
Romania’s contribution to the OHCHR 
study on children working and/or living on the street

I. Situation concerning street children at 30.06.2011

	I. Total of street children at 30.06.2011
	892

	· Children living on the street with their families 
	207

	· Children living on the street without their families 
	232

	· Children working on the street who go back to their homes at night 
	453

	II. Distribution of street children based on gender and age group  


	Male
	Female
	<1 yrs
	1-2 yrs
	3-6 yrs
	7-9 yrs
	10-13 yrs
	14-17 yrs

	· 
	550
	342
	10
	24
	130
	152
	327
	249

	TOTAL 
	892
	892


II. Based on the national strategy in the field of protection and promotion of children’s rights, the Ministry of Labor, Family and Social Protection initiated, in 2004, the “Street Children Initiative Project”, with the purpose to develop institutional capacities at local level, in order to provide specific social services to reduce the street children phenomenon. 
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT

The objectives of Street Children Initiative Protect are:

Objective 1: creation of approx. 20 centers which can offer accommodation on day and night time for street children,

Objective 2: training the personnel in the area of social assistance service provision and prevention of drugs addiction among street children  

At present, out of the 20 centers, 10 are already functional and another 4 are to be finished until the end of the year. The number of beneficiaries sheltered within the functional centers is about 165 street children.
Regarding the second component of the Project, training classes will be running be the end of the year. The specialists hired within the newly created structures will comprise social assistants, psychologists, medical staff, specialized teachers, night supervisors, etc.

III.

Although many important steps have been taken in adapting services to the needs of street children (e.g. intervention methods have been diversified based on an integrated approach of the problems which these children are faced with), the recent social dynamics did not allow for an eradication of the street children phenomenon. The main causes are:
· poverty and material hardships both in the rural and urban environments;

· decrease of family cohesion, as consequence of the shift from the extended to the nuclear family;

· accentuated social differentiation and an enhanced competitive spirit which led to work force migration (children of parents working abroad who remained under inadequate supervision and became vulnerable to neglect and abuse);
· the narrowing down of the social role of the family, as part of this role has been taken, in many fields, by other institutions (state, school, etc)

· low number of personnel or poor professional training of the personnel working in the social field.

IV.

Each country-level General Department for Social Assistance and Child Protection keeps a functional toll free line where both children and adults can report cases of abuse or violation of their rights. Moreover, there are county-level interdisciplinary mobile teams with the task to respond and investigate any suspicion of abuse or neglect. In such cases, the child subject to a situation of abuse or neglect could join a counseling program or benefit of a special protection measure, depending on the gravity of the situation.
The local authorities play an important role at the community level, as they bear the main responsibility to identify cases where children’s rights might be affected, including street children and grant them primary specialized assistance.

There are also a number of Romanian NGOs who deal with street children. Their specialists are working directly with these children, orienting them toward appropriate counseling programs, helping them to enroll in school or helping them or their families in order to prevent children returning on the street or separating from their families. 

Another service available to all interested persons who want to report a situation of risk or abuse concerning children is the Child Phone – the toll free line 116111, administrated for more than 10 years by an NGO. The services offered by this line are the following:
· information on means to promote and protect children’s rights; 
· counseling on different issues concerning children’s rights;
· guidance regarding the interaction with the competent authorities ;

· follow up on how the cases notified to this toll free line are solved by the competent authorities;
· monitoring of the way in which children’s rights are respected in all cases brought to the attention of the Child Phone.















