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INTRODUCTION 

Issued every two months, the OHCHR ESCR Bulletin aims at sharing news, activities, key events and new resources relevant to economic, social and cultural rights (ESCR), with a focus on the work of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The Bulletin is edited by the Human Rights and Economic and Social Issues Section, Research and Right to Development Division (HRESIS/RRDD). For feedback and further information on the work of OHCHR as mentioned in this volume: escrbulletin@ohchr.org
The OHCHR ESCR Bulletin contains links and references to non-OHCHR material, websites and other online information. These are provided only as a convenience, and the inclusion of a link or reference does not imply any endorsement by OHCHR. 
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HIGHLIGHTS
Optional Protocol to the ICESCR enters into force
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On 5 February 2013, Uruguay became the 10th country to ratify the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (OP-ICESCR), after Portugal. The OP-ICESCR will enter into force on 5 May 2013. The ceremony of deposit of the 10th ratification was held in New York and attended by the Assistant Secretary General, Ivan Simonovic.  Several events marked the Protocol’s entry into force at the 22nd session of the Human Rights Council in February-March 2013. In these events, the High Commissioner, Navi Pillay, and the former Deputy High Commissioner, Kyung-wha Kang, underscored the importance of the Protocol as a tool for enhancing access to justice for victims of violations of economic, social and cultural rights and recalled that the Protocol effectively places these rights on an equal footing with other human rights in terms of their international legal protection. They urged Member States to build on this momentum by adding more ratification. 
· OHCHR News Release: http://bit.ly/11a9KVV 

· OHCHR web story: http://bit.ly/1702FMP 

· Statement of the High Commissioner: http://bit.ly/YsoCyq 

OHCHR Portal site on ESCR and Toolkits now available 
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The new OHCHR portal site on economic, social and cultural rights allows easy access to a wide range of information, documents and reports. It also allows access to the OHCHR web-based toolkits aiming to provide a centralized access to key information, guidance, tools and initiatives on specific economic, social and cultural rights produced by OHCHR, United Nations human rights mechanisms and other UN agencies. Currently toolkits on the rights to food, health, adequate housing and water and sanitation are available 

· OHCHR Portal Site on ESCR:
English: http://bit.ly/17UO4U1
Español: http://bit.ly/YTXXdZ 
· Toolkit on the right to food:


English: http://bit.ly/11cLqEf 

· Toolkit on the right to health:


English: http://bit.ly/ZnimeC
· Toolkit on water and sanitation: 


English: http://bit.ly/14Mng9Z 


Español: http://bit.ly/ZMCaUJ 


Français: http://bit.ly/Y1HTfc 

· Toolkit on the right to adequate housing: 



English: http://bit.ly/ZI7KHt 


Español: http://bit.ly/141sDl0 
OHCHR IN COUNTRIES
Haiti: human rights review of local development policy
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In February 2013, the Department of Artibonite, Haiti,issued a review of its public policy based on a human rights-based approach; “Le cahier de charges départemental de l’Artibonite selon une approche fondée sur les droits de l'homme (AFDH)”. Initiated jointly by the Ministry of Planning and local civil society organizations with the support of the Human Rights Section of the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) /OHCHR, the review recommends a close collaboration of all stakeholders for implementing the communal development plans elaborated by the Ministry of Planning in line with the priorities presented in this review, including the rights to food, health, education, a healthy environment, drinking water, and an adequate standard of living. Two important follow-up mechanisms were established. At the national level, an Inter-ministerial Committee was created to implement recommendations. At the departmental level, a committee gathering all representatives of public entities and civil society members was set up under the direct coordination of the Ministry of Planning.

