Bg®gt2/01 '11 17:28 FAX +41 22 732 73 77 MYANMATA MISSION GENEVA

)
=

t41°22 732 13 11

Permanent Mission of the Union of Myanmar
to the United Nations Office and
other International Organizations, Geneva
Tel. (41-22) 906-9870, 906-9871, Fax. 732-8919

No. 13 73227/n1

The Perminent Mission of the Union of Myanmar to the United Natjons
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to
the Office of the Tigh Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva with reference to
the latter’s Note ¢ ated 17 December 2010 regarding the information requested by the
independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty, has the
honour to enclose: herewith information provided by the authorities concerned of the
Union of Myanmar relating to the questionnaire “Impact of the reductions in social
expenditure on ihose living in extreme poverty” forwarded by the independent

expert.
The Permanent Mission of the Union of Myanmar avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in

Geneva the assurznces of its highest consideration.

Geneva, /1 /J anuary 2011

Office of the Hizh Commissioner for Human Rights
Geneva

Fax: 022 917 9006
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Y11 Questionnalre

For all questions, if available, please provide relevamt assessments, baseline studles,
programme outlie:, programme evaluations e

Post-crisie adjustm :nt and fiscal consolidation processes 2010 onwards)

Q.l.  Has your co.ntry adopted, or does jt cxpect T0 adopt contractionary fiseal policy in the
afrermath of :he global economic crisis?

A, Myaumer wi's nol directly hit by global recession aud world financial crisis, given its low
level of made and financial linkages with industrie] countres, Along with confinuing
economic Ie orms to promete economic Zrowth activiries and w uplift the living standards
of populatio:, fiscal strengthenng is being carried out fo pursuc infrastructure investment
while more have been spent on sccial outlays. In this regerd, Myanmar has no? adopted
contractionay fiseal policy in the aftermath of the global sconomic crisis.

Q2. What porcer tage if any, of expenditure reductions are being or will be directed at social
expenditure:, including education, health, social sccurity, housing water and sanitation?

A.  Any reductivas are not made on social expenditwces. Since Myanmar awhorites are
making efforts for equitable development of the country and narmrowing the development
gnp 10 reducs poverty, the social expenditres including cducation, healtii, social security.
houslng waler and sanitotion has been incressingly speal 1o fmprove the public health,
education and social infrastructure. Spcnding on social services was amounted to kyat
4427 billion in FY 2010/11 and increased by 21.28 percent from that of FY 2009/201C.
Currcutly, svzial expenditure spending  is abour (7.2 percent of total exponditure.

3, Pleasc deseribe all actual or proposed reductions in expenditure on spacial social prorection
programs in :luding any reduction of benefits or number of beneticiariss.
A.  There are nc reductions in expenditure on specizl social protection programs.

Q.4. Please describe ali actual or proposed reductions fn expendilwe on the wage bill, including
any cap or cit in wages of public health and education sectors workers?

A. There is no reduction in expenditure on the wage bill. Furthermore, Public sector wages
were taised five 10 twelve fold w 2006/07 and an incremental adjustmen: was made in
January 2010 by supplementing 2 flat 20,000 kyats to all differeat pay seales.

Q.5. Have currert econdmic recovery policies teken 1nte account development in uncmployment,
food prices 1nd social inequalities”
A. Myanrzar aJthorities have implemented & series of short term five year plans 10 achicve

high growth rate and the progress in the socio economlc condition of the country. Currently
the Fourth § hort Term Five Year Plan has been implementing with sixtcen abjeciives which
include extmding education and health sccters for human resource develppment and the
alieviation of poverty, Panicipation of private sector investment ju infrastruciure and
cconomic dzvelopment projects hiave been encouraged to create more job opportunities for
the local papulace. Since Myanmar is 3 food sufficient country and emphasis has been
placed on ¢nsuring self sufficiency and surplus on export, there was no impact of rising
internatione) food prices.

Q.6. Does your cauntry xpect to restore public expendisurz afier a certein time period, and, if sc.
when?
Fiscal polivy is broadly unchanged with consclidaled public sector deficlt projected 1
remain at a-opnd 3 ¥ percent of GDP in recenr Years, The acthorities acknowledged lurge
infrastrectu needs and plans to increase capitel spending While & realistic consalidation
/
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plan is neccssary for fiscal sustainability and 1o keep inflation i check. There is also
substantia] r:am withis the current hudget envelope to reallocare spending o education ond
health, and 1 frastructure projects, especially in agriculture and power generation.

Impact of the redurtions in soclal expenditure on those living in extreme poverty:

T

10.

11.

Whar is the assessment of the current access of the most vulnerable gronpe (particularly
women, chi dren, the older people and persons with disabiliries) to social goods. services
and assistance, wiich are essential 1o their enjpyment of hurnan righis? To what extent is
iheir Inadeguate access atributable to the reductions n social expendiure? Please provids
major findir s.

Did the Gorernment carry oLt any impact analysis (incidences analysis) of the impaci of the
public expe diwre or sovial expenditure reduction on the most vulnerable groups in societ
prior to its implementation? If yes, pleasc provide major flndings.

Were any & lermative carry out any impact analysis (incidences analysis) of the imipact of the
public experdirure or social expenditure reduction on the most viinerable groups in soclery
prior to its implementation? If yes, please provide major findings.

Whar mect znisms are in place to ensurc that the human rights of those living in gxtreme
poverty are protecied, respectad and fulfilled in light of rcductions in public expenditure?

Please indizate whether thers was a public consultation prior 1o takiag measures Lo reduce
public expsnditure, If yes: pleasc describe which non-governimenial agencics or groups
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