Reply of the Government of the Republic of Malta to the request of information on the Human Rights Council Resolution 22/3 – “The work and employment of persons with disabilities”
1. According to the Equal Opportunities Act 2000, it is unlawful to prevent or restrict access to any student to an educational institution on the basis of his disability or a disability of any of his family members (Cap. 413, Article 11). However article 11.3 also states that, 
“Where the admission of a person with a disability as a student in an educational institution would necessitate, the procurement of services or facilities that are not required by students who do not have a disability, the educational authority or institution concerned may refuse or fail to accept the admission as a student of such a person in that educational institution if such authority or institution proves that the admission of such person in such institution would require services or facilities the provision of which would impose unjustifiable hardship on the educational institution or authority concerned.” (Cap.  413).
In addition, the Education Act 1988 also gives parents, the right to choose which school they want to send their children to (Cap. 327, Article 6), therefore parents of disabled children cannot be forced to send their child to a special school (or vice versa). 
2. In Malta, all education of children and adults with disabilities is under the control of the Ministry for Education. However, parents also have some form of control, since as mentioned above, according to the Education Act 1988, Aricle 6, states that, “It is it the right of every parent of a minor to give his decision with regard to any matter concerning the education which the minor is to receive".

3. 
a) Malta started going through the transformation of changing the education system to an inclusive education system in 1995, by the introduction of an Inclusive Education Policy (2000).  As a consequence of this policy, children with disability began to be placed in mainstream schools in large numbers. The World Report on Disability published by WHO (2011), states that in Malta less than 10% of disabled students attend special schools. 
State education in Malta is administered centrally by the Ministry for Education. State schools are grouped in colleges according to geographical areas. The Four Education Resource Centres (former special schools) belong to particular colleges according to where they are located. They are thus an integral part of the state education system. 
b) Special schools in Malta were transformed into Resource Centres, in order to aid mainstream schools, in the provision of education to children with disability. Reference can be made to the Special Schools Reform (2010) published by the Department Students Services, which lists how the special schools are to be transformed into resource centres for different levels of education, such as primary, secondary and young adults, and how this transformation was going to take place. 
c) The Directorate for Educational Services (DES) in Malta provides support by allocating a Learning Support Assistant (LSA) to a class. Support is either given on a one-to-one basis (one assistant to one student with individual educational needs), or on a shared basis, depending on the needs of the students. 

Support was initially given by assistants who had basic academic qualifications, related to neither teaching nor providing for the individual educational needs of students. However, in parallel, a course for –Learning Support Assistants leading to a diploma was organised by the Faculty of Education, in order to start providing a better service. At present the course is still offered by the Faculty of Education at the University of Malta and is titled Diploma in Facilitating Inclusive Education. Interim the Directorate for Education Services, offers courses to Learning Support Assistants thus up-skilling the assistants.
A post-graduate part-time course leading to a qualification for Inclusive Education

Co-ordinators (INCOs) was also initiated by the Faculty in 2004/05, at the request of the Directorate of Educational Services.

d) The inclusion of students in regular classes has been going on since 1995. According to the World Report on Disability by WHO (2011), Malta is one of the few countries which includes the majority of its students in regular classes with their same age-peers. According to a figure featured in the same report, Malta has less than 10% of its students with disability who attend a special school. According to Eurostat figures, there are currently 0.3% of students attending special schools. 

e) 
Financial resources are allocated to provide for learning support assistants (LSAs) in classrooms where there are children with a statement of individual educational needs; and for inclusion coordinators, to monitor and support the LSAs and provide support and advice regarding inclusion to the Senior Management Team and teachers in schools. 
f) Accommodation for the Matriculation and Secondary Education Certificate examinations for students with disability is made through the ACCESS Disability Committee at the University of Malta. The latest publication of the Guidelines for Access Arrangements was published in 2011 and can be found on the University of Malta’s website. 
g) All B.Ed students do the Disability Issues unit which provides general background to issues of inclusion. Masters degrees for teachers to specialise in inclusive education are available at the University of Malta. 

Teachers have all the opportunities to specialise in the area. In Service courses, reflecting inclusive practices, are offered every scholastic year. The classrooms are all equipped with the latest technology making teaching more interactive and visual. In 2011, and still on-going, a revision of secondary school syllabi was undertaken by the Directorate for Quality and Standards in Education. This revision supports and guides teachers to teach at the different levels of attainment in their classrooms including learners with a disability.    
h) This needs to be addressed especially in further and vocational education, since most teachers that teach at this level are neither equipped with the adequate material nor provided with appropriate training to be able to provide inclusive education to the students with disability at this level. However, at primary and secondary levels, the classrooms are all equipped with the latest technology making teaching more interactive and visual.
i) Maltese Sign Language is not yet officially recognised as a language, although a proposal in this regard has been made by KNPD (National Commission Persons with Disability).  
j) Support on an individual basis is provided by learning support assistants. 
k) There is no formal structure that provides support for organisations through capacity building. It is very often parent-led organisations themselves which cater for this. 
4. Parents of students who feel that their children are being discriminating against in relation to education on the basis of disability, can file their complaint with the Equal Opportunities Compliance Unit at KNPD. KNPD has the authority to initiate investigations in relation to such complaints.
5. No, so far data is not kept in this way.  
