
Comments received on the draft framework to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the Working Group 

on the Right to Development with a view to accomplishing its mandate (A/HRC/WG.2/16/2) 

  United States of America 

Comments: 

1. The concerns of the United States about the existence of a "right to 

development" are long-standing and well known - the "right to development" does 

not have an agreed international meaning. Furthermore, work is needed to make it 

consistent with human rights, which the international community recognizes as 

universal rights held and enjoyed by individuals and which every individual may 

demand from his or her own government. 

2. Rather than seeking out additional resources, the United States believes that the 

Working Group should consider ways to use its existing means referenced in 

Section II, paragraph 3, “including tools, procedures, time and human and material 

resources.” Additional requests, such as expanded meeting time or additional 

human and material resources, may require additional funding, which is contrary to 

our policy priority of limiting growth in the UN regular budget.   

3. When the Working Group reviews its agenda (per Section II, paragraph 4 (a)), 

the United States recommends that topical issues such as non-discrimination and the 

promotion and protection of the rights of members of minority or vulnerable groups 

are considered.  For example, the human rights of persons with disabilities are an 

important economic and human rights issue. Through our development agenda, we 

have an important opportunity to show the world that we value the contributions of 

all individuals, including those with disabilities.  

(Ref: S Speech at UN HLD on Disability and Development, Sept 2013, 

http://www.state.gov/secretary/remarks/2013/09/214538.htm)     

4. Similarly, in reference to tangible projects dedicated to the right to development 

(Section II, paragraph 4 (f)), the United States recommends that projects pertaining 

to non-discrimination and the promotion and protection of the rights of members of 

minority or vulnerable groups are considered.  The principle of non-discrimination 

that underpins the concept of human rights is critical, and one the United States 

continually strives to fulfill.  

5. Also in reference to Section II, paragraph 4 (f), the United States believes that it 

is the responsibility of the Human Rights Council to ensure that OHCHR is 

following through on provisions in resolutions pertaining to the right to 

development, not the responsibility of this Working Group. 

Questions: 

6. In Section I, paragraph 2, what is the “current global situation”? Please clarify 

the meaning of this phrase.  

7. In Section II, paragraph 4 (a), which topical issues and evolving priorities will 

be considered?   

8. In Section II, paragraph 4 (e), what is meant by the phrase “on the one hand”?  

Please clarify the meaning of this phrase. 

____________ 


