MoALD inputs for Thematic Report focusing on reducing the environmental impacts of the global food system on human rights rapporters
QN1
The following are explained as examples of ways in which the environmental impacts of the global food system on human right. 
· For food production agriculture occupies a huge portion of land and requires a high amount of water and energy and in turn food production either from plant or livestock leads to a high amount of GHG emission.

· Due to the pressure of high volume food demand to hungry million mouths a high volume production plan is required. This leads to the use of high yielding varieties with mono-cropping practices focusing to a single or specific crop varieties or breads. In some cases the crop could be hybrid further. This may restrict to have the availability and consumption of diversified food. At a certain juncture of time, commercial monoculture can have potential risk to environmental desertification with evolution of specific pests and diseases. It has direct effect on depletion of local and indigenous landraces.
· High production commercial farming demands high use of production inputs. This may leads the over exploitation of natural resources. The result may be depletion of ground and surface water and can have the long term detrimental effect on soil organic matter content and soil fertility.

The high amount of fertilizer, pesticides and other chemicals used in commercial mono cropping can lead to the serious air and water pollution which has direct and indirect effect on human health and wellbeing. To the above food production system the human right aspects can be explained against in term of good nutrition and food security including hunger and undernourishment, micronutrient deficiency and food availability.
QN2

Climate change can affect the food system in the following way

· A large and noticeable impact of climate change is the change of agro-ecological zone. The crop in a certain agro-ecological zone today cannot be grown in the same agro-ecological zone in the coming years. The change in temperature, precipitation and other parameters make a shift in the agro-ecological change.  This shift in the cropping zone make an uncertainty on planting and harvesting time with a significant change in quality and quantity of produce. Climate change impacts on shifting in fodder and grazing land. It has greatly changing the crop and livestock production suitability of existing zone. 
· In recent years an extreme unfavorable weather condition like erratic precipitation and hailstone is noticed at harvesting time loosing 100 percent yield loss in some cereals. 
· Climate change make unpredictable output with input requirement: increased temperature requires high amount of irrigation water. Drought of low irrigation demands low fertilization in fruits and vegetables. High temperature leads to low milk production on dairy animals

QN3 
The States obligation and responsibility could be for the adaptation and mitigation awareness creation to all those producers and consumers on protecting environment and producing and consuming sustainable and healthy enough food. To this the government could do
· Adaptation and mitigation awareness creation

· Adoptive Research and make availability of crop bread and fodder and feed suitable to changed climate condition
· Legal provision on making safe food availability in the market
· Development of environment friendly crop and livestock breeds

· Regular environment impact monitoring

· Conservation of gene and genetic material and germplasms
· Promotion of healthy food production and consumption 

QN4

In our contest the following constitutional and legal provisions with institutional arrangement and actions are made so far

Constitutional and legal

· Environmental acts and law (and many associated byelaws) for keeping and promoting environmental health
· Mandatory Environmental impact assessment prior to establishment of any factories and big projects

· Food Right and food sovereignty acts

Institutional arrangement and actions

· Establishment of bio diversity environment section within the Ministry of agriculture and livestock development
· Centre of crop development and promotion of agro-biodiversity in the ministry

· Adaptation of organic and safe cultivation practices like Integrated Pest Management (IPM), Good Agriculture Practices (GAP) etc
· Provision of pesticide residue examination in major vegetables and fruits

· Proper management of garbage and crop residue

· Establishment of market centre with product price and other information

· Ban on certain chemicals which have adverse effect on human and environment health

· Standard on certain processed food and beverages products from industry

QN5

· Yes we are committed to reduce the adverse environmental effect of food system and promote human right to which the institutional, constitutional and our plan policies and programme are already mentioned in QN4
QN6

Many of the actions are already mentioned in QN4 the following can be taken as additional

· Establishment of agriculture market with fair price

· Pesticide residue content examination in major fruits and vegetable at major wholesale and retail markets.

· Technology verification with farmers at farmers field

· Proclamation of organic area to a certain geographic area: eg Jumla district

· Periodic market monitoring for price and quality.

· We are implementing GAP and promoting organic agriculture.

· Promotion of local indigenous crop and breads

· Post harvest technology for reducing crop loss

QN7
The government has a serious contrasting challenge to meet the balance between the healthy environment and producing enough and good quality food for all. It has to feed the hungry million mouths by keeping safe sustainable and healthy environment. In addition to this the government has low coping capacity against vulnerability. 

Some of the specific challenges the Nepalese government faced in this regard can be listed as

· Remoteness of the country

· Unfair Moral and ethics of some the business organizations 

· Limited awareness among consumers

· Political instability and coordination between different tiers of governments

· Low paying capacity of consumers and their awareness on safe food

· Increased use of chemical and pesticides either in fresh produced and processed products
· Transportation and limited storage facility

QN8

· Yes women, children, indigenous and minority (dalit) peoples are more vulnerable in term of unhealthy food production and consumption. 

· Those groups of people should be empowered with better agriculture extension system. Social protection system, WASS and sanitation, Improved health system, Education and gender education and increased awareness. The agriculture extension system should go to these groups of communities for not only grow more but is should be for grow more nourishing and safe food.
· In ongoing agricultural extension programme a focused programme to a group of needy person is continue in action since years

 QN9

· All groups of development worker private and public including environmentalists are protected by the constitution of Nepal to work freely without the fear of violence. Nobody in Nepal either Nepalese of non Nepalese could go against the constitution of Nepal. The person or group of person who works for right thing on right way is protected by the constitution. 
QN10

Yes, the high income countries consume high amount of meat and the high calorie food but data from different sources show the relativity of food waste in those countries is low in comparison with low and middle income country. However, it is true that the waste amount in total in high income countries could be high to that the total of the low and middle income countries. Anyway, a huge amount of food is wasted in the high income countries and on the other hand low and middle income countries are exerting the unnecessary pressure to the environment for higher yield to their livelihood. The environment is global, its degraded effect is global and its health and happiness benefit is also global. Therefore, to achieve common benefit from healthy and prosperous environment the high income countries can co-work with middle and low income countries in the following ways
· Providing high yielding breed, seed and technology

· Integrating research and extension

· They themselves are producing more GHG gases by producing more food, feed and meat. So they can help the globe by limiting their production to their required amount. 

· Co-working with low and middle income countries in developing resilience capacity against climate change and degraded environment.
QN 11

High income countries should be responsible to work with low and middle income countries. It is because food is for live; and where food is not meeting demanded quantity; environment at any cost cannot be safe, usual and functional. 

Creation of sustainable food production and consumption environment should not be only the responsibility of a particular government or country. But it should be the global responsibility for a healthier and better common global environment.

Some of the practices what the low and middle income countries can or should do in this regards is already mentioned in QN4
