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1.
In its decision 2006/102 of 30 June 2006, the Human Rights Council decided to extend exceptionally for one year, subject to the review to be undertaken by the Council in conformity with General Assembly resolution 60/251, the mandates of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, including the Working Group on Indigenous Populations. In the same decision, the Sub-Commission is requested to give priority to preparing a paper on the Sub-Commission’s record that gives its own vision and recommendations for future expert advice to the Council. The Sub-Commission is also invited to provide a list of ongoing studies as well as an overall review of it activities. The paper containing this information should be submitted to the Council in 2006. The Council decided that the Working Groups would be convened to hold their annual sessions in order to contribute to the Sub-Commission’s paper.

2.
In the light of the decision taken by the Council, the Working Group will need to decide what time it can set aside to consider the request to prepare its contribution to the Sub-Commission’s paper. The Council is requesting a record that could include achievements to date, a list of ongoing studies and activities, and a vision and recommendations for the future. The present note includes information that may be used as a basis for elaborating the part of the paper related to achievements.

3.
The Working Group may wish to make reference to some or all of the many achievements and outputs that have developed out of initiatives by its members and participants. Annex I to the present note, therefore, makes reference to some of the reports, studies, notes, draft norms and recommendations that have been produced by the Working Group over its 24 years history. The annex recalls the significant steps taken in the elaboration of the draft declaration, the proposals over several sessions to establish a voluntary fund to help with the travel of indigenous representatives to its meetings, the contributions both regarding the establishment and programmes of the International Decades of the World’s Indigenous People, recommendations relating to the creation of a special rapporteur on indigenous peoples, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and numerous expert workshops on thematic issues as well as the major studies that have pioneered thinking on critical questions within the United Nations. Ideally, the list of outputs of the Working Group should also include the many written and oral contributions made by indigenous organizations, non-governmental organizations, governments, the United Nations system and the secretariat.

4.
Annex II provides some information on the participation of indigenous representatives, peoples, nations, communities and organizations. The assistance provided by the Voluntary Fund and several NGO funds and the working methods of the Working Group allowing for unrestricted participation of indigenous peoples in its deliberations have ensured very broad involvement of indigenous peoples from around the world. In some way the Working group needs to draw attention to its innovative manner of working and the diversity of participation that it has allowed.

Annex I

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its first session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1982/33) 25 August 1982. Paragraph 126 states that the Working Group should elaborate a declaration and paragraphs 21 and 111 decide that its sessions should be open and accessible to representatives of indigenous peoples without consultative status with ECOSOC

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its fourth session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1985/22) 27 August 1985 Annex II: The first principles drafted for the future declaration. 

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its eleventh session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1990/42) 27 August 1990. Following workshop meetings, the Working Group sent formally the first 30 articles of the declaration to governments for comments 

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous populations on its eleventh session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/29) 23 August 1993. The draft declaration is agreed upon by members of the Working Group to coincide with the International Year of the World’s Indigenous People. 

Technical review of the draft United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/2/Add.1) 20 April 1994. Secretariat review requested by Working Group and Sub-Commission.

Establishment of a working group of the Commission on Human Rights to elaborate a draft declaration in accordance with paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution 49/214, Economic and Social Council resolution 1995/32, Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995 following the adoption of the draft declaration by the Sub-Commission in resolution 1994/45

Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its first session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1982/33) 25 August 1982. Paragraph 112 recommends that a fund be established to assist indigenous peoples’ participation at the Working Group.

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its second session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1983/22) 23 August 1983. Part IV is dedicated to the voluntary fund and how it should work (§120-133); approved by General Assembly resolution 40/131 of 13 December 1985

From 1985 to 2005, around 800 participants have received funds from the Voluntary Fund. In this period the Fund have received around 2100 aplications.

International Year and International Decades of the World’s indigenous People

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its seventh session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1989/36). 25 August 1989 Recommended to the General Assembly that 1993 should be proclaimed the international year for indigenous rights. Resolution 1990/248 of ECOSOC recommends the General Assembly to implement this recommendations but the name changes to “international year for the world’s indigenous peoples”. Resolution 45/164 of the General Assembly proclaims International Year of the World’s Indigenous People.

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its twelfth session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/30) 17 August 1994: Paragraphs 139 and 146 relate to recommendation of World Conference on Human Rights to establish an international decade of the world’s indigenous people. General Assembly resolution 48/163 proclaims Decade. In subsequent years Working Group holds annual discussion on Decade.

