[image: image1.png]INFORMATION NOTE u ) HUMAN RIGHTS

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER







UN experts discuss challenges and opportunities for indigenous persons with disabilities
GENEVA (13 July 2016) – For the first time ever the situation of indigenous persons with disabilities was discussed yesterday as a priority human rights issue at the 9th session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP). United Nations experts* and other independent specialists reviewed opportunities and challenges to advance the human rights of indigenous persons with disabilities. 

The experts highlighted that indigenous persons with disabilities face exclusion, marginalization and multiple layers of discrimination based on their disability, their ethnic origin and their gender. However, despite higher rates of disability in indigenous communities, little or no attention is given to their situation: in most cases they have no access to the services and the support they need to participate fully in society at large and their own communities. 

The panel discussion at EMRIP followed a two-day expert meeting on 7 and 8 July, co-hosted by the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities and the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples. The expert meeting, organized in collaboration with the EMRIP and other partners**, aimed to ensure that the existing UN mechanisms and initiatives on disability or indigenous peoples fully include the rights of indigenous persons with disabilities, who stand at the intersection of two historically marginalized social groups. 

“States must take measures to guarantee that indigenous persons with disabilities access education, healthcare, justice, employment, while ensuring that this is done with the required safeguards to avoid assimilation and to protect their languages, ways of life and identities”, warned the UN experts. “In order to ensure that responses are appropriate, the participation of indigenous persons with disabilities is essential, including when consultations are taking place and free and prior informed consent is sought”, they added.  

The experts identified community-based approaches as the most adequate framework for the overall inclusion of indigenous persons with disabilities and for the provision of support services.  They also discussed existing opportunities to advance the rights of this population group through international processes, such as in the humanitarian context, the climate change agenda, or the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. “If absent from these dialogues, indigenous persons with disabilities will be further excluded, which will in turn negatively impact on the wellbeing of whole communities” stressed the experts. “This time, we must ensure that indigenous persons with disabilities are not left behind in these processes”, concluded the experts.

(*) Catalina Devandas Aguilar, Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities; Victoria Lucia Tauli Corpuz, Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples; Albert K. Barume, Chair of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous People. 
(**) Other partners included the United Nations Forum on Indigenous Peoples, the International Labour Organisation, and the Indigenous Persons with Disabilities Global Network, supported by the International Disability Alliance. 

ENDS

The Special Rapporteurs and Independent Experts are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN Human Rights system, is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-finding and monitoring mechanisms that address either specific country situations or thematic issues in all parts of the world. Special Procedures’ experts work on a voluntary basis; they are not UN staff and do not receive a salary for their work. They are independent from any government or organization and serve in their individual capacity. Learn more, log on to: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx
The Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) was established by the Human Rights Council in 2007 under Resolution 6/36 as a subsidiary body of the Council. The Expert Mechanism provides the Human Rights Council with thematic advice, in the form of studies and research, on the rights of Indigenous peoples. The Expert Mechanism may also suggest proposals to the Council for its consideration and approval. The Expert Mechanism is composed of five independent experts on the rights of indigenous peoples. The experts are appointed by the Human Rights Council which gives due regard to experts of indigenous origin as well as to gender balance and geographic representation. Learn more, log on to: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/Pages/EMRIPIndex.aspx 
For more information and requests, please contact:

Mandate of the SR on the Rights of Persons with disabilities: sr.disability@ohchr.org
Mandate of the SR on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: indigenous@ohchr.org 
EMRIP Secretariat: expertmechanism@ohchr.org 
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