· MINUSTAH press release: http://minustah.org/?p=40293 
Tunisia: building capacity of NGOs on ESCR
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OHCHR Tunisia Office has launched a series of training courses on monitoring and advocacy for economic, social and cultural rights, targeting up to 300 NGO leaders and human rights defenders across the country, with a focus on the economically disadvantaged areas. The training will be rolled out until October 2013 in partnership with Amnesty International Tunisia. So far the training has covered the mining regions of Gafsa and Redeyef (12-15 March 2013) and the southern town of Tozeur and Gabes (9-12 April 2013). Participants were introduced to international human rights protection mechanisms as well as state obligations and monitoring tools regarding economic, social and cultural rights. The training also included a practical workshop on ways to advocate for the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights by Tunisia.
Paraguay: Human rights indicators for the right to health launched
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The Human Rights Advisor for Paraguay has been supporting the design and use of human rights indicators in the country since 2012. The first set of indicators focuses on health, water and sanitation, education and fair trial. Recently, an inter-ministerial network, the Human Rights Executive Network (la Red de Derechos Humanos del Poder Ejecutivo) launched the publication “Human Rights Indicators: Right to health”, which presents 93 indicators to measure the quality and coverage of the right to health. These indicators include levels of disaggregation by sex, age, ethnic group, socioeconomic status, disability, language spoken at home and people living with HIV-AIDS. 

· The publication in Spanish is available at: http://bit.ly/YZnR3F
· For more info (en Español): http://bit.ly/YrJB4s 
Bolivia: Official presentation of the ESCR human rights indicators
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On 10 December 2012, marking the 64th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Government of Bolivia launched a set of 315 human rights indicators for the rights to food, education, health, employment, housing and the right of women to a life free of violence. The Ministry of Justice and the National Statistics Institute worked together on this set of indicators in order to promote and monitor human rights in Bolivia. At the launch, the Minister of the Interior underscored the importance of statistical information and indicators on the situation of human rights in Bolivia. 

· For full presentation of the indicators: www.ine.gob.bo/indicadoresddhh 
Colombia: voices of indigenous peoples on their free, prior and informed consent 
OHCHR Colombia has conducted a project to improve the implementation of the right to free, prior and informed consent on matters which affect the rights of ethnic peoples, as established under the Constitution and national jurisprudence of Colombia. The project aimed at collecting, in a transparent and inclusive manner, the vision, positions and interests of Colombian indigenous, afro descendants, raizales, palenqueros and rrom peoples on the right of free, prior and informed consent, through a participatory process at the community level. The project is contributing to strengthening the knowledge and capacity of ethnic traditional authorities and communities on free, prior and informed consent and to encouraging further dialogue between rights holders and duty bearers.  
·  “Voces y Palabras Mayores de los pueblos étnicos de Colombia sobre el derecho a la consulta y al consentimiento previo, libre e informado”: http://bit.ly/11BjHi8
Moldova: supporting Roma access to water 
On 8 April 2013, on the occasion of International Roma Day, direct water access was provided for the first time to houses in the rural Romani slum of Schinoasa in Moldova. The new water system is the result of a consultative process, convened by UN Women and OHCHR’s Human Rights Adviser, and involving Romani women from the community as well as local and regional authorities. The local authority concerned committed to working towards further development in the community. This is one of the outcomes of the Moldova UN Country Team’s commitment to human rights-based and gender-responsive development.
· OHCHR web story “Bringing inclusion to Roma communities in Moldova’s rural areas”: http://bit.ly/12iDOCK 
Southern Africa: regional seminar on the right to food
On 3-4 April 2013, experts from governments, national human rights institutions, civil society and the private sector from 10 continental countries in Southern Africa (Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe) gathered in Lilongwe, Malawi, and shared experiences and lessons learned on the implementation of the right to food in the region. The Regional Seminar on the Implementation and Promotion of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: Discrimination in the context of the Right to Food in Southern Africa was organized by OHCHR Regional Office for Southern Africa, in cooperation with the Government of Malawi and the United Nations Country Team in Malawi, supported by the Flemish Government (Belgium) and the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Lilongwe.
EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS
Open-Ended Working Group on the rights of peasants, 15-19 July
At its 21st session, the Human Rights Council established an open-ended intergovernmental working group with the mandate of negotiating, finalizing and submitting a draft United Nations declaration on the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas, on the basis of the draft submitted by the Council’s Advisory Committee. The first session of the Working Group will take place on 15 – 19 July, 2013, Room XX, Palais des Nations. 
For more information, see: http://bit.ly/15cmHoH
Seminar on the right to benefit from scientific advance, 3-4 October
Under a resolution of the Human Rights Council adopted at its twentieth session, OHCHR is to convene a two-day seminar on the right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications. The seminar will take place on 3-4 October 2013 in Room XXIV, Palais des Nations and will focus, among other issues, on the content and scope of this right as well as its relationship with other human rights and fundamental freedoms.
RECENT EVENTS
22nd session of the Human Rights Council: Reports relevant to ESCR
► Access documents listed below in all available UN official languages, searching by symbol numbers at: http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/mainec.aspx
	Mandates* and offices
	Main focus / relevant sections
	Symbol number

