FAO RESPONSE to request C3468 from UN OHCHR for the report on approaches to protect and promote the rights of children working and/or living on the street. 
While engagement in the protection and promotion of the rights of children living and working in the streets is not explicitly a core area of FAO work, in some instances such as in work in peri-urban communities and work on nutrition security, children working and/or living in the streets are explicitly targeted. In addition, FAO is very much engaged in addressing one of the principal causes of children working and/or living in the streets: poverty and food insecurity. This engagement includes supporting governments and other stakeholders to sustainably increase agricultural production, improve natural resource management, prevent and respond to emergencies and promote economic and social development. FAO is also increasingly involved in efforts to prevent and reduce child labour in agriculture and rural areas and to promote decent youth employment. In addition, it provides knowledge and policy advice on rural-urban migration. 
Nutrition
The Nutrition and Consumer Protection Division of FAO (AGN) undertakes a good deal of work on nutrition for children of all ages and in all circumstances, including household and community interventions to ensure an adequate and nutritious diet for all children, nutrition education in schools, school gardens, youth initiatives such as the "Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger" global youth awareness and education programme, and information on the right to adequate food aimed at children "The Right to Food: A Window on the World". One example of how AGN nutrition programmes and activities help protect the rights of children is the approach used in school gardens, which focuses on acquiring useful life skills and ensures that children are not exploited in the cultivation and production of produce for sale.
In addition, one trust fund project "Promoting Nutrition of Children in Cities in Crisis – We Are the Future" is aimed specifically at socially-excluded and marginalized children, some of whom are street children. The project is funded by Starbucks, facilitated by the Glocal Forum and implemented through the Municipalities of Addis Ababa, Asmara, Freetown, Kabul, Kigali and Nablus. Partnerships with FAO, municipal authorities, NGO’s and other agencies have been formed for project implementation.  The project addresses issues related to food insecurity and poor nutrition of children who have been victims of violence and civil strife. The project provides support to We Are the Future (WAF) Children’s Centres operating in six cities in conflict and post-conflict areas. The primary beneficiaries are children (mainly OVCs) coming from orphanages or centres for children suggested by the municipality and urban youth selected from established local institutions, such as schools of agriculture, vocational training centres or Glocal Youth Associations. The youth are being trained in gardening (micro-agriculture), nutrition, health, and provided with life skills. They also receive training on how to conduct and manage the programme and on how to pass on their knowledge to young children attending the centres. The outcome is for the WAF child centres in each city to deliver an effective urban gardening and nutrition and health education programme to disadvantaged children and youth. 
Poverty alleviation and food security

Poverty and food insecurity are among the principal causes of child labour and independent child migration.  Low income or agricultural production within households can place vulnerable children and youth at risk of food insecurity and exploitation. Global challenges, such as climate change, increased demands for biofuels, smallholders in transition and the expansion of the informal sector, have left the rural poor increasingly vulnerable.

FAO implicitly works to address the root causes of child migration and exploitation through its various programmes aimed at supporting governments and other stakeholders to improve agricultural productivity and natural resource management, promote rural education and protect human health.  The goals of rural employment and decent work, including child labour prevention and reduction, and poverty alleviation and food security are dimensions of the same complex and multifaceted challenge which requires good governance both at the macro and micro levels.
For more information on FAO’s work on food security see FAO’s Good Agricultural Practices Database.

Child labour

Child labour is both a violation of a child’s right to be free from exploitation and a contributor to poverty. Sixty percent of child labour in the world is in agriculture, jeopardizing children’s futures and the development of the community. By preventing and reducing child labour in agriculture and allowing rural children to benefit from education and training, they will be more likely to obtain gainful jobs and have increased incomes as youth and adults. See FAO-ILO-IFAD policy brief: “Breaking the rural poverty cycle: Getting girls and boys out of work and into school”.
FAO’s active role in the International Partnership for Cooperation on Child Labour in Agriculture provides a way forward towards increased international cooperation, including joint work with agricultural and labour stakeholders at national levels to tackle this multifaceted development problem. FAO works through the International Partnership for Cooperation on Child Labour in Agriculture to:
1. Promote cooperation and achieve policy coherence on child labour among the Partners, and to develop policy and programme links especially at the field level;

2. Create awareness of and mainstream child labour concerns into existing activities, programmes and projects of agricultural organizations and help agricultural agencies and bodies to understand how the elimination of child labour in agriculture, especially hazardous child labour, contributes to achieving organizational mandates;

3. Promote action and cooperation in operational activities aimed at improving rural livelihoods, creating alternative income-generating activities;

4. Promote action and cooperation in operational activities to ensure that children do not carry out hazardous work in agriculture;

5. Promote opportunities for decent youth employment in agriculture and in rural areas.

 

