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REPORT ON THE SITUATION OF WOMEN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS 
CONCEPT NOTE
I. Introduction 

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders, Mr. Michel Forst, will dedicate his next thematic report to the situation of women human rights defenders. This report will be presented at the 40th session of the United Nations Human Rights Council in March 2019.
II. Background to the mandate of the Special Rapporteur
The mandate on the situation of human rights defenders was established in 2000 by the Commission on Human Rights, the predecessor of the Human Rights Council, to support the implementation of the 1998 United Nations Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, commonly referred to as the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders.
In June 2014, Mr. Michel Forst (France) was appointed by the Human Rights Council as  Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders. Mr. Forst succeed Ms. Margaret Sekaggya as former Special Rapporteur (2008-2014) and Ms. Hina Jilani as Special Representative of the Secretary General on the situation of human rights defenders (2000-2008). In March 2017, a resolution renewing the mandate for another three years was adopted by consensus by the Human Rights Council at its 34th session. 
The Special Rapporteur carries out a wide range of activities in line with the mandate outlined in the Human Rights Council resolution 34/5. As the Special Rapporteur’s mandate is broad, iThe protection of human rights defenders is the Special Rapporteur’s overriding concern. Protection is understood to include the strengthening of their security, including by mitigating the risks they face, addressing threats and also building support for their work and contributing to the full respect of their rights. To this end, the Special Rapporteur seeks, receives and examines information on the situation of human rights defenders in order to establish cooperation with Governments and other interested actors and recommend effective strategies to better protect defenders.
III. Objectives 

In line with the Human Rights Council’s request to study, in a comprehensive manner, trends, developments and challenges in relation to the exercise of the right of anyone, acting individually or in association with others, to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, the Special Rapporteur will focus his next thematic report on the situation of women who promote and defend human rights. 
This issue has already been partly addressed by his predecessor in 2010, in the report on Women human rights defenders and those working on women's rights or gender issues (A/HRC/16/44). Eighth years have passed since the situation of women human rights defenders was last examined by the mandate, and in 2013 the General Assembly adopted a landmark resolution on the protection of women human rights defenders (See A/RES/68/181) drawing the attention of the international community on measures needed to better address their specific needs. The context and challenges faced by women human rights defenders need to be re-examined in light of this resolution and present situation.
Furthermore, since the beginning of his mandate (2014), the Special Rapporteur has devoted particular attention to the situation of women human rights defenders in his thematic and country visit reports, country visits, in communications sent to governments and other actors, and during meetings with defenders. In particular, the Special Rapporteur has held systematic ad hoc consultations with women human rights defenders since 2014, in separate consultation processes, to ensure women human rights defenders can express themselves independently, and can freely raise the challenges they face, including gender specific ones. The Special Rapporteur has paid particular attention to recognize their critical contribution to the struggle for justice, equality and peace. 

The Special Rapporteur wishes to build on these initiatives, and focus his report on the experiences and challenges faced by women human rights defenders as well as on concrete steps taken by different stakeholders to prevent attacks against them. 

Specific objectives of the report:

· Assess the nature of risks, threats and patterns of human rights violations faced by women human rights defenders, in the private and public sphere from State and non-State actors from a gender perspective. Particular emphasis will be provided to:
· the impact on the rights and security of women defenders of the intersectionality in relation to gender and ethnicity, religion, class, age, health, gender identity or sexual orientation, migration and other status; 
· emerging trends and patterns in different regions of the world, including conflict zones;

· Identify and explore effective gender sensitive practices and lessons learnt in the protection of women rights defenders at local, national, regional and international levels. Discuss concrete ways to improve their implementation and dissemination.
· Provide a platform for dialogue between stakeholders to share experiences and knowledge across regions;

· Propose a series of concrete recommendations to States, UN entities, Civil Society Organizations (CSO) and human rights defenders.
IV. Methods of work
In order to achieve the specific objectives of the report, different activities and outputs are planned. In particular:
· A questionnaire distributed to relevant stakeholders including CSO, Member States, International and Regional Organizations as well as National Human Rights Institutions will help identify current challenges faced by women human rights defenders, as well as good practices and lessons learnt to face these challenges.

· Analysis of communications affecting women human rights defenders sent by the Special Rapporteur to States and other relevant stakeholders.
· Consultation(s) with women human rights defenders that will help collect testimonies and identify the main challenges faced by defenders regarding protection mechanisms; 

· An expert meeting will be held to assist the Special Rapporteur in the identification of recommendations to the different stakeholders involved in the protection of human rights defenders working in this field.
Please note that the aforementioned activities will be held following the Chatham House Rule (participants are free to utilize the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s) or of any other participant, may be revealed). Confidentiality and privacy concerns will be also observed. These activities are prepared by the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur with technical support from the Centre for Applied Human Rights of the University of York. In this connection, replies to the questionnaire may be analysed by external experts.
V. Expected Outcomes

The various activities will contribute to the work of the Special Rapporteur and inform his upcoming report to the Human Rights Council in March 2019. These activities will also provide an opportunity for human rights defenders and experts to meet and exchange experiences and ideas, which will in turn lead to improved cooperation between various actors, and strengthen the protection of women human rights defenders.
VI. Contact

For overall questions regarding the whole process please contact defenders@ohchr.org and v.sebile@protecting-defenders.org.  
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