Ljubljana, September 2017

Thematic Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment on children's rights and the environment – input by SLOVENIA
1. Please provide specific examples of legislation, policies and programmes in relation to the protection of children’s rights from environmental harm.

There are generally no special and specific provisions regarding children's rights in relation to the environment in the legislation since it refers mainly to the protection of the environment and health of people in general. However, in practice while implementing different regulations in this regard and in the awareness-raising campaigns special attention is given to children.
In 2012 the Government of the Republic of Slovenia adopted the National Strategy for Children and Youth Environmental Health 2012-2020. Measures for the implementation of the National Strategy are provided by an Action Plan that defines the specific tasks of the ministries and other stakeholders in the Republic of Slovenia until 2020. The Action Plan includes activities that will help to reduce important public health problems among children and adolescents by prevention of diseases due to chemical, biological and physical risk factors. 

In addition the Ministry of Health and its bodies are responsible for awareness on environmental issues that have harmful effects on human health (air quality, drinking water, ultraviolet solar radiation, non-ionizing electromagnetic radiation), periodical audit of quality of bathing water in swimming pools and drinking water (according to regulation) and give a formal opinion in procedures of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) based on expert report.
Regarding general executive measures in the past, in 2006, on the basis of the recommendation of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Government adopted the Programme for Children and Youth 2006–2016, which was updated for the period 2013-206. The Programme was the first comprehensive document and instrument of the Slovenian government to improve the quality of life for children and youth. It included different areas such as childhood, socio-economic status, abuse, healthy environment for leisure activities of children etc. 

The development of a new strategy of Republic of Slovenia on Child Rights 2018-2023 is in progress, which includes preparation of a social impact assessment of all relevant measures for child benefit regarding participation of children and involving their interest. Until now no specific measures for engaging children and youth in climate-related decision-making processes have been included in long-term strategic documents for children.
2. Please provide specific examples of good practices in environmental-related matters in the fulfilment of obligations to protect and promote children’s rights. Such examples may include practices related to: promoting the enjoyment of children’s human rights in general (e.g., rights to life, food, housing, health, water and sanitation, cultural rights, etc.); guaranteeing procedural rights of children (e.g., rights to information, participation and access to remedy); protecting children’s freedom of association and expression in this context; monitoring children’s rights affected by environmental related legislation, programmes and projects (e.g., rights to life, food, housing, health, water and sanitation, cultural rights, etc.); protecting children from adverse impacts related to environmental degradation and, in particular, children of indigenous and other minority communities; promoting children’s rights to environmental education and to play.
Since many activities take place at different levels, we would like to underline some major projects at national level: special attention to replacement of asbestos cement roof tiles on kindergartens and schools, regular measurements of soil and sand pollution in children sandpits and playgrounds. With regard to the latter we have several cases when the soil in the playgrounds with higher levels of some harmful substances was completely replaced. In addition, in the areas with history of industrial pollution (lead, PCB etc.) regular measurements of blood contamination of children are carried out.
We would also like to mention the national programme for waste management and zero waste program where we paid special attention to awareness-raising among children. In this regard special programmes and activities were organized in schools inter alia to promote the re-use of textile and clothes, prevention of food waste and a campaign against using light plastic bags.
3. Please specify, where relevant, challenges your Government has experienced in the integration of children’s rights protection in environmental-related matters (and vice-versa).

There are many challenges in this regard but one of the most sensitive is providing access to water and adequate housing for Roma community, especially children as the most vulnerable population due to rather complicated and complex situation.
4. Please provide specific examples related to the regulation of corporations and other non-State actors in relation to the protection of children’s rights from environmental harm and the fulfilment of their obligations in this regard.

/
5. Please specify, where relevant, any laws or policies referring to the rights of future generations in relation to environmental matters.

See the response to question 1.
In addition to the above answers Slovenia would like to draw the attention to its inputs to the following reports and questionnaires of the UN human rights mechanisms:

· Report of the Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes on the issue of the rights of the child with respect to hazardous substances and wastes (April 2016)

· OHCHR questionnaire on the relationship between climate change and the full and effective enjoyment of the rights of the child (December 2016) 

· Questionnaire on the Impacts of Climate Change on the Right to Health pursuant to the Resolution A/HRC/RES/29/15 (November 2015)
Please find attached herewith the above mentioned inputs.