	Report of the SG on the realization of the ESC rights
	The report focuses on women’s enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights.
	A/HRC/22/24

	Report of the HC: Thematic study on the work and employment of persons with disabilities
	The report analyses relevant rights under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, highlights good practices and identifies the main challenges in ensuring equal access to, retention of and advancement in employment by persons with disabilities.
	A/HRC/22/25

	Report of the HC on the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health
	The report looks at the development of norms and standards for quality in education. The report examines national and international norms and standards, as well as policies regarding quality in education.
	A/HRC/22/31

	Report of the IE on environment - Preliminary report
	This preliminary report places the mandate in a

historical context, presents some of the outstanding issues relevant to the relationship

between human rights and the environment and describes the current and planned

programme of activities.
	A/HRC/22/43

	Report of the SR on adequate housing
	In this report the SR focuses the concept of security of tenure as a component of the right to adequate housing.
	A/HRC/22/46


	Mission to Israel & OPT (Jan/Feb 2012)
	
	A/HRC/22/46/Add.1

	Mission to Rwanda (July 2012)
	
	A/HRC/22/46/Add.2

	Mission to WTO
	
	A/HRC/22/46/Add.3

	Report of the SR on the right to food
	The report focuses on women’s rights and the right to food.
	A/HRC/22/50


	Mission to Canada (May 2012)
	
	A/HRC/22/50/Add.1

	Mission to Cameroon (July 2012)
	
	A/HRC/22/50/Add.2

	Mission to FAO
	
	A/HRC/22/50/Add.3

	Final study of the Advisory Committee on the promotion of human rights of the urban poor
	The study examines the situation of the urban poor and their enjoyment of the right to food, including strategies to improve their protection and best practices.
	A/HRC/22/61


	Final study of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee on rural women and the right to food
	The study examines the right to food of rural women by underlining the international legal framework, analysing the patterns of discrimination, proposing strategies and policies and emphasizing good practices. 
	A/HRC/22/72



* In order to keep the Bulletin concise, shorthand is used in the list for titles of mandates of the special procedure. For full official titles, please consult with the databases indicated above.

Human Rights Council discussion on children’s right to health

On 7 March 2013, the Human Rights Council held its annual day discussion on the rights of the child, focusing on children’s right to health. Discussions at the meeting focussed on strengthening the implementation of the right of the child to health and on accountability mechanisms that need to be in place to ensure compliance with States’ obligations. Emphasis was also placed on the social determinants of health and the interdependence between the right to health and other rights enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Child representatives from Bolivia and Haiti also participated in the annual full day meeting.
· OHCHR report on the right of the child to the highest attainable standard of health: http://bit.ly/109iNfC 

