
How to promote the Guiding Principles in divided environments?
The perspectives of affected stakeholders

Open session on the Occasion of the First UN Forum on Business and Human Rights

We, civil society organizations from Europe and indigenous leaders from Central and South America organized this side 
event as an “open session” between indigenous and civil society representatives and members of the Working Group, 
based on short presentations of real cases and the perspective of indigenous communities.  We seek to create an environ-
ment of open exchange of ideas and questions, focused on the main challenges and recommendations promoting the 
Guiding Principles in local communities and particularly in indigenous populations. 

In this event you will learn:

1. The current situation -at community level- of conflicts 
between business and communities demanding respect for 
their human rights, particularly indigenous rights.

2. Some barriers to the effective implementation of the Gui-
ding Principles and gaps in the protection of human rights 
in the context of business activities, from the perspective of 
indigenous representatives.

3. The opinion of members of the Working Group on Busi-
ness and Human Rights related to these statements. 

4. The opinion of other participants such as representatives 
of States, enterprises, national institutions of human rights 
and civil society organizations. 

Last but not least, we invite you to become an active part 
of this dialogue, expressing your opinions and formulat-
ing your questions with the aim of contributing to this                              
analysis. 

Agenda:
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Palais des Nations, December 3rd 2012, 1:00 to 3:00 pm

Room XXI

Spanish and Russian into English simultaneous interpretation


