- 2 -


[image: image1.png]



	UNITED NATIONS EXPERT SEMINAR ON TREATIES, AGREEMENTS
AND OTHER CONSTRUCTIVE ARRANGEMENTS  BETWEEN

STATES AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Hobbema, Alberta
14-17 November 2006



Information note
At its 46th plenary meeting, on 23 July 2003, the Economic and Social Council, took note of Commission on Human Rights decision 2003/117 of 25 April 2003 and endorsed the Commission’s recommendation that it request the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to organize, before the end of the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People, a seminar on treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements between States and indigenous peoples to explore possible ways and means to follow up on the recommendations included in the final report of the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Miguel Alfonso Martínez, of the Study on treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements between States and indigenous populations (Doc. E/CN.4/Sub.2/1999/20; § 289-322).
The seminar, organized by OHCHR in November 2003 in Geneva, provided an opportunity to 39 indigenous representatives, 9 academic experts and 30 State representatives to discuss the difficulties related to the implementation of treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements concluded between States and indigenous peoples and the need to foster better understanding between the parties.
While the seminar considered the impact of the legacy of these historical treaties on indigenous peoples, it also looked at how treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements can play a role in reconciling indigenous peoples and States. The situation of historical and modern treaties prevailing in Bangladesh, Philippines, New Zealand, United States of America, Panama, Chile, Myanmar, Canada, Kenya, Australia, Mexico, and Indonesia was discussed at length, including with expert working papers identifying the issues and making proposals.

Based on the conclusion and recommendations of the seminar whereby it was felt that work should be undertaken to share information on “best practices” in relation to historic treaties but also modern-day treaty-making between States and indigenous peoples, the present seminar is intended to build on the first seminar and namely draw upon current experiences and best practices and identify lessons learnt that might serve as a guide for the better implementation of historic treaties and the development of modern agreements between indigenous peoples and States.

The seminar also gives an opportunity to build on the recent adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples that was adopted by the Human Rights Council on 29 June and will be before the General Assembly this Autumn and in particular the provisions relating to treaties and also explore the scope and extent of the treaty rights of indigenous peoples. It is expected that the recommendations of the seminar will contribute to a dialogue between States and indigenous peoples and provide a framework for the implementation and elaboration of treaties and agreements that would better protect the rights of indigenous peoples.
Participants will provide short written presentations and discussion will revolve around the following themes: indigenous peoples and States understanding of treaties, agreements and constructive arrangements; issues related to the implementation of treaties, agreements  and other constructive arrangements; practical experiences of treaties and agreements as mechanisms for conflict resolution and reconciliation; international developments and treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements including the role of the draft declaration, the human rights treaty bodies and regional human rights instruments. 
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