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Foundation PARADA’s contribution at the panel “Good practices and 

lessons learned to promote the rights of children living and working on the streets” 

(01 Nov 2011, UNHR) 

  

From the PARADA’s experience, the best way in order to promote the rights of 
the children living and working on the street is to empower themselves.  

The empowerment of children which found themselves in a context of an extreme 
vulnerability is for sure the best way to insure that they would be able to protect 
themselves and to exercise theirs rights.  

 
How can we do, how can we achieve that? 
 
I would like to focus on the two main ways of intervention, on the two main tools 

that we use in our daily work in order to empower the children in street situation. 
 
 
First of all, the street work, the street intervention (outreach) is essential from our 

point of view. It is indeed essential for the children living in the street to be reached at 
their place of living, in the street. Children need to be known, to be understood by the 
social workers, you have to know them and to spend time with them, to understand their 
various personal experiences, even their achievements, their needs and their desires.  

 
For these actors working in the field, the social workers should make themselves 

easily recognised and available as much as possible for the children, young people and 
families living in precarious conditions and experiencing multiple forms of exclusion. 

Social street work has often arisen as a result of failure on the part of the State and 
institutions to take into consideration the needs of the most vulnerable and most excluded 
and this, in the a general context where concerns focus more on the symptoms rather than 
the causes. 

Through their availabilityy in the most excluded environments, street workers are 
the first and last link in the chain of education and welfare, when all other sources have 
failed. They are also a link which gives the educational and social agencies a second 
chance of providing new prospects for the young people living in the street. 

 
Through the social street work done in the field, a changing process is ready to 

start. The human contact, the communication, the personal example are powerful tools 
that may introduce children in a process of empowerment. 

 
However there are still countries, even in Europe, where street work is not yet 

recognized through the legislation or in practice, as an important social intervention tool  
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that happens on the long term and has remarkable results. From our point of view, the 
street work is the core of the intervention and should be recognized, promoted and 
protected by the laws and the official public policies.  

 
The second way that we use in order to empower children living on the street is 

the social art. PARADA started like that. Over 15 years ago, a young French clown, 
Miloud Oukili, freshly graduated from the prestigious circus school of Annie Fratellini, 
made a visit to Romania for a circus show. While in Bucharest, the capital city, Miloud 
discovered that there were children and youth living in the drain channels of the city. 
Considering that it would be useful to do something to improve their situation Miloud set 
up an organization for supporting homeless and marginalized children, youth and families 
living on the streets of Bucharest. 

The social circus fills empty spaces and builds bridges; it brings in colour, new 
forms to express themselves and offers them the chance to regain self-esteem and to trust 
them. 

The social art in general, the social circus in particular, is a way of action, a tool 
in order to reach and achieve social intervention and social objectives.  

First of all, it integrates the notion of participative approach. The circus program 
places the children in the centre of the intervention, as an actor performing its own 
development. 

Secondly, the circus is attractive, playful and ludic. Children enjoy watching, but 
more than this, playing circus. Even the circus ask for work and discipline, at first, the 
circus authorizes the laughter, the relaxation and the pleasure. Because of its 
attractiveness, it is also a front door the child would open beyond which he will find other 
services or social programs. 

The social circus will also overtake the child to its limits; it offers a way to better 
express himself, his fears, his angers, his experiences. Artistic expression allows for the 
recognition of emotions and their articulation because art is a different language in itself. 
Autonomy, solidarity, self-esteem, physical-fitness, communication, and adaptability are 
some of the skills learned and practiced in this frame. 

These skills are essential for children who had not have access to the school 
system or have a work. They are elements difficult to acquire in the absence of parental 
or institutional frame. This context does not indeed favour the development of the skills 
and thus the self-respect. By learning and progress in the art of circus the objective is to 
prove one’s its capacity to learn, to create, to progress and to be admired by the others.  

Clearly the objective then is not to train professionals of the circus, but to develop 
general skills, through the particular approach of circus arts. So these developed skills 
will be useful to turn possibly then to a domain of their choice 

But this project allows going farther than its own insertion. The circus can also be 
a mean to pass from the status of helpless and assisted person to the role of actor of its 
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own development, from the status of the one who receives to the one who gives, who 
may offer on his turn. 

 
From an external approach as to say, PARADA is member of two European ngo’s 

networks which play a major role in changing the general perception of children living in 
the street situation: I would mention in this context: Dynamo International (Street Social 
workers Network) and Caravan Network (European social circus school Network). Also, 
in its role as a Member of the Romanian Federation of the Non-governmental 
organizations for Children (FONPC), PARADA acts for the rights of children by 
supporting the legislative actions concerning the child protection in the Romanian 
Parliament.  

Despite that, we estimate that the Romanian public and political agenda shows a 
decreasingly interest in the street children right defense matters, especially after the 
accession of Romania at the EU (in 2007). 


