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SUBMISSION ON CHILD RIGHTS & SDGS SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT RECOVERY FROM THE
COVID -19 PANDEMIC
The Danish Institute for Human Rights welcomes the call for
submissions, communicated by email on 7 October 2020 by the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, on the status of children’s
rights in relation to ‘sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID19 pandemic’, and relevant goals under review, addressing the most
urgent challenges and noteworthy good practices.
The Institute would like to draw attention to the following points:
1. MOST URG ENT CHALLENG ES

In Denmark, the Minister for the Ministry of Social Affairs and the
Interior has emphasised the need to protect the rights of vulnerable
children during COVID-19.1 There has been a focus on the rights of
vulnerable children, e.g. children from homes with abusive, violent or
mental health issues.2 Moreover, the task of identifying mistreatment
of children has been additional challenging during COVID-19.3
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Several organisations have expressed concern on vulnerable families,
who have experienced added pressure due to COVID-19, both
economic and psychological. 4 The added pressure can be attributed to
the increased number of hours which the family members spend
together at home.
The pressure has led to an increase in conflicts and violence. The
request to be admitted to at crises centre for women who experience
domestic violence doubled in the spring 2020.5 The violence affects
children equally when they are the victims or witness domestic
violence.
As a related challenge, the organisations for children experience
capacity challenges due to a higher demand for their services. 6
Regarding children placed in foster care, the child’s social contact with
parents should, in general, proceed as usual. However, local authorities
have the authority to assess whether visits/contacts may be suspended
or limited due to COVID-19-restrictions or non-compliance with health
recommendations by the parents.7
A survey conducted with the participation of 350 social workers found
that 55% of social workers experienced less contact with vulnerable
children. Some social workers (app. 30) experienced cases, where the
decision of placing a child in care has been communicated through
online meetings.8
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Moreover, digital offences have proven a challenge given an increased
use of social media during the pandemic. The number of offences on
the internet has allegedly increased significantly compared with 2019. 9
2. GOOD PRACTI CES

The authorities have addressed challenges in close collaboration with
civil society, exemplified by a political agreement joined by all parties
represented in parliament on partnerships on different vulnerable
groups during COVID-19, including a partnership partnership on
vulnerable children and young people. 10 The partnership consisted of
33 actors across sectors, including Save the Children, Children’s Welfare
and the Red Cross, which was politically appointed to facilitate the
partnership.
The partnership’s task is to continuously identify key challenges and act
on them, by either coordinating or adjusting their initiatives or by
initiating new initiatives together.
The parliament reached an agreement in the spring 2020 to establish
55 additional temporary places at the crisis centre as a response to the
increased demand during COVID-19. The places in the emergency crises
centre were occupied by 23 women and 28 children. 11 There has
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recently been a political majority in favour of establishing 100 extra
permanent places.12
On 9 June 2020 the parliament reached a political agreement to add
additional funds to summer activities for children and juveniles. The
summer activities had the object of crime prevention through academic
or social activities and fill out the vocational gaps occurred because of
the closure of schools in the spring. 13
Moreover, the parliament adopted an act in September 2020, which
enables parents unable to work from home or unable to arrange with
vacation days, to stay home with children barred from going to school
or day care due to local outbreaks of COVID-19 in the school or day
care, for up to 10 days per child with unemployment allowances.14
Yours sincerely,

Emilie Thage
LEGAL ADV IS ER
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