill-treatment 
in detention.”  

The visit, which was supported by OHCHR’s country 
office and its Prison Reform Support Programme, 
received significant coverage in the national media.  

 “We have found the visit very enlightening and believe 
it lays the groundwork for future progress in improving 
the treatment of detainees in Cambodia,” concluded   
Mr. Evans.  

The SPT delegation was composed of Mr. Malcolm 
Evans, Chairperson of the SPT and Head of delegation, 
Ms. Lowell Patria Goddard, Mr. Milos Jankovic and   
Ms. June Lopez.  

The visit also contributed to the further development of 
SPT’s methodology for follow-up in the interests of 
enhancing the impact of its work at the national level. 

Subcommittee on the Prevention of Torture (SPT)  

conducts follow-up visit to Cambodia  

Security Officer, Hans-Jörg Victor Bannwart (Member of SPT), 
Catherine de Preux de Baet, Human Rights Officer, Suzanne 
Jabbour (Vice-Chair of  SPT); Hui Lu, Human Rights Officer, 
Emilio Gines (Head of Delegation), Marie-Joseph Ayissi, Human 
Rights Officer, Mr. Fortuné Gaetan Zongo (Vice-Chair of SPT) © 
OHCHR 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/opcat/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/cat-one.htm
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New Publications 

UN Women launches first-ever database 

mapping gender provisions in constitutions 

worldwide: Global mapping covers  

195 constitutions across five regions 

I n December 2013, UN Women launched a 
Constitutional Database 
(http://constitutions.unwomen.org) which, for the 
first time, examines Constitutions through a gender 
lens, mapping the principles and rules which 
guarantee, deny, or protect the rights of women and 
girls around the world. Constitutions have an 
important impact on women. They are markers 
providing a framework for human rights and the 
responsibilities of the authorities. The Committee 
on Elimination of All Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW) has often 
commented on the contents of 
national constitutions, which is 
echoed by the UN Women’s 
report Progress of the World’s 
Women. 

The database, to be updated annually, provides a 
comprehensive overview of the current status of 
provisions relevant to women’s rights and gender 
equality around the world, and allows for the 
comparison of data among countries. The resource 
covers 195 countries and is organized by region. 
The database makes the constitutions available in 
the original language, as well as official English 
translations. Allowing users to search by keyword, 
legal provisions are grouped into 16 categories 
which include: rights of women; public authorities, 
institutions and services; political participation and 
freedom of association; citizenship and nationality; 
education; employment; marriage and family life; 
status of religious/customary law; status of 
international law (including human rights law); right 
to property/inheritance; and reproductive rights.  

Realizing women's rights to 

land and other productive 

resources 

W omen’s access to, use of and 
control over land and other 
productive resources are essential to 

ensuring their right to equality and to an adequate 
standard of living. Throughout the world, gender 
inequality, when it comes to land and other 

productive resources, is related to women’s poverty 
and exclusion.  Barriers which prevent women’s 
access to, use of and control over land and other 
productive resources often include inadequate legal 
standards and/or ineffective implementation at 
national and local levels, as well as discriminatory 
cultural attitudes and practices at the institutional 
and community level. 

OHCHR and UN Women have jointly released a 
publication entitled “Realizing women's rights to 
land and other productive resources”   Its purpose 
is to provide detailed guidance to support the 
adoption and effective implementation of laws, 
policies and programmes to respect, protect and 
fulfil women’s rights to land and other productive 
resources. It presents an overview of international 
and regional legal and policy instruments 
recognizing women’s rights to land and other 
productive resources, and reviews ways of 
advancing a human rights-based approach to 
women’s right to land and other productive 
resources.  It sets out recommendations in a range 
of areas accompanied by good practices and case 
studies from different countries.  

For a full text of the publication, click here. 

