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France, Paris, 14 Avenue de l’Opera, 75001
Ukraine, Kyiv, 56 Kharkivske highroad, 02175
arcconstructionofcrimea@gmail.com

29.06.2021 № 056/2021
To UN Special Rapporteur on the right to food
Food Systems and Human Rights: Situation in Crimea

Prof. Borys Babin, expert of ARC, PhD Eduard Pleshko, expert of ARC,
PhD Hanna Ustinova-Boichenko, expert of ARC, PhD Olexiy Plotnikov, expert of ARC, 

PhD Andrii Chvaliuk, expert of ARC, PhD Victor Filatov, expert of ARC

Our Association
 herewith submits the following submission to the questionnaire of the UN Special Rapporteur on issue of the food systems and human rights, for the Rapporteur’s forthcoming report. Our submission is devoted to the situation of right to food in the Crimean peninsula. 
The illegal occupation and attempted annexation of the Crimea by Russia since 2014 have been condemned in a series of international acts
, which paid special attention to the brutal violation by Russia the fundamental human rights and condemned the policy of the Russia’s “authorities”, illegal militarization the Crimea and illegal resettlement of more than 500 thousands of the Russian citizens to the Crimea that caused systematic water crisis. The attempted annexation the Crimea by Russia was never recognized by the international community. Systematic human rights violations in the Crimea are the subject to consideration in the International Court of Justice (case 166)
 and the European Court of Human Rights (case 20958/14 and others).

The key challenge for the Crimea since 2015 is the water crisis that appeared exactly due to the policies of the Russia’s “authorities” in conditions of the climate change. Such Russia’s policies brutally violated the Crimean residents’ right to development perspective. Russia established its effective control over the Crimea with its 2,5 million inhabitants in spring 2014. In the following 7 years, Russia has relocated over 500 thousand of its own residents to the Crimea. Further, Russia initiated large military infrastructure projects in the Crimea, requiring massive water supply. The ill-considered Russian military, economic and demographic policy in the Crimea created a water crisis that negatively affected on the rights of Crimean residents, including the indigenous people of the Crimea. Climate change exaggerated the problem, as the region is becoming increasingly arid
. However, the occupation and the attempt of annexation of the Crimea by Russia reduce the practical possibility for the Ukrainian government to prevent and correct the above-mentioned ill-considered Russian water and food policy in Crimea. 
The biggest challenge for Ukrainian authorities and Ukrainian people is the possible escalation of the Russian aggression against Ukraine, including the possible attempt by the Russian military and paramilitary units forcibly take effective control over the part of the North Crimean Canal in the Ukrainian-controlled part of Ukraine’s mainland in Kherson Region. At the same time, the biggest challenge for the Ukrainian citizens in the Crimea are Russian military, economic and demographic policies leading to water crisis in the Crimea

.
But anyway the water crisis in the Crimea has no signs of “humanitarian catastrophe” as Russian propaganda points. The researches shows that the agrarian sector in the Crimea functioning to provide well enough production for Crimean residents
 and all risks in this issue have grounds just in the Russia policy on the peninsula.   

Apart of water crisis aggravated by the Russia’ policy, some other regional food system’s issues have influence to realisation Crimeans’ rights to food. They are:

- illegal seizure by Russia’s de-facto authorities the key agrarian enterprises in the Crimea, owned by the Ukrainian public institutions
 like National Agricultural Academy;

- illegal seizure by Russia’s de-facto authorities the system of the co-operative consumer cooperation in the Crimea


;
- changes in certification and sanitary policy issues that Russia’s de-facto authorities initiated in the Crimea that destroyed the small agrarian business sector on peninsula
;

- non-controlled, non-regulated industrial fishery in the Black and Azov Seas from the Crimea controlled by the Russia’s de-facto authorities

;
- illegal seizure by the business structures controlled by Russia’s de-facto authorities the hundreds hectares of vineyards located in the Southern Coast of the Crimea for the building purposes


;

- artificial “self-exclusion” the Russia-controlled territory from the world food marked in conditions of the “counter-sanctions” against the European food market;

- absence of scientific-grounded agrarian policy in the occupied Crimea, absence of the effective pest control


.
Our Association believes that a special research on the right to food in situations of armed conflicts and related “grey zones” like Crimea, done by the Rapporteur, may be a starting point for improvement of the situation. The Rapporteur’s visit to Ukraine, including Crimea would contribute to collection of information, and would enable to make a first-hand impression of the situation with realization the right to food in the region. 
29th May 2021           Representative of the ARC                      Dr. Borys Babin
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