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Average	  of	  21.5M	  displacements/year	  	  
of	  people	  by	  impact	  of	  weather-‐related	  hazards	
Figure 1.10: Annual new displacements, 2008 to 2015, by hazard category

 

15.8 

1.5
4

1.1 0.7 1.8 1.7
4.5

20.8

15.3

38.3

13.9

31.7
20.3 17.4 14.7

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

M
illi

on
s

31.1
(15%)

172.3
(85%)

Total: 2008-2015

 

Weather-related (average 21.5 million per year)
Geophysical (average 3.9 million per year) 

The same pattern was also seen in the size of 
displacements in 2015. Disasters triggered by 
weather-related hazards caused seven of the ten 
largest events, both in absolute terms and rela-
tive to the populations of the countries in ques-
tion. The main exception was Nepal, where the 
April and May earthquakes together caused the 
largest displacement of the year associated with 
a disaster (see figure 1.11). 

Within the category of weather-related hazards, 
floods and storms led to the vast majority of 
displacements. Disasters brought on by floods 
forced 8.3 million people to flee their homes, and 
storms 6.3 million. Around 87,000 people were 
displaced by wildfires (see figure 1.12).

Exposure to weather extremes

Disasters triggered by weather-related hazards 
tend to displace far more people than those 
brought on by geophysical hazards. They 
accounted for almost three times as much 
displacement in 2015, forcing 14.7 million people 
to flee their homes compared with 4.5 million for 
geophysical disasters (see figure 1.10).

respectively, the majority of the latter in West 
Bengal, Odisha and Manipur states (see figure 
1.11). Eight of the ten largest displacements of 
the year in relative terms were also caused by 
weather-related disasters, with cyclone Pam’s 
impacts on Tuvalu and Vanuatu topping the list.

Displacement associated with weather hazards 
was lower in 2015 than the annual average level 
of 21.5 million people for the period since 2008, 
despite the onset of the natural global weather 
phenomenon known as El Niño (see spotlight). 

During the short rainy season in equatorial east 
Africa from October to December, local weather 
systems and sea surface temperature patterns in 
the Indian Ocean also played an important role in 
2015. Most of Kenya received higher than average 
rains, which caused localised flooding and mud 
and landslides. More than 240,000 people were 
affected, infrastructure was damaged, livestock 
lost and cholera spread across at least 21 coun-
ties. Around 103,500 people were displaced, 
according to the Kenya Red Cross Society. 

That said, the scale of displacement was signifi-
cantly lower than expected and the rains bene-
fitted arid and semi-arid parts of the country, 
helping crop development, livestock productivity, 
the replenishment of water sources and the 
recovery of rangeland in pastoral areas. 

Some of the strongest El Niño effects are on 
rainfall deficit and agricultural drought, whose 
indirect impact on displacement is not captured 
in our global statistics (see part 3 of this report).

There were no mega-scale weather-related 
events, defined here as those which cause more 
than three million displacements, but flooding 
in the southern Indian states of Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh caused 1.8 million displace-
ments. Cyclone Komen and monsoon floods 
triggered disasters in both Myanmar and India, 
causing 1.6 million and 1.2 million displacements 
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§  Over	  a	  million	  people	  displaced	  in	  El	  Salvador,	  
Guatemala,	  Honduras	  and	  Mexico	  

§  Many	  people	  fleeing	  criminal	  violence	  fall	  
through	  the	  cracks	  and	  do	  not	  receive	  
adequate	  protecPon	  

DISPLACEMENT	  BY	  DROUGHT-‐RELATED	  DISASTERS:	  MORE	  THAN	  280,000	  PEOPLE	  INTERNALLY	  DISPLACED	  IN	  ETHIOPIA	  
BETWEEN	  AUG	  ’15	  AND	  FEB	  ‘16.	  COMPLEX,	  MULTI-‐CAUSAL	  AND	  DELAYED	  IMPACTS.	  



Understanding patterns & trends:  
Cumulative impacts of chronic displacement 
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Understanding patterns & trends:  
 Prolonged & protracted displacement 
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