Realizing the Right to 

Development: Essays in 

Commemoration of 25 Years 

of the United Nations 

Declaration on the Right to 

Development 

I n commemoration of the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the United 

Nations Declaration on the Right to Development, 
and with a view to advancing broader 
understanding of this right, OHCHR launched the 
landmark publication –“Realizing the Right to 
Development: Essays in Commemoration of 25 
Years of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Right to Development in December 2013. The 
publication presents analytical studies by more than 
30 international experts covering the context, 
meaning and application of the right to 
development. It annotates, elucidates and 
celebrates the right to development, its evolution, 
multiple dimensions and usefulness as a 
development paradigm in the current and future 
global context. 

http://constitutions.unwomen.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RealizingWomensRightstoLand.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RealizingWomensRightstoLand.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/RightDevelopmentInteractive_EN.pdf
http://constitutions.unwomen.org/
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Built around the themes of Situating, Understan-
ding, Cooperating for and Implementing the Right to 
Development, the contributions to this volume pay 
specific attention to the principles underlying this 
right, namely, active, free and meaningful participa-
tion in development; equality, non-discrimination 
and fair distribution of its benefits; self-determination 
and full sovereignty over natural wealth and re-
sources; the rule of law and good governance; hu-
man rights-based approaches to development; glo-
bal governance and reform; and social justice and 
equity, especially with regard to poverty, women 
and indigenous peoples. Further, these principles 
are applied to the issues of aid, debt, trade, techno-
logy transfer, intellectual property, access to medi-
cines and climate change in the context of interna-

tional cooperation, solidarity and the global part-
nership for development. The publication also gives 
an overview of the most salient challenges — based 
on actual development practice — to the transfor-
mative potential of the right to development. Finally, 
several chapters review proposals to monitor pro-
gress and enhance institutional support for imple-
menting the right to development. 

The contributions support the concept of an 
enabling environment for development that ensures 
freedom from want and freedom from fear for all. 

For a full text of the publication, click here with a ctrl 
key. 

Status of ratification of international human rights instruments  

(As of 27 March 2014) 
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LATEST TREATY SIGNATURES - RATIFICATIONS - ACCESSIONS 

November 2013 - February 2014 

OP-ICESCR Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and  

 Cultural Rights 

 Ratification by Finland (31 January 2014) 

CAT Convention against Torture and Other cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment 

 and Punishment 

 Signature by Viet Nam (07 November 2013) 

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other cruel, Inhuman or 

 Degrading Treatment and Punishment 

 Ratification by Greece (11 February 2014) 

 Accession by Lithuania (20 January 2014) 

CRC-OPAC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the  

 involvement of children in Armed Conflict 

 Ratification by Saint Lucia (15 January 2014) 

 Ratification by Estonia (12 February 2014) 

CRC-OPSC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale 

 of children, child prostitution and child pornography 

 Accession by Ethiopia (25 March 2014) 

CRC-OPIC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights to the Child on a  

 communications procedure 

 Ratification by Slovakia (3 December 2013) 

 Signature by Croatia (27 December 2013) 

 Ratification by Costa Rica (14 January 2014) 

CMW  International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 

 and Members of their Families 

 Signature by Haiti (05 December 2013) 

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

 Accession by Tuvalu (18 December 2013) 

 Ratification by Côte d’Ivoire (10 January 2014) 

 Ratification by Japan (20 January 2014) 

 Ratification by Andorra  (11 March 2014) 

 Ratification by Georgia (13 March 2014) 
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OP-CRPD Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

 Ratification by Andorra  (11 March 2014) 

CED International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced  

 Disapearances 

 Ratification by Portugal (Decl. Arts 31 & 32) (27 January 2014) 

For information on the status of ratification and signature of UN member states of UN human rights treaties and other interna-
tional treaties, as well as reservations and declarations, please see:  
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/Treaties.aspx?id=4&subid=A&lang=en 

An overview of the ratification status is accessible on:  

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?Treaty=CAT&Lang=en 

http://treaties.un.org/Pages/Treaties.aspx?id=4&subid=A&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-3-a&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-9-b&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-11-c&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-11-c&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-11-d&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-13&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15-a&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&lang=en
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/Treaties.aspx?id=4&subid=A&lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?Treaty=CAT&Lang=en
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 Brunei Darussalam CRC   2nd–3rd periodic report CRC/C/BRN/2-3            
(12/11/2013) 

 New Zealand CAT 6th periodic report CAT/C/NZL/6 (20/12/2013) 

 Philippines CMW 2nd periodic CMW/C/PHL/2 (13/03/2014) 

 Timor Leste CRC   2nd – 3rd periodic report CRC/C/TLS/2-3 
(15/11/2013) 

 

 Angola CESCR 4th–5th periodic report E/C.12/AGO/4-5 
(26/02/2014) 

