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1. Introduction 
The UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Catalina Devandas Aguilar, and the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Victoria Tauli Carpuz, in collaboration with the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) and the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous issues (UNPFII) and with the support of the Government of Finland, the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), the Office of the UN High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR), the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the International Disability Alliance (IDA), are hosting an Expert meeting on indigenous persons with disabilities in Geneva (Switzerland) on 7-8 July 2016.

Indigenous persons with disabilities worldwide encounter many obstacles and barriers in their day-to-day lives, and experience multiple forms of discrimination based on their disability, ethnicity and gender. Although there is limited disaggregated data and research available on the prevalence and situation of indigenous persons with disabilities, existing reports and studies point to disproportionately higher rates of disability in indigenous communities compared to those of the general population, yet little or no attention is given to their needs and challenges. Indigenous persons with disabilities have often no access to the services and the support they need to participate fully in their communities, resulting in socio-economic and cultural exclusion and isolation. 
2. Objective and expected outcome
The main objective of the Expert meeting is to explore the synergies and complementarities between the key international human rights instruments relevant for indigenous persons with disabilities, in particular the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), the ILO Convention 169 and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), in order to strengthen the promotion and protection of the rights of this population group, both individually and collectively. To achieve this, the meeting will seek to provide further guidance on ensuring that these group-specific instruments are interpreted in a way that they are fully relevant to indigenous persons with disabilities. This will require, among others, analysing the CRPD through an “indigenous lens” and analysing the UNDRIP and the ILO Convention 169 through a “disability lens”.
The meeting will also assess the need for further efforts to ensure that the different UN mechanisms and initiatives fully include the rights of indigenous persons with disabilities. This entails not only the structures that are specific to indigenous peoples (EMRIP, UNPFII, UN Special Rapporteur) and to persons with disabilities (CRPD Committee, UN Special Rapporteur), but also the most relevant mainstream initiatives (e.g., 2030 Development Agenda, Universal Periodic Review).

The outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (A/RES/69/2, which includes a number of references to indigenous persons with disabilities) and the recent recommendation issued by the UNPFII to the Secretariat of the CRPD to produce a report on the rights of indigenous persons with disabilities (E/C.19/2016/L.7) will also be discussed.
It is expected that the Expert meeting will generate knowledge and a network of experts on the issue of indigenous persons with disabilities, which could potentially support UN work to better understand the intersectionality between the disability and indigenous sectors. The main findings of the Expert Meeting will also inform the panel discussion on the situation of indigenous persons with disabilities of the EMRIP that will take place in Geneva on 12 July 2016. 

3. Participants
Participation to this meeting is by invitation only. The number of participants will be approximately 20. 
Participants will include:

· The UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

· The UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

· The Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) and other EMRIP representatives
· A representative of the CRPD Committee 
· A representative of the UN Secretariat to the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

· Representatives of the Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network, sponsored by the International Disability Alliance

· Representatives of organizations of indigenous peoples
· Representatives of academic institutions working in this area
· Representatives of Permanent Missions to the UN in Geneva
· Representatives of the United Nations (including ILO, OHCHR and DESA)
4. Methodology

To support the discussions, a background document is being prepared with the support of indigenous persons with disabilities, which will be distributed in due course.
One or more facilitators will moderate the discussions throughout the meeting. Selected experts may be required to make short presentations or to introduce the key issues under certain thematic areas, and will be informed separately. 
The language of the meeting will be English. Spanish interpretation and English close captioning will be provided during the meeting. Other accessibility arrangements will be provided upon request.
5. Agenda
Thursday 7 July 2016

	Time
	Session
	Moderator

	08.30-09.00
	Arrival of participants and registration
	

	09.00-09.40
	Opening and welcome remarks
· Ambassador of Finland, H.E. Ms. Päivi Kairamo 

· UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Ms. Catalina Devandas Aguilar
· UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Ms. Victoria Tauli Carpuz
· International Labour Organisation 
· Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network 
	

	09.40-10.00
	Presentation of participants and of the objectives of the meeting
	Catalina Devandas, Special Rapporteur 

	10.00-10.30
	Setting the scene: what has been done so far to include indigenous persons with disabilities?

· CRPD Committee 
· EMRIP

· UNPFII

· Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network
	Victoria Tauli Carpuz, Special Rapporteur

	10.30-11.00
	Break 
	

	11.00-12.30
	Framing the discussion: how is the intersectionality between ethnicity and disability considered in the UN international human rights framework?  
· Presentation of the background document (P. Gurung and S. Macanawai)
· Mapping of gaps and potential areas of conflict
· General discussion 
	Stefan Tromel, Senior Disability Expert, ILO 

	12.30-14.00
	Lunch
	

	14.00-14.45
	Inclusion vs. assimilation
	Alexey Tsykarev, Chair EMRIP

	14.45-15.30
	Individual rights vs. collective rights
Identity and self-identification
	Alexey Tsykarev, Chair EMRIP 

	15.30-16.00
	Break 
	

	16:00-17:15
	Social perceptions of disability within indigenous communities
Challenges faced by indigenous women and girls with disabilities
	Martin Oelz, Equality and Non-Discrimination Specialist, ILO

	17:15-17:30
	Wrap up of Day 1
	Victoria Tauli Carpuz

Catalina Devandas


Friday 8 July 2016
	Time
	Session
	Moderator

	09.00-10.30
	Moving forward: Interpreting the CRPD from an indigenous perspective 
	Danlami Basharu, Expert, CRPD Committee

	10.30-11.00
	Break 
	

	11.00-12.30
	Moving forward: Interpreting the UNDRIP from a disability perspective
	Albert Barume, Member, EMRIP

	12.30-14.00
	Lunch
	

	14.00-15.30
	Increasing the focus on indigenous persons with disabilities in all relevant processes, including the 2030 Agenda
· Disaggregated indicators and statistics 

· UN human rights machinery: Treaty bodies, Special Procedures, Universal Periodic Review
· The work of the United Nations
	Mirna Cunningham, Association for Women's Rights in Development

	15.30-16.00
	Break 
	

	16:00-17:15
	Exchange with Permanent Missions on how to enhance attention on the rights of indigenous persons with disabilities within the UN human rights machinery
· Exchange with representatives of selected PM
	Victoria Tauli Carpuz
Catalina Devandas

	17:15-17:30
	Closing remarks
· Ambassador of Australia, H.E. Mr. John Quinn
· Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
· Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
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