The Partnership is active in providing support to governments’ National Action Plans on Child Labour in selected countries to address child labour in agriculture and promote education and relevant training opportunities for rural people. This includes capacity development of agricultural and labour stakeholders, including ministries, producers organizations, civil society, etc. and promotion of cooperation among them and others (including education ministries) and stakeholder coordination strategies.  Depending on the country context migrant child laboureres receive specific attention. See FAO activity report on child labour.
Education and employment for rural youth
Another key to preventing the emergence of street children is the promotion of quality education relevant to rural communities and decent rural youth employment. An example of good practice promoted by FAO is the Junior Farmer Field & Life Schools (JFFLS) approach.
The JFFLS approach, originally targeted at orphans and other vulnerable children and youth, combines relevant education and skills training with employment promotion. Through a unique methodology and curriculum, it teaches agricultural, life and entrepreneurship skills in an experiential and participatory learning approach with a focus on promoting more decent and gender-equal rural employment and preventing child labour. Participants are empowered with knowledge on agricultural, life and business skills, including issues such as psycho-social protection, child labour prevention, property rights, health, nutrition, environmental awareness, agri-business skills and also knowledge and protection from HIV and other. The goal of JFFLS is to empower vulnerable youth, and provide them with the livelihood options, life skills and gender-sensitive skills needed for long-term food security while reducing their vulnerability to destitution and risky coping strategies. 
Further, the JFFLS approach is linked to an employment-oriented component through which JFFLS graduates are encouraged and facilitated in this process to be actively involved in Youth Farmers’ Associations (YFAs) and cooperatives through which they can more easily access resources and place their produce on the markets. Since 2004, the JFFLS approach has been implemented in: Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia, Cameroon, DRC, Ghana, Rwanda, Burundi, Malawi, Sudan, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, Tanzania, West Bank and Gaza Strip and Nepal More than 19 000 youths have graduated from JFFLS schools. The institutionalization of the JFFLS and YFAs mechanism is key for sustainability. (http://www.fao-ilo.org/fao-ilo-youth/fao-ilo-jffls/en/).

An enabling environment for decent rural employment, including for youth, is also promoted at the country level and national policies and programmes should also bear in mind the higher propensity to migrate of (rural) youth to urban areas and abroad. 
Migration
The Gender, Equity and Rural Employment Division of FAO also promotes the improved management of rural-urban migration. Labour market information systems that capture rural labour dynamics in terms of skills needs and job opportunities are useful to provide rural youth with soft (managerial and leadership) and technical skills which prove useful both in their areas of residence and elsewhere, in the event they move. Information and awareness about their rights and access to basic services is also of outmost importance, both before leaving and upon arrival, to reduce the chances of exploitation and discrimination. It is important that youth who chose to migrate are making an informed choice, and partnership should be fostered between origin and destination.

Sound agricultural and food security policies can have a significant positive impact on migration outcomes by promoting more and better employment opportunities in rural areas (through enterprise development, employment-based safety nets, and more advanced agricultural technologies) and improving opportunities for rural residents to productively use the remittances they receive from migrant relatives. An important component of FAO’s work is to promote policies and programmes to enhance living conditions in rural settings, reduce the magnitude of distress out-migration, and improve the conditions under which international migration takes place.
Gender

It is crucial for the elimination of poverty, the achievement of food security and the health and education of children that the gender gap is closed.  According to the FAO flagship publication, the State of Food and Agriculture (SOFA) 2011 on Women in Agriculture: closing the gender gap in agriculture
, if women had the same access to productive resources as men, they could increase yields on their farms by 20–30 percent. This could raise total agricultural output in developing countries by 2.5–4 percent, which could in turn reduce the number of hungry people in the world by 12–17 percent. Priority areas for reform include eliminating discrimination against women in access to agricultural resources, education, extension and financial services; investing in labour-saving and productivity-enhancing technologies and infrastructure to free women’s time for more productive activities; and facilitating the participation of women in rural labour markets, including by eliminating discriminatory employment practices.

Further evidence on how important is to address gender equality in the context of human resources development comes from the FAO-IFAD-ILO (2010) report on Gender dimensions of agricultural and rural employment: differentiated pathways out of poverty
. 

The consequences of the gender gap go beyond poverty the labour market and touch food security, nutrition, health, fertility and mortality rates and children’s education. 

Social protection
Adequate social protection can help prevent the emergence and exploitation of street children.  With regards to social protection, safety nets programmes are increasingly deemed important counter cyclical social policies that can minimise the effects of crises and food price volatility, as well as address current and future vulnerabilities. Soaring food prices have dramatic effects on poor households, exacerbating food and nutrition insecurity and creating social tensions. Urgent and comprehensive responses are therefore needed. Beyond any emergence response aimed to meet the immediate needs of vulnerable households, it is also necessary to build long-term resilience to contribute to sustainable global food and nutrition security. ILO estimates that 80% of the world’s population lacks access to adequate social protection, and more than half lack any coverage at all. In response to the triple food, fuel and financial crisis, the demand for social protection and safety net interventions has increased, as also recognised by the adoption of the UN Social Protection Floor Initiative. In fact, safety net programmes are to be also linked to a broader social protection agenda, aim at addressing risks, vulnerability and social exclusion. Safety nets help vulnerable households to be protected against livelihoods risks, maintain an adequate level of food consumption, improve food security, and prevent damaging coping strategies and assets depletion. In the context of agriculture, they might also alleviate liquidity constraints for smallholders, boost demands for farm products, foster income-generating strategies, and create multiplier effects throughout the local economy. It is particularly important to promote access to social protection to workers in agriculture, the informal sector and in rural areas. With regards to growing human mobility at international level, as well as recognizing the high South-South / intra-regional mobility, it is also important to promote the portability of social benefits, also for those workers in the informal sector, especially of migrant origin (including circular migration). 
� For further information, see: http://www.fao.org/publications/sofa/sofa-2011-presentation/en/


� For further information, see: http://www.fao-ilo.org/publications3/workshop/presentations010/en/
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