· OHCHR web story “A move to raise a healthier generation of kids”: http://bit.ly/XDWYBn 
Public consultation on the rights of older persons 
On 15 April 2013, OHCHR organized a public consultation on the human rights of older persons as mandated by the Human Rights Council resolution 21/23. The consultation aimed at gathering information and good practices on the protection and promotion of the rights of older persons. Experts from around the world as well as more than 80 State delegates, NGO representatives and other stakeholders actively engaged in the discussion on the challenges confronted by older persons in the full enjoyment of their human rights, particularly in relation to age discrimination and ageism, the social protection of older persons,  abuse, violence and neglect of older persons. The outcome of the consultation, together with written submissions by Member States and other stakeholders, will form the basis for a report to the Human Rights Council to be submitted at its 24th session.
· OHCHR website on the rights of older persons: http://bit.ly/11g9MwX 
Launch of a global network to protect artistic freedom 
In October 2012, a new international civil society network, ARTSFEX, was launched. It aims to promote, protect and defend artistic freedom of expression, as well as freedom of assembly, thought, and opinion in and across all art disciplines, globally, and consists of organizations advocating for freedom of expression as well as artists’ associations.
· For more information: www.artsfex.org
POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA
Thematic consultation on food and nutrition underscores the right to food 
The High Level Consultation on Hunger, Food Security and Nutrition in the Post 2015 Development Framework, held on 4 April in Madrid, Spain, underscored “the eradication of hunger and malnutrition must be definitive and irreversible based on the right of everyone to safe, sufficient, nutritious and affordable food” and that such a vision is driven by a human rights-based approach. The outcome of the consultation was shared with the High Level Panel of Eminent persons, and will inform the final report of the UN Secretary General at the UN General Assembly in September 2013.
· Full information on the thematic consultation on food security and nutrition:  http://bit.ly/YUcdb9 

· OHCHR website on Post-2015 Development Agenda: http://bit.ly/ZzumG0 

Health in the post-2015 development agenda

From 4-6 March 2013, the Government of Botswana hosted a High Level Dialogue on health in the post-2015 development agenda. The purpose of the meeting, which took place in Gaborone, Botswana, was to make recommendations on health in the post-2015 agenda, which have now been integrated into a report summarising inputs received during the global health consultation. The final report recognizes that “[t]he guiding principles for the new development agenda should include human rights, equity, gender equality, accountability, and sustainability.”
· Full information on the thematic consultation on health: http://bit.ly/10ggh7r 
· OHCHR website on Post-2015 Development Agenda: http://bit.ly/ZzumG0
CASES, LEGISLATION & POLICIES

Forced sterilization as violation of the right to privacy and family life 

The European Court of Human Rights ruled in the case of G.B. and R.B. v. the Republic of Moldova (no. 16761/09) that forced sterilization constitutes a violation of the right to respect for private and family life. 

The applicants were a Moldovan couple, Ms. and Mr B. In the process of delivering their child by Caesarean section in May 2000, the attending obstetrician removed Ms. B’s ovaries and Fallopian tubes without obtaining her permission. The removal of her reproductive organs caused her various health problems, including depression and osteoporosis. Relying on Article 8 of the European Convention for Human Rights, the applicants alleged that the sterilisation was unlawful and sought an upward revision of the compensation awarded by the domestic courts. The Court recognized the violation of Article 8 and awarded EUR 12,000 for non-pecuniary damage.
· Full text of the judgement: http://bit.ly/119DmFz 

ECOWAS Court held violation of the right to environment under the Banjur Charter
In the case SERAP v. Federal Republic of Nigeria (ECW/CCJ/JUD/18/12), the Plaintiff, the Socio-Economic Rights and Accountability Project (SERAP) alleged that the Government of Nigeria failed to take effective measures to protect people in Niger Delta from environmental pollution (oil spills and gas flaring) that damaged the livelihood and health of local communities, and claimed violation of a number of human rights, including the right to adequate standard of living. The Court of Justice of the Economic Community of Western African States (ECOWAS) held that Nigeria had violated Articles 1 and 24 of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. Article 24 of the Charter provides: ˝All peoples shall have the right to a general satisfactory environment favourable to their development˝. The Court ordered Nigeria to take measures to restore the environment of Niger Delta, to prevent recurrence of pollution and to hold the perpetrators of the environmental damage accountable.

· Full text of the judgement: http://bit.ly/YO9Hi4 

Scotland: Landmark legislation to end homelessness comes into force
In November 2012, the Parliament of Scotland adopted the Homelessness (Abolition of Priority Need Test) (Scotland) Order 2012, and the law came into force on 31 December. The legislation aims to effectively end homelessness by entitling all people facing homelessness unintentionally a right to settled accommodation. It abolishes eligibility criteria which determined priority of need, such as families with dependent children.

