The rights of persons with disabilities
(Answers to questions 1,2,3 and 5)



With reference to article 26 of Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities "Habilitation and Rehabilitation", the following should be noted:
Provided for by Law 4488/2017, Article 70, the General Secretariat for Human Rights is designated to draw up a National Action Plan for Persons with Disabilities. The drawing up of the project is actually in its final phase, and has the following main priorities:

a. Ensuring equal opportunities.
d.	Supporting the autonomy of persons with disabilities (not only physical autonomy but also the ability to make life decisions).
e.	Dynamic interference in accessibility (means of transport, architecture, housing, technology and communication).
f.	 Elimination of all discriminations (women with disabilities, etc).
g.	Increasing funds to improve quality of life (improve service quality).
h.	Organization of centers and services.
i.	Professional skills.

	Provided for by Law 4488/2017, Article 70, the General Secretariat for Human Rights is defined as the Central Focal Point for the implementation of the Convention, while Article 71 of the same law designates Focal Points in all Ministries, Regions and Municipalities. All Focal Points are fully operational, while actions are also planned to inform the public about how the Focal Points work.
	Provided for by Law 4443/2016 which replaced the previous law 3304/05, causes of illegal discrimination were added, and now include grounds of race, color, national or ethnic origin, descent, religion or belief, disability or chronic condition (illness), age, marital or social status, sexual orientation, gender identity or characteristics.
	Subject to the provisions of the above law, the principle of equal treatment, irrespective of race, color, national or ethnic origin, descent, shall apply to all persons in the public and private sector and in respect of: (a) social protection, including social security and health care (b) social benefits and tax advantages or benefits(c) education (d) access to the supply and provision of goods and services (commodities) to the public, including housing.
	More specifically the principle of equal treatment irrespective of race, color, national or ethnic origin, descent, religion or belief, disability or chronic condition (illness), age, marital or social status, sexual orientation, gender identity or characteristics in the field of work and employment, applies to all persons, both in the public and private sector, with regard to: (a) conditions of access to work and employment in general, b) access to all types and levels of vocational training, training and vocational reorientation, including the acquisition of practical work experience, (c) access to all types and levels of vocational guidance apprenticeship, vocational training, retraining and vocational reorientation, including the acquisition of practical work experience, (d) membership and participation in trade unions of workers or employers or any professional organization, including the advantages and obligations arising from the participation therein, in particular the right to vote and to stand as a candidate.
	With a view to strengthening the country's criminal anti-racism legislation and adjusting the relevant legislative framework with EU Council Framework Decision 2008/913/JHA, Law 927/1979 was amended by Law 4285/2014. According to the latter, acts, such as: a) public incitement to acts or activities, which may result in discrimination, hatred or violence against individuals or groups of individuals defined by reference to race, color, religion, descent, national or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability, in a manner which endangers public order or threatens life, liberty or physical integrity of the abovementioned persons, b) the establishment of or participation in an organization or union of persons of any kind systematically pursuing the commission of the abovementioned acts, and c) the act of publicly condoning, trivializing or maliciously denying the commission or seriousness of crimes of genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, the Holocaust and Nazi crimes, recognized by decisions of international courts or the Hellenic Parliament, under the circumstances prescribed by this Law, are punishable.
	According to article 81 A, inserted in the Penal Code by the above - mentioned law, the commission of any offence on racist grounds (race, colour, religion, descent, national or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability, gender identity and, recently added, gender characteristics) constitutes an aggravating circumstance leading to penalty enhancement.
Finally, a new criminal offence (art. 361В of the Criminal Code) has been established, punishing the refusal of provision of goods and services by contemptuous exclusion to a person on the grounds, inter alia, of disability.

Q3.
	Older persons with disabilities may also be put under the status of "legal support" (see articles 1666 to 1688 of the Greek Civil Code) by a court decision. Such a status is granted to persons with mental or physical disabilities who can no longer manage their legal affairs. They may be put under partial or total "legal support", which entails that they may either be allowed to carry out their legal affairs (exercise of legal capacity, handling of their bank accounts, collection of their pension sums, buying or selling their property etc) with the assistance of a next of kin designed by the court or they can be totally substituted by such next of kin for these matters. The court procedure may be initiated by the person in need, a next of kin or a Public Prosecutor.
	Greece has signed (18-IX-2008) the Hague Convention of 13 January 2000 on the International Protection of Adults and prepared a draft law for its ratification which has been through public consultation.
	The aging of the world's population, combined with greater international mobility, has created the need for improved international protection for vulnerable adults by means of legal regulation and international co-operation. The increased lifespan in many countries is accompanied by a corresponding increase in the incidence of (chronic) illnesses linked to old age. As international travel becomes easier, many people reaching the age of retirement decide to spend the last part of their lives abroad.
	The Hague Convention of 13 January 2000 on the International Protection of Adults addresses many these vital issues by providing rules on jurisdiction, applicable law and international recognition and enforcement of protective measures. The Convention also establishes a mechanism for cooperation between the authorities of Contracting States. The Convention furthers some important objectives of the United Nations Convention of 13 December 2006 on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in particular those of Article 12 on equal recognition before the law, Article 18 on liberty of movement and nationality, and Article 32 on international co-operation.

Q5.
	Access to justice for poor older persons with disabilities may also be guaranteed with legal aid under the provisions of Law 3226/2004. A lawyer, a bailiff and/or a public notary may be appointed by court decision to help such persons carry out their legal affairs free of charge. Furthermore, victims of crimes prosecuted ex officio, among which victims of hate speech, are exempted of the obligation to pay a fee for the initiation of criminal proceedings.

	The recording of racist crime is carried out through the joint update (by the Greek Police and the Ministry of Justice) of a centralized annual directory, which follows the criminal procedure course of cases with a suspected racist motive, recorded as such by the Police.
	On the subject of racism and xenophobia we should point out that the Ministry of Justice. Transparency and Human Rights participated as a partner of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OSCE)- Office for Democratic institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR)- in the project "Building an Integrated Criminal Justice in Hate Crimes", funded by the European Commission and lasting two years (February 2017 - February 2019). The following actions of the project have already been implemented in 2018:
-	The signature of a cooperation agreement between the relevant Ministries (Justice. Citizen's Protection. Migration Policy and Health), the Justice and Civil Society leaderships represented by the Racism Violence Recording Network (with over 42 CS Organizations) for a coordinated and holistic approach to racist crime. All parties have undertaken specific commitments within the scope of their competence, as well as joint actions. The Cooperation Agreement was signed on 6 June 2018. The project also includes the elaboration of a specific cooperation agreement between the criminal justice agencies (Police, Prosecutors, Courts) for coordination on the legal characterization of racist crimes and their recording.

-	Designation of Special Prosecutors for Racist Crime: initially 5 Prosecutors, and after a recent Memorandum of the Supreme Court Public Prosecutor's Office, now stand at 24 Prosecutors.


