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"In Search of Dignity for All: The Right to Development at 30"

A Side-Event to mark the
30th Anniversary of the Declaration on the Right to Development

Organized by
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
in collaboration with the United Nations mandated University for Peace (UPEACE) in Costa Rica and the Forum of Catholic – Inspired NGOs

Monday 29 February 2016
1.00 p.m. – 2.45 p.m.
Room XII
Palais des Nations, Geneva

H. E. Mr. Zamir Akram
 Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the Right to Development and former Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the United Nations in Geneva

Future Steps towards the Right to Development after adoption of the 2030 Agenda Dr Schwartz is the Deputy Chair of the African International Economic Law Network, Mandela Institute South Africa, Dr Schwartz is the Deputy Chair of the African International Economic Law Network, Mandela Institute South Africa, Dr Schwartz is the Deputy Chair of the African International Economic Law Network, Mandela Institute South Africa,
Summary of Presentation
· SDGs consensus adoption - major step towards realization of RtD - Especially First and Second Preambular paragraphs and articles 10 and 35 of the SDGs. 
· Hopefully this will resolve controversies surrounding RtD for the last 30 years.
· RtD – an inalienable human right and integral part of all human rights – Civil and Political as well as Economic and Social – grounded in both Conventions (Third Preambular paragraphs in both).
· Need to recognize reality that there can be no human rights without meeting human needs – starting with basic needs and rights: right to life; food; health; equality; shelter; employment; education.
· Symbiotic relationship between SDGs and the Declaration on RtD – both mutually supportive and re-enforcing.
· Both recognize and seek to benefit all of humanity on equitable, non-discriminatory basis – “no one left behind”; people centered development; gender sensitive, holistic approach.
· Both require action at national, regional and international levels.
· Both envisage need for international cooperation (Articles 3, 3; 4, 1; and 4, 2 in the Declaration on RtD and Goal 17 of the SDGs).
· Both are committed to providing inclusive, equitable and sustainable development.
· Practical ideas and recommendations:-

· Ensure and promote good governance at national level especially in relation to development.
· Increase regional and international cooperation – increase assistance; remove barriors to growth;
· Make Governments and Parliaments responsible to implement – through voluntary international accountability – e.g. the HRC – UPR process – not just national action/measures but also steps at regional and international levels to increase assistance, support, etc.
· Focus initially on urgent needs and rights: poverty, food, water, shelter, gender equality, education including skills training for generating employment.
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