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Selected projects of Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC) / Austrian 
Development Agency (ADA) to support child rights of children working 

and/or living on the street 

The Austrian Development Cooperation (ADC) / Austrian Development Agency (ADA) 
supports a couple of projects and activities that aim at strengthening child rights in general. 
Among these there are also some projects that specifically focus on promoting and protecting 
child rights of children working and/or living on the street or where children working on the 
street are at least an indirect target group.  

I. General approach of ADC/ADA to human rights  
Our engagement is thereby principally based on the Austrian Development Cooperation Act 
(2003), which outlines ensuring peace and security as one particular objective of ADC/ADA, 
especially by promoting democracy, rule of law, human rights and good governance.1 The 
ADC/ADA human rights policy document2 as well as the human rights manual3 specifies our 
engagement with respect to human rights. According to these documents, ADC/ADA supports 
human rights primarily at three different levels:  

1) Human rights as a principle of ADC: at this level, the principles of non-discrimination 
and equal opportunities, participation and empowerment as well as accountability are 
integrated into all projects and programmes and at all stages of the project cycle 
management. This also includes the participation and empowerment of children as 
enshrined e.g. in the UN Convention on the rights of the child. 

2) Human rights as a sector of ADC: this relates to the support of certain projects and 
programmes that specifically promote human rights or where human rights are key 
components of the project – in this context, ADC/ADA also supports a couple of 
specific projects that aim at supporting the rights of children (HR Manual, pp. 39ff.). 

3) Human rights in policy dialogue: this level relates to the issue of how to integrate 
human rights in the policy dialogue at the bilateral, multi-bilateral and multilateral 
level, including budget support, see Manual pp. 46ff.  

II. Specific projects to support child rights of children working/living on the 
street 
In implementing human rights as a sector, ADC/ADA supports e.g. the following projects that 
aim at strengthening the rights of children (and mostly indirectly also the rights of children 
working and / or living on the street):  

1) Street children become school children – integrating children in social and 
school structures, 01.07.2009 – 30.06.2010 

This project specifically aimed at accommodating around 50 street children in the greater 
Kampala region in the SASCU children-care-centre and in a second step transferring them to 
primary and secondary schools. Bringing street children to school and providing them with 
better living conditions and educational opportunities were thus the overriding goals of this 
project. Primary target groups were neglected or homeless children at the age between 2 
and 14 years whose parents could not (or were not willing to) take care of them (e.g. orphans 
due to HIV / AIDS or child soldiers).  

Activities included: taking care of the children via social workers in a rented area (incl. a 
house, playing ground); including children in school structures in order to make them literate; 
psychological and medical care; professional resettling of children at the age of 14 years and 
above. While strengthening children’s rights was not specifically part of the project, the 

                                                 
1 See Section 1 Paragraph 3 (2) of the Austrian Development Cooperation Act at 
http://www.bmeia.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/bmeia/media/2-
Aussenpolitik_Zentrale/EZA_englisch/269_joint_act.pdf. 
2 The human rights policy document can be found here: 
http://www.entwicklung.at/uploads/media/PD_Human_rights_July2011.pdf. 
3 http://www.entwicklung.at/uploads/media/HUMAN_RIGHTS_Manual__July_2010.pdf. 
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project at least indirectly contributed particularly to the promotion of economic, social and 
cultural rights of children like the right to education.  

In the end out of 62 street children who were accomodated in the child care centre, 52 
regularly asttended schools; only one of them did not succeed in graduating to the upper 
class; all children were regularly medically checked; and many sports and cultural as well as 
hygiene and environmental trainings were undertaken. 

2) Promoting children rights and capacity building, Timor Leste, 01.02.2006 – 
31.12.2009 

Primary goal of this project was to provide greater access and exposure to information on 
children's rights and the need for the protection of these rights to primacy school students, 
teachers, and women's groups throughout Timor Leste. This was primarily done via the Alola 
foundation (a local NGO) responsible for raising awareness and advocating for the protection 
of children’s rights as well as via established networks of the Alola Foundation, teachers, 
public institutions and service facilities that aimed at ensuring that human and children’s 
rights are respected also after the finalisation of the project.  

Particular activities included (among others) trainings and capacity building for the Alola 
foundation to integrate child rights promotion and protection into their programmes and to 
promote the adoption of the “Lafaek Child Rights Magazine” that included articles about 
children’s rights, national topics as well as health issues. The project also included so-called 
extension services for the promotion of children’s rights like a mobile theatre for children or 
countrywide correspondence with a pen friend programmes, as well as the organisation of 
participatory activities based on the promotion and protection of children’s rights.  

