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Mandate of the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights
24 September 2018
Excellency,

I have the honour to address you in my capacity as the United Nations Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 37/12. 

2019 will mark the 10 year anniversary of the creation of the mandate in the field of cultural rights. Over this period, 16 thematic studies have been conducted by my predecessor and myself that have developed the understanding of the nature and scope of cultural rights and of their relationship with other human rights, as well as considered the enabling conditions for their protection and full realisation, and have explored a range of issues relating to the right to take part in cultural life without discrimination.
 

The 10th anniversary is an important opportunity to take stock of what has been achieved through this work to advance cultural rights, and also the manner in which the development of these rights has changed the debate on the relationship between universality and cultural diversity. It is also a critical juncture to highlight the various ways in which the fuller realization of cultural rights can further contribute to strengthening, enhancing and defending the human rights system as a whole. It represents an opportunity to identify areas relating to the field of cultural rights, including the right to freedom of artistic expression and scientific freedom that may not have yet received the full attention they deserve and could benefit from more analysis.
I would like to initiate a constructive dialogue with States, United Nations agencies, academics, experts, artists, scientists, cultural workers and practitioners, and civil society organizations in order to assess where we currently stand in developments in the field and how the mandate has impacted this standing, the ongoing challenges faced by relevant stakeholders in implementing cultural rights and how the mandate can assist in addressing these, and the future areas that should be considered by the mandate. It would also be helpful to have accounts of the impact of actions taken by the mandate and suggestions about where its future attention is needed. I have accordingly prepared a call for contributions, which I am hereby sending. I would invite your Excellency’s Government to complete it and, where possible, provide electronic and other references pointing towards significant progress, good practices or areas of outstanding challenge. The information collected will enable me to provide an overview of positive developments as well as remaining obstacles to the promotion and protection of cultural rights at the local, national, regional and international levels and will enrich my next thematic report to the Human Rights Council.  

Submissions should be sent electronically no later than 26 October 2018 to srculturalrights@ohchr.org, using the email title: “Submission: 10th anniversary of cultural rights mandate”. Please feel free to answer only the questions relevant to your work. Kindly limit your responses to 2,500 words and attach annexes where necessary. To facilitate their consideration, it would be preferable if responses could be sent in the working languages of the OHCHR, English, French or Spanish. 
I wish to thank you in advance for your cooperation and I hope to continue a constructive dialogue on issues related to my mandate. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
[image: image1.jpg]



Karima Bennoune

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights
� These include work on the right to access and enjoy cultural heritage, the right to benefit from scientific progress and its application, the right to artistic freedom and creation and the contribution of artistic and cultural initiatives to right-respecting societies, on the teaching of history and memorialisation practices, as well as on the impacts of advertising and marketing practices, intellectual property regimes and all forms of fundamentalism and extremism on cultural rights. All previous thematic reports are available on the website of the mandate at this page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CulturalRights/Pages/AnnualReports.aspx" �www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/CulturalRights/Pages/AnnualReports.aspx�. A document summarizing all thematic studies as well as dedicated pages for each theme can be accessed in the section “Issues in focus” on the mandate’s webpage. 
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