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its twenty-first session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2003/22) 11 August 2003: paragraph 117 recommends the proclamation of a second decade. Established by General Assembly resolution 59/174 of  16 December 2004

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its twenty-third session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2005/26, annex IV) 12 August 2005 recommends a series of activities for the Programme of Action that was approved by the General Assembly 60/142 of 16 December 2005

Special Rapporteur

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its seventeenth session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1999/19) 12 August 1999: Paragraph 120 recommends the  Commission establish a Special Rapporteur to report on the rights of indigenous peoples. The Special Rapporteur was approved by the Commission resolution 2001/57 of 24 April 2001

Permanent Forum

Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations on its twelfth session (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1994/30) 17 August 1994 (Annex: Guidelines for the establishment of a permanent forum of the world’s indigenous peoples): For the following years, the Working Group dedicates time to discussing the forum proposal. Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues recommended by the Commission in its resolution 2000/22 and established by ECOSOC in its resolution 2000/22 of 24 July 2001

Studies

Study of the problem of discrimination against indigenous populations (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1986/7) 1 March 1987

Study on the protection of the cultural and intellectual property of indigenous peoples, by Erica-Irene Daes, (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/28) 28 July 1993

Working Paper by the Chairperson-Rapporteur, Erica-Irene A. Daes, on the concept of "indigenous people" (E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1996/2) 10 June 1996

Study on treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangements between States and indigenous populations Final report by Miguel Alfonso Martínez, Special Rapporteur (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1999/20) 22 June 1999

Indigenous peoples and their relationship to land. Final working paper prepared by the Special Rapporteur, Erica-Irene A. Daes (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2001/21) 11 June 2001

Indigenous peoples’ permanent sovereignty over natural resources. Final report of the Special Rapporteur, Erica-Irene A. Daes (E/CN.4/Sub.2/2004/30) 13 July 2004

Seminars and workshops:

United Nations seminar on the effects of racism and racial discrimination on the social and economic relations between indigenous peoples and States. E/CN.4/1989/22

Report of the meeting of experts to review the experience of countries in the operation of schemes of internal self-governments for indigenous peoples (E/CN.4/1992/42 and Add.1)

Technical Conference on indigenous peoples and the environment held at Santiago de Chile E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/31 and Add.1 May 1992

Report of the United Nations Technical Conference on Practical Experience in the Realization of Sustainable and Environmentally Sound Self-Development of Indigenous Peoples E/CN.4/Sub.2/1992/31, 23 June 1992

Technical meeting on the international year and the international decade of the World’s indigenous people E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1994/CRP.4 1993

Worlkshop held in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolution 1995/30 on consideration of a permanent forum on indigenous issues in the United Nations E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1995/7.  Copenhagen 26-28 June 1995

Expert seminar on practical experience regarding indigenous lands and claims E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1996/6 and Add.1 Whitehorse, Canada, 24-28 March 1996

Technical Meeting on the Protection of the Heritage of Indigenous People (Geneva, 6-7 March 1997) E/CN.4/Sub.2/1997/15

Second Workshop on the permanent forum on indigenous issues held in accordance with Commission on Human Rights resolution 1997/30 (Santiago, 30 June-2 July 1997) E/CN.4/1998/11

Workshop of Indigenous Journalists Madrid, 26-28 January 1998 E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1998/6

Workshop on research and higher education institutions and indigenous peoples E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/1999/5 and Add.1. Costa Rica, 28 June to 2 July 1999

Seminar on the draft principles and guidelines for the protection of the heritage of indigenous peoples 28 February - 1 March 2000 E/CN.4/Sub.2/2000/26

Workshop on indigenous media: “promoting the rights of indigenous peoples through the media” E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2001/3, New York, 11-14 December 2000

Workshop on Indigenous Peoples and Sustainable Development: Technical Follow up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Washington, 19 – 20 February 2003 (OHCHR jointly with the World Bank). Note by the Secretariat -  E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2003/10

Expert Seminar on Indigenous Peoples and the Administration of Justice (Madrid, 12-14 November 2003) E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2004/6 

Seminar on Treaties, Agreements and Other Constructive Arrangements between

States and Indigenous Peoples (Geneva, 15-17 December 2003) E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2004/7 and Corr.1

Expert seminar on indigenous peoples and education in cooperation with  UNESCO, Paris, 18-20 October 2004 E/CN.4/2005/88/Add.4 

Technical seminar to evaluate the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations and the Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2005/CRP.1

Expert seminar on indigenous peoples' permanent sovereignty Geneva 25-27 January 2006 E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2006/3

Multiculturalism in Africa: peaceful and constructive group accommodation in situations involving minorities and indigenous peoples. Series of seminars held in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, 13-15 May 2000 E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.5/2000/WP.3; Kidal, Mali 8-13 January 2001 E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.5/2001/3; Gaborone, Botswana 18-22 February 2002 E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2002/4 and Consultation and Training Workshop for Pygmy Communities on Human Rights, Development and Cultural Diversity in Cooperation with the ILO and the UNESCO, 11-15 November 2002, Yaoundé and the Dja Biosphere Reserve, Cameroon E/CN.4/Sub.2/AC.4/2003/11.

Annex II

Participation in the Working Group

	Year
	Number of NGO
	Participants

	1982
	31
	-

	1983
	43
	-

	1984
	63
	-

	1985
	95
	250

	1986
	NO OFFICIAL SESSION
	NO OFFICIAL SESSION

	1987
	115
	370

	1988
	142
	380

	1989
	130
	-

	1990
	132
	-

	1991
	150
	-

	1992
	275
	615

	1993
	226
	600

	1994
	267
	790

	1995
	279
	700

	1996
	297
	721

	1997
	236
	887

	1998
	306
	950

	1999
	251
	971

	2000
	248
	1027

	2001
	271
	1033

	2002
	270
	1076

	2003
	304
	871

	2004
	226
	651

	2005
	146
	427
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