The project was evaluated with the following results: About 72% of the primary school 
students had heard of children’s rights (in comparison to 37% at the beginning of the 
project); 85% of teachers reported that they had implemented children’s rights activities in 
their classrooms thereby using the Lafaek magazine; promotion activities for children’s rights 
are part of all of the Alola Foundation’s projects; about 88% of the primary school students in 
Friendship schools reported that they changed their behaviour since learning about 
children’s rights; the Lafaek magazine was distributed widely; many children participated in 
the Pen Pal program or a children’s rights story book was produced and distributed. While 
this project was not specifically devoted to street children, via teaching children and teachers 
about human rights, it also indirectly contributed to strengthening rights of street children.  

3) Developing a Child Protection Safety Net in Albania, 1.10.2009 – 30.4.2012;  

Primary objective of this project (implemented by Terre des Hommes, Mission in Albania) is 
to prevent child trafficking of Albanian children particularly to Greece but also within the 
country borders as well as to protect children from exploitation and abuse. Even though 
there are a couple of Albanian laws and policies that aim at preventing child trafficking, their 
implementation is not very effective. This is due to – among others – missing decentralised 
structures as well as missing multi-sector approaches.  

The project hence aims at establishing child protection units (CPUs) at the municipal level 
for the protection of children against child trafficking and other forms of abuse, violence or 
neglect and hence also supports Albanian institutions in implementing the national strategy 
for children and the corresponding action plans (2005 and 2010). CPUs contribute to raising 
awareness, develop strategies and mechanisms to prevent trafficking and abuse and identify 
and transfer children to schools. Furthermore, credible alternatives to child labour and 
begging are developed and are transmitted to parents and relevant communities as well as 
standards for the maintenance of children in relevant institutions. While street children are 
not a specific target group of the project, direct interventions on the street take place and 
since street children are particularly prone to child trafficking, they are also affected by the 
activities of the project.  

4) Advancing institutional response to challenges of trafficking in Human Beings 
in the Republic of Serbia; 01.01.2008 – 31.12.2010; 

This project (implemented by the Organisation for Security and Cooperation – OSCE – Serbia 
in cooperation with the local partner Judges Association of Serbia) contributed to activities 
that aim at curbing human and child trafficking in Serbia. Apart from child trafficking, child 
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prostitution or violence against children, cyber crimes are particularly dangerous for children 
(including street children). This is even more problematic, since there is no adequate 
regulation in Serbia and internet provider and children often lack awareness. The project 
hence aimed at counteracting these difficulties through activities in important areas such as 
criminal prosecution, (victim) protection and prevention, including awareness raising.  

Via broad campaigns, the public was, for example, generally informed about the dangers of 
human and child trafficking; in close cooperation with the NGO Astra, a couple of activities to 
prevent cyber crime were conducted; the project also supported the judiciary and the police in 
developing necessary capacities to prosecute those responsible for child trafficking (e.g. in 
the context of the project a manual for prosecutors and judges that supports them in 
combating human and child trafficking was developed); trainings on special investigative 
techniques were conducted for the Agency for Organized Crime (Sluzba za borbu protiv 
organizovanog kriminala) at the Ministry of Internal Affairs and support was also provided to 
the Agency for Coordination of Protection of Victims of Trafficking in Human Beings (THB) 
whose task is to serve as a focal point for the identification and reintegration of victims. Here, 
too, the project particularly also affected and strengthened the rights of street children.  

5) Advocacy for orphans and vulnerable children, Mozambique, 01.01.2009 - 
31.12.2011; 

Via this project, World Vision supports - through specific research (baseline studies in the 
target districts) and trainings on children’s rights and the action plan for orphans and 
vulnerable children (PA OVC) of Mozambique - the so far ineffective implementation of PA 
OVC as well as of other relevant policies that aim at improving child poverty in the region of 
Nampula (and also other regions). To reach this goal World Vision empowers its staff as well 
as communities and particularly children in Mozambique to identify major advocacy issues 
and advocate for the implementation of PA OVC and other child related policies on a 
provincial, district and local level.  

In the end (among others), relevant communities and the child parliament should have 
identified the three main advocacy issues and have targeted them; project staff and local 
stakeholders should have the capacities to undertake HIV/AIDS, PA OVC or children’s rights 
advocacy with communities; and structures of child participation should be established at the 
provincial level.  

Specific activities include: “train-the-trainer” activities, the participation of children and village 
communities to empower target groups to formulate their needs and rights towards 
responsible institutions. Children learn about their rights as well as the action plans for the 
protection of their rights and get the opportunity to engage in the children’s parliaments at 
district and municipal level for orphans and vulnerable children. While, here too, this project 
is not specifically devoted to street children, the promotion and trainings on children’s rights 
will also have an impact on strengthening rights of street children.  

6) Light for the World 2009-2011 

Inclusive development on a municipal level in selected regions of the focus countries 
Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Mozambique is the primary goal of this programme of the Austrian 
NGO light for the world. Persons with disabilities are the primary target group of this project. 
The project’s objective is to contribute that persons with disabilities are not only treated via a 
charity approach or only in medical terms, but to empower them to be integrated in all 
societal levels as active actors as well as to enable them to participate in the formulation of 
political and programmatic foundations for sustainable development.  

While persons with disabilities are the primary target group, the project also pays particular 
attention to – inter alia – children with disabilities. Since street children are particularly 
affected by disabilities, they represent at least indirectly an important target group of the 
project. 

Expected results include: persons and children with disabilities have access to integrated 
rehabilitation services and their capabilities are fostered; persons and children with 
disabilities can realize their civil and political as well as economic, social and cultural rights at 
an equal level; persons with disabilities establish organised advocacy groups; or that the 
WHO Guidelines on community-based rehabilitation (CBR) are implemented in practice. 
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Important activities include: training of field staff as well as of rehabilitation supporters; 
provision of therapeutic and pedagogical tools and means; promotion of the dialogue with 
decision makers; establishing local support groups (incl. sport groups etc.); supporting the 
establishment of local self-initiatives; “train the trainer “seminars for field staff.  

7)  Maintenance institution for children and youth in situations of crisis in 
Tiraspol/Transnistria, Moldova;  01.06.2010-31.05.2013 

The republic of Moldowa is one of the poorest countries in Europe. The situation in 
Transnistria is of particular concern. Due to increasing unemployment rates many people 
leave the country without taking care of their children who are left at their grandparents or 
totally alone. As a result, many children/adolescents start drinking or are becoming criminals, 
others are increasingly excluded from society.  

The caritas centre for crisis in Petruska in Tiraspol hence aims to help these children and 
reintegrate them into society. Children who are taken care of in this centre come from the 
streets or from socially disadvantaged families. Currently 25 children live in the centre, 35 
children visit the centre on a daily basis and 6 juveniles get shelter as well as psychological 
support. The projected parish-youth-centre will provide children with skills that empower 
them to survive at the labour market. Specific activities of the project include trainings for 
staff of the centres as well as connecting them with other relevant organisations that have 
experiences with street children in situations of crisis; specific activities are also conducted to 
advocate for the centre of Tiraspol.  

The project is specifically based on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
particularly aims at contributing to the rights of the child for safety, health and competent 
supervision and for a decent living standard, to guarantee its intellectual, social and spiritual 
upbringing.  

8) General and educational support to children and juveniles in Nicaragua, 
1.5.2009 – 30.4.2012 

Condega is a poor small town in the north of Nicaragua where unemployment rates are 
particularly high and investments in the region low. While poverty increases, living 
conditions gradually deteriorate for a large number of people. Children, juveniles and 
women are among those groups that are mostly affected by these developments.  

Thus the project’s objective is to support particularly children and adolescents as well as to 
provide them with educational opportunities. Direct target groups are around 120 children 
who are coming from poor families or have been neglected. Target groups are also parents 
of many of those children and around 1000 relatives and others that also live in those poor 
districts.  

Activities include the utilisation and further development of a centre („la fraternidad“) that 
fosters school attendance of children, provides children and juveniles with basic and 
advanced training opportunities and offers a room for creative leisure and cultural activities. 
Also training seminars for parents and other people from the district are held. All these 
activities aim at contributing to reducing juvenile crimes and to establish future prospects for 
young people in the town, including children living / working on the street.    

9) Improving the health situation of children in India; 1.1.2009 – 31.12.2011;  

The primary goal of this project is to sustainably support and improve the health situation of 
many of those 59.000 children who live below the poverty line in the population dealing with 
fishery in the region of Kerala in India. Reasons for their bad health conditions are particularly: 
ineffective supply channels of the state health system; under- and malnutrition; costly medical 
services; lack of information about medical services; lack of awareness in taking care of 
children and in the health system; unsanitary living conditions.  

The project hence supports the sustainable improvement of the health situation of the children 
(incl. children living/working on the street) in the region, particularly via supporting local 
voluntary ancillaries as well as connecting the Samhathi with the local population and 
supporting community based organisations (in particular women’s organisations) of the 
Samhathi.  
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Specific activities include: supporting the infrastructure and development of the already 
existing mobile clinic that is responsible for prevention and medical care; constant training for 
184 honorary staff (particularly women) that take care of and advice the population and liaise 
with educational service institutions; training and awareness raising activities about issues 
such as nutrition and hygiene; organising camps for children for diagnoses as well as the 
establishment of a database of their health situation; supporting the cooperation with already 
existing children clubs, organised by the Samhathi; developing and trainings for the 
development of gardens for vegetables and herbs.  