 Congo CAT Initial report CAT/C/COG/1 (28/02/2014) 

 

Liberia 

CEDAW 7th-8th periodic report CEDAW/C/LBR/7-8 
(17/03/2014) 

 

Common 
Core  
Document 

HRI/CORE/LBR/2014 (17/03/2014) 

 Madagascar CEDAW 6th–7th periodic report CEDAW/C/MDG/6-7 
(24/01/2014) 

 Morocco CRPD Initial report CRPD/C/MAR/1 (17/03/2014) 

AFRICA 

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 
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http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CMW
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CRC
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CESCR
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CAT
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EUROPE, NORTH AMERICA 

AND CENTRAL ASIA 

 

 Armenia 
Common 
Core  
Document 

HRI/CORE/ARM/2014 (31/03/2014) 

 Belgium 
Common 
Core  
Document 

HRI/CORE/BEL/2012/Add.1(11/07/2013) 

 Canada CRPD Initial report CRPD/C/CAN/1 (11/02/2014)  

 Croatia CCPR 3rd periodic report CCPR/C/HRV/3 (14/01/2014) 

 
Czech Republic  CERD 10th–11th periodic report CERD/C/CZE/10-11 

(08/01/2014) 

 
France CEDAW 7th–8th periodic report CEDAW/C/FRA/7-8 

(14/02/2014) 

 Greece CCPR 2nd periodic report CCPR/C/GRC/2 (17/01/2014) 

 Ireland Common 
Core  
Document 

HRI/CORE/IRL/2014 (07/02/2014) 

 

Luxembourg  

CAT 6th-7th periodic report CAT/C/LUX/6-7 
(16/01/2014) 

CRPD Initial report CRPD/C/LUX/1 (04/03/2014) 

 

Montenegro  

CED CED/C/MNE/1 (07/02/2014) 

CRPD Initial report CRPD/C/MNE/1 (14/03/2014) 

 Netherlands CRC    4th periodic report CRC/C/NDL/4 (22/11/2013)  

 Norway Common 
Core  
Document 

HRI/CORE/NOR/2013 (06/11/2013)  

 
 
 
 
Slovakia  

Common 
Core  
Document 

HRI/CORE/SVK/2014 (27/01/2014) 

CAT 3rd periodic report CAT/C/SVK/3 (18/11/2013) 
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EUROPE, NORTH AMERICA 

AND CENTRAL ASIA 

 

 Spain CAT 6th periodic report CAT/C/ESP/6 (23/12/2013) 

 
The Former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia   

CESCR  2nd -4th periodic report E/C.12/MKD/2-4 
(17/02/2014)  

 Turkey CERD 4th–5th periodic report CERD/C/TUR/4-5 
(10/02/2014) 

 Uzbekistan CEDAW 5th periodic report CEDAW/C/UZB/5 
(28/02/2014) 
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 Iran CRPD Initial report CRPD/C/IRN/1 (24/12/2013) 

 Iraq CRC   2nd–4th periodic report CRC/C/IRQ/2-4 
(02/12/2013) 

 Saudi Arabia CAT 3rd–4th periodic report CRC/C/SAU/3-4 
(20/02/2014) 

NORTH AFRICA  

AND MIDDLE EAST 

mailto:REGISTRY@OHCHR.ORG
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CAT
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CESCR
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CERD
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CEDAW
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CRPD
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LATIN AMERICA  

AND THE CARIBBEAN 

 

 Bolivia CEDAW 5th–6th periodic report CEDAW/C/BOL/5-6 
(19/11/2013) 

 Colombia   CAT 5th periodic report CAT/C/COL/5 (30/12/2013) 

CERD 15th–16th periodic report CERD/C/COL/15-16 
(19/12/2013) 

 Costa Rica CERD 19th–22th periodic report CERD/C/CRI/19-22 

(17/01/2014) 

Haiti  CRC   2nd–3rd periodic report CRC/C/HTI/2-3 
(20/12/2013) 

 

CRPD Initial report CRPD/C/HTI/1 (20/03/2014) 

 Honduras CRPD Initial report CRPD/C/HND/1 (31/12/2013) 

   

Peru  

CRC   4th–5th  periodic report CRC/C/PER/4-5 
(06/11/2013) 

CRC-OPAC Initial report CRC/C/OPAC/PER/1 (18/02/2014) 