· Full text of the legislation: http://bit.ly/17E4G2e 
TOOLS / PUBLICATIONS / MULTIMEDIA/ COURSES
Report of the Fact-Finding Mission on Israeli Settlement
The Human Rights Council established in March 2012 an International Fact-Finding Mission on Israeli Settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. The Fact-Finding Mission submitted its report (A/HRC/22/63) to the 22nd session of the Council. Taking an indivisibility of rights approach, the report examined the impact on Palestinians of settlements on civil, economic, political, social and cultural rights and their inter-linkages. It also refers to the role of private entities. 

· Full text of the report and more information on the work of the Fact-Finding Mission: http://bit.ly/XP7pUW 

Publications and multimedia

· FAO Land Tenure Journal No.1 (2012), Thematic issue on the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure: http://bit.ly/11mhMxA 

· “Global hunger – the grossest of human rights violations”, address by Michael D. Higgins, President of Ireland, at an international conference ‘Hunger, Nutrition, Climate Justice’, 14 April (with video): http://bit.ly/ZuAEY9 

· Small-scale farming families hope to return to their land (video clip), Peace Brigades International: http://bit.ly/YOuGWA 
· Factsheet on Women’s Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, ESCR-Net: (English) http://bit.ly/YZzkQP, (Español) http://bit.ly/13epYjw 

· Manual on Litigation and Advocacy on Women’s’ ESC Rights under CEDAW/OP-CEDAW and ICESCR/OP-ICESCR, ESCR-Net: http://bit.ly/Zxtkub 

· The Human Rights-Based Approach: A Field of Action for Human Rights Education, CIFEDHOP: http://bit.ly/119O8ZE 

· A Human Rights Based Approach to Denmark’s Development Cooperation: Guidance and Inspiration for Policy Dialogue and Programming, DANIDA: http://bit.ly/ZxI7EZ 
· The Right to Education, HAKI ZETU: ESC rights in Practice series, Amnesty International/ Action Aid: http://bit.ly/15cQXzO 

· "On the Way Home: FEANTSA Monitoring Report on Homelessness and Homeless Policies in Europe", FEANTSA: (English) http://bit.ly/XPdC35 / (Français) http://bit.ly/17iQ3P8 

· Counting Homeless People in the 2011 Housing and Population Census, European Observatory on Homelessness: http://bit.ly/11aaSZI 
OHCHR web stories

· Breaking barriers to equal access to work for persons with disabilities: http://bit.ly/11g8Yby 

· Mistreatment in healthcare settings: when a carer becomes a torturer: http://bit.ly/17DBWH5 
· Discrimination faced by rural women impacts negatively food security: http://bit.ly/13fckNf 
· The Human Rights Case Against Corruption: http://bit.ly/12iD2W8 
· Fighting FGM: Girls’ right to education versus traditional practices  (with video): http://bit.ly/17Drb7J 

Courses
LLM in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, University of Essex
The University of Essex, UK, will be running a new LLM course in Economic, Social and Cultural Rights for the academic year beginning October 2013. The course is designed for lawyers and non-lawyers (including persons with a background in the social sciences, health sciences, economics, development, international relations and related specialisations) and brings together human rights and public policy in an interdisciplinary context.
· For more information, see: http://bit.ly/170ibZ1 
Summer School on the Rights of the Child, 24-28 June, Nottingham University
The Human Rights Law Centre Summer School on the Rights of the Child will run 24-28 June 2013 at Nottingham University, UK. The programme covers children's economic and social rights, violence against children, child participation, and child rights monitoring and advocacy.
· For more information, see: http://bit.ly/119RuvL 
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Previous issues of the ESCR Bulletin are available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/ESCR/Pages/ESCRIndex.aspx 
To subscribe, send blank email to: 
escrbulletin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
To unsubscribe: escrbulletin-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
To request further information on the work of OHCHR as mentioned in this volume, write to: escrbulletin@ohchr.org
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