Please check against delivery 

[image: image1.emf] 




 



THE OPEN-ENDED WORKING GROUP ON THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT 

THE SEVENTEENTH SESSION
OPENING STATEMENT

BY

AMBASSADOR ZAMIR AKRAM
Chair-Rapporteur of the 
Working Group on the Right to Development

25 April 2016
Excellencies,

Madame Deputy High-Commissioner,

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen,


Good morning and welcome to the 17th session of the Working Group on the Right to Development. I would like to express my gratitude to you all for the trust and confidence you have placed in me. I am deeply honoured to be re-elected as Chair-Rapporteur of this Working Group. I assure you of my dedication and commitment to make every effort to contribute toward ensuring that the Working Group continues to make progress toward the fulfilment of its mandate. 
Madame Deputy High-Commissioner, 
Allow me to express my appreciation to you and the High-Commissioner for your support to this Working Group and all your efforts to make the right to development a reality for all. 
Dear colleagues, 

I hope you share my opinion about our achievements made at the last session. I certainly was left with a sense of optimism and hope. We made good progress in the review of the draft right to development criteria and operational sub-criteria and we had a good discussion on the other items on last year’s agenda. I am particularly honoured by your confidence in entrusting me with the task to draft standards for the implementation of the right to development. 
I am confident that we will again make good progress with our agenda this year. I am determined to move forward under your collective guidance, in a constructive spirit and with a focus on common ground. After all the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on the Right to Development and the start of the implementation of the SDGs should give us hope but also remind us of our collective responsibility to deliver on the promise of a better life for millions of people all over the world who lack access to basic goods and whose most basic needs are not met. 

The Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights compiled a few indicative data, which remind us of some of the obstacles to the realization of the right to development. 

Just 62 individuals now hold the same wealth as 3.6 billion others,
 the poorer half of humanity. Around $7.6 trillion of personal wealth is said to be hidden in offshore accounts
 and developing countries are estimated to be losing $170 billion a year to tax havens.

Under-five mortality rates are almost twice as high for children in the poorest households as for children in the richest.
 In rural areas, only 56% of births are attended by skilled health personnel, compared with 87% in urban areas.
 11 children under age 5 die every minute, and 33 women die every hour from pregnancy and childbirth complications.
 99% of all maternal deaths occur in developing countries.

Over 40% of the global youth labour force is unemployed or working yet living in poverty.
 

While Official Development Assistance (ODA) increased substantially over the past 15 years, ODA to Least Developed Countries has declined in recent years.

The $135 billion in total ODA from OECD DAC countries, equivalent to 0.29 per cent of developed-country combined gross national income lags far behind the longstanding commitment of countries to devote 0.7 per cent of their GNI to ODA.

If unaddressed, climate change risks pushing more than 100 million into poverty by 2030.
 Serious mitigation efforts and sustainable development is urgently needed.
Insufficiently regulated globalization and multiple global crises and conflicts, including those over natural resources are on the rise, and worldwide each year, around USD 1.7 trillion is spent on arms.
 In this context, displacement and forced migration are set to continue, and millions of people still leave their homes in search of dignity and hope in distant places.
Yet there is also time for hope. 
Globally, the number of people living in extreme poverty has declined by more than half, falling from 1.9 billion in 1990 to 836 million in 2015.
The proportion of undernourished people in the developing regions has fallen by almost half since 1990.
Globally, 2.1 billion people have gained access to improved sanitation and 91% of the global population is using an improved drinking water source, compared to 76% in 1990.
The global under-five mortality rate has declined by more than half. Since 1990, the maternal mortality ratio has declined by 45% worldwide.
The number of out-of-school children of primary school age worldwide has fallen by almost half, to an estimated 57 million in 2015, down from 100 million in 2000.
Official development assistance increased by 66% in real terms between 2000 and 2014, reaching $135.2 billion.

The proportion of external debt service to export revenue in developing countries fell from 12% in 2000 to 3% in 2013.

The most important development since our last session was the adoption of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. In my opinion the adoption of the SDGs resolves the controversies over the right to development. It constitutes a comprehensive framework for development that is now accepted universally. The 17 goals include all the crucial elements of the right to development, such as ending poverty and hunger, ensuring healthy lives, inclusive and equitable education, achieving gender equality and women empowerment, promoting inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all. 

Of particular importance is goal 17 concerning the means of implementation and the global partnership for sustainable development, which should be read together with the Addis Ababa Action Agenda. 

I particularly look forward to our discussion tomorrow with the two former co-facilitators for the intergovernmental negotiations on the post-20l5 development agenda, Ambassadors David Donoghue and Macharia Kamau on the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda in the context of the right to development.
I thank you.
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