VOLUNTARY FUND FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
Call for Applications: January – March 2015
Dear all, 
Please note that the deadline to submit applications to attend the 31st session of the Human Rights Council, the 24th session of the Working Group of the Universal Periodic Review as well as the sessions of treaty bodies taking place in Geneva between January and March 2016 is:  23 October 2015. 
Below are the States that will be examined by the UPR and Treaty Bodies for the said period:
· 24th session of the UPR Working Group (Geneva, January 2016)

States under review: Namibia, Niger, Mozambique, Estonia, Paraguay, Belgium, Denmark, Palau, Somalia, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Latvia, Sierra Leone, Singapore

· Human Rights Committee – 116th session (Geneva, 7 to 31 March 2016)

Consideration of State’s report of: Costa Rica, Namibia, New Zealand, Rwanda, Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden
Adoption of list of issues: Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Colombia, Jamaica, Morocco, Slovakia
Adoption of list of issues prior to reporting: Estonia
· Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) – 57th session (Geneva, 22 February to 4 March 2016)

Consideration of State’s report of: Canada, Kenya, Namibia
Pre-Sessional Working Group (Geneva, 7 to 11 March 2016): Costa Rica, Cyprus, Philippines, Poland, Tunisia, Yemen
· Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) –  63rd session (Geneva, 15 February  - 4 March 2016)

Consideration of State’s report of: Czech Republic, Haiti, Iceland, Japan, Mongolia, Sweden, United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu
· Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) – 71st session (11 to 29 January 2016): 

Consideration of State’s report of: Benin, Brunei Darussalam, France, Gabon, Haiti, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Kenya, Latvia, Maldives, Oman, Peru, Senegal, Zambia, Zimbabwe
OPSC: Latvia, Peru 

OPAC: Latvia, Peru
Pre-Sessional Working Group (1 to 5 February 2016): Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Bulgaria, Pakistan, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Slovakia, Suriname, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; OPSC: Luxembourg
· Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) – 15th sessions (29 March to 21 April 2016)

Consideration of State’s report of: Serbia, Chile, Lithuania, Slovakia, Thailand, Uganda and Portugal
· Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED) – 10th session (14 to 26 March 2016)

Consideration of State’s report of: Burkina Faso, Tunisia and Kazakhstan
Some of the issues that will be discussed at the 31st session of the Human Rights Council (February/March 2016) are: 

· Torture
· Human rights defenders
· Right to food

· Adequate housing

· Human rights and environment

· Foreign debt 

· Freedom of religion or belief

· Cultural rights

· Rights of children: sale of children, violence against children, children and armed conflict
· Rights of persons with disabilities

· Adoption of the UPR Working Group reports of: Micronesia, Lebanon, Mauritania, Nauru, Rwanda, Nepal, Saint Lucia, Oman, Austria, Myanmar, Australia, Georgia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Sao Tome and Principe
Additional information

This information might be subject to change. Therefore, we would strongly advise that you check the OHCHR webpage on a regular basis to have updated information: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/Pages/HumanRightsBodies.aspx      
The application forms for these meetings are available on the following web link: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/IPeoplesFund/Pages/ApplicationsForms.aspx
Applications need to be signed, dated and sent with all the supporting documents to the following email: indigenousfunds@ohchr.org
Please mention the mechanism you wish to attend in the subject header of your e-mail

Please also verify the new criteria for selection established by the members of the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples to make sure that you are eligible to apply to attend the sessions you are interested in. The new criteria are available on the following web link: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/IPeoplesFund/Pages/criteria.aspx
For any other additional information, you can consult our website: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/IPeoplesFund/Pages/IPeoplesFundIndex.aspx
Best wishes,

The Secretariat of the Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples
