With reference to your e- mail letter on OHCHR study on street children, I would like to send you Sabah Association inputs.  Hopefully it will be useful.

Firstly, Challenges:

I would like to emphasize that Sabah and most of the organizations and associations working to tackle the problems of street children are facing lots of challenges; these are:

· The intervention and growing phenomenon of street children in most developing countries it becomes a concern that makes effective intervention necessary. On the other hand, the absence of such intervention leads to the widespread of the phenomenon. 

1. Multiplicity of concepts and definitions of street children and the focus in most developing countries on the legal definition only, which puts this group of children in the category of criminals.
· Scarcity of studies and scientific research and data that enable the proper planning to address the problem .

· Non-recognition by most developing countries, the existence of the phenomenon - the problem of street children and the countries that recognized by the recognition came too late.
· The absence of policies, strategies and clear most of the developing countries to address the phenomenon - the problem of street children 
· Loss of coordination between developing countries, most of the units and government agencies related to the problem of street children .
· Low capacity and skills of the units, equipment and staff in addressing the problem of street children .

· Community with the unresponsiveness of the issues of street children in most developing countries lack of awareness of the problems of this category of children.

· There is a need to identify and define issues relating to the children - the street from those involving children, child labor, workers (the difference between child labor and the displacement of children) definition is wrong with the case lead to the wrong intervention and inappropriate. So I started thinking about the morning of the Assembly in a special program under the child labor in the interest of children in difficult circumstances.

· And one of the challenges of concern to the Assembly and most developing countries is the future of street children after the age of eighteen years or more, where to become adults according to the law and are treated on this basis, although they are exposed to harm and damage psychologically significant before the age of majority, and affect their behavior as adults You also need families to care and counseling and rehabilitation before they reach the legal age 

· Increase the number of displaced girls being exposed to many risks and the ongoing exploitation and abuse in the streets, makes the Sabah  Society and some developing countries that suffer from this phenomenon is convinced of the importance and the need for a safe haven for displaced girl child

· Limited financial capabilities and others do not allow to address the phenomenon effectively and in a scientific way .

· Health care and education is a major challenge facing street children . there for Sabah Assembly and some developing countries where it was working with authorities to provide health care and education for this category
· Prevalence of drug and alcohol abuse among children street, and the threat it poses to the health of this group of children and their lives. Not address this situation also poses a challenge to the Association and other associations of some developing countries. The  Sabah Association began work to meet the challenge to conduct a study on street children, abuse of narcotic drugs and intoxicating

· Convince the authorities responsible for social welfare need to support poor families at risk. Even her children are not forced to live in the street and provide the necessary resources for such intervention is a major challenge of the Assembly and relevant agencies to address the problem. Sabah Society has been working  to convince the concerned authorities need to intervene as a precaution for homeless children
· The lack of coordination and liaison between the Association of Sabah and similar bodies in developing countries working for the protection, care and rehabilitation of street children raises Assembly its opinion and the lessons learned in order to address this phenomenon.

· To the sustainability and continuity of programs and activities carried out by the Assembly and the other is a big challenge because of lack of funding, which affects negatively the stability of the Assembly. It remains the biggest challenge in the creation of separate funding sources and sustainable obsessed .



Secondly, Lessons Learned

· Creating opportunities for education, training and vocational qualification for street children is extremely important and necessary for the steps of rehabilitating members of this group of children.

· Reuniting street children with their families and attaining compromise between the street children and their families and the community.  This is one of the necessities of addressing the problem of street children. 

· Attracting street children to harness the projects, programs and activities that are devoted to realize the rehabilitation and protection of this group of children; this must be achieved by employing qualified social workers and psychologists and considering the wishes and willingness of the children without forcing them to join these projects.

· Training and qualifying the staff working in all projects, activities and programs that are addressing the problem of street children, is important in achieving proper care, protection and rehabilitation.

· Excluding the permanent institutional care from caring for the street children. It is better for those children to be looked after by their families and in the absence of their families they should be cared for by alternative families.

· Importance of immediate employing for street children, who have been vocationally qualified because this guarantees their stability, boosts their confidence and prevents them from considering living on the street again.

· Necessity of coordination between the authorities, units, organizations and associations working to tackle the problems of the street children, as well as offering complementary services to these children.

· Importance of involving street children in planning and implementing the projects and programs that relate to them and can realize their protection, care and rehabilitation.

· Providing street children with information and skills about the agreements and conventions relating to their rights, in particular the International Convention on Child Rights and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of Child, and this information should be provided in a simple and understandable manner.

· Including sports and promotional activities and hobbies into the plans and curriculums for rehabilitating street children.

· Advocating for street children, promoting and stressing the problems to gain support for the street children.

· Modifying and changing the negative impressions of the community towards the street children and motivating them to contribute in resolving the issues of this group and taking positive attitudes towards them.

· Implementing proactive programs is very important.  In this context, Sabah association has implemented a program in Alnasr town (mayo).  The program was to protect children from being homeless and it was an outcome of a survey conducted by the association that studied the causes and circumstances which forced and is still forcing children to live on the streets.  These programs aim to involve the different sectors of society in protecting children from being street children.

· Arranging meetings for street children and police to allow the two parties to communicate and identify the problems the children are facing and the police may be causing.  On the other hand, the children listen to whatever the police want from them.  Additionally, the meeting boosts the confidence between these two groups. It was a leading and innovative experience that was carried out by Sabah association.  

Thirdly, Good Practises
Good practises can be summed up in the following:

· One of the good practices is to open centres where the street children attend voluntarily to benefit from the services provided through these centres. The centres also represent a platform where the social workers and the psychologists communicate with the street children in order to understand their problems and views and to agree with them on the best solution to their problems.

· Proactive programs that answer causes and factors leading children to a life on the streets and initiating programs to limit and control these factors. Programs such as, Raising community awareness to the importance and necessities of child care, supporting the plans of children’s education and education continuity, creating opportunities for school drop-outs in vocational training and implementing the programs that aim to increase the incomes of poor families.

· Attracting street children to join institutions that specialize in caring, protecting and rehabilitating children. This should be achieved through social workers and psychologist and qualified children.

· There are many reasons that prevent street children from attending institutions that specialize in care, protection and rehabilitation. This requires, providing such services to children wherever they are gathered and providing them with information necessary for their rehabilitation.

· Enlightening the street children with their rights using simplified and understandable methods. Additionally, selecting figures from this group of children and providing them with intensive training to become leaders and help in transferring knowledge to their colleagues.

· Involving street children in planning and implementing programs, which are dedicated to the rehabilitation of this group of children.
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