CRC-OPSC Initial report CRC/C/OPSC/PER/1 (18/02/2014) 

 Mexico  CED CED/C/MEX/1 (12/03/2014) 

 

 

Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines 

CRC   2nd periodic report CRC/C/VCT/2 (02/12/2013)  

 

Suriname CRC   3rd–4th periodic report CRC/C/SUR/3-4 
(16/01/2014)  
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Committee Committee Secretary 

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(CERD) 

cerd@ohchr.org 

 

Ms. Gabriella Habtom 

ghabtom@ohchr.org 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(CESCR) 

cescr@ohchr.org 

 

Ms. Maja Andrijasevic-Boko 

mandrijasevic-boko@ohchr.org 

Human Rights Committee (HRCttee)  

ccpr@ohchr.org 

 

Ms. Kate Fox 

kfox@ohchr.org  

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against  
Women (CEDAW) 

cedaw@ohchr.org 

 

Mr. Jakob Schneider 

jschneider@ohchr.org 

Committee against Torture (CAT) 

cat@ohchr.org 

 

Mr. Joao Nataf 

jnataf@ohchr.org 

Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT)  
opcat@ohchr.org 
 

Mr. Patrice Gillibert 

pgillibert@ohchr.org 

Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

crc@ohchr.org 

 

Ms. Allegra Franchetti 

afranchetti@ohchr.org 

Committee on Migrant Workers (CMW) 

cmw@ohchr.org 

 

Mr. Bradford Smith 

bsmith@ohchr.org 

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD) 

crpd@ohchr.org 

 

Mr. Jorge Araya 

jaraya@ohchr.org 

Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED)  

ced@ohchr.org 

 

Ms. Maria Giovanna Bianchi 
mgbianchi@ohchr.org 

Annual meeting of the Treaty Bodies Chairpersons 
mc.icm@ohchr.org 

Ms. Birgit Van Hout 
bvanhout@ohchr.org 

-  By raising awareness with country-based constituencies about upcoming considerations of reports by treaty body 

-  By encouraging partners to provide information to relevant treaty bodies 

-  By facilitating and encouraging implementation of treaty body recommendations 

YOU CAN BE OF CRUCIAL ASSISTANCE TO TREATY BODIES 

ENGAGE WITH THE HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES DIVISION ! 

OHCHR - HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES DIVISION Newsletter No 18 / Oct. - Nov. - Dec. 2012 
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HRTD NEWSLETTER 

…  Is issued on a quarterly basis with a view to providing in-depth information 

on the work of the treaty bodies, including interviews, analysis of decisions 

and activities. 

…  Is available on the treaty bodies’ webpage on the OHCHR website: 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/treaty/newsletter_treaty_bodies.htm 

…  Can be accessed by OHCHR staff on the OHCHR Intranet, together with more 

information on the work of the Human Rights Treaties Division, at:  

http://intranet.ohchr.org/Offices/Geneva/HumanRightsTreatiesDivision/Pa

ges/HRCTDpage.aspx 

…  Welcomes your views ! Please contact us at: HRTD-newsletter@ohchr.org  

USEFUL TOOLS AND LINKS 

…  Webpage on the Treaty bodies strengthening process:  

http://www2.ohchr.org/English/bodies/HRTD/index.htm 

…  Treaty Body Database http://tbinternet.ohchr.org 

…  Universal Human Rights Index: A user-friendly search engine with  

access to all recommendations of treaty bodies, special procedures and the 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR): http://uhri.ohchr.org/ 

…  Civil Society Section mailing-list: subscribe to email updates about  

human rights treaty bodies and other UN human rights activities: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/CivilSociety.aspx 

OHCHR SOCIAL MEDIA  

   Twitter  twitter.com/unrightswire  

   Facebook  facebook.com/unitednationshumanrights 
   Google+ gplus.to/unitednationshumanrights 
   Storify    storify.com/UNrightswire 
   Flickr   flickr.com/photos/unhumanrights 
   YouTube youtube.com/UNOHCHR 
   Tumblr united-nations-human-rights.tumblr.com/ 

OHCHR - HUMAN RIGHTS TREATIES DIVISION Newsletter No 18 / Oct. - Nov. - Dec. 2012 

CONTACT US ! 
Your comments are important:  

HRTD-newsletter@ohchr.org 
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