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2004 United Nations Intervention: Conflict Resolution & Canadian Aboriginals

Mr. Chairperson, members of the Working Group, Indigenous brothers and sisters and governments.  Greetings of love, peace, and harmony to all. 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to express myself. In addition, I would like to thank the United Nations’ Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Peoples for sponsoring my attendance at this 22nd session of the WGIP.

We are here to address the issue of conflict resolution based on the important paper developed by our Chairman, Dr. Martinez. With the inception of the Working Group on Indigenous Peoples, Indigenous Peoples have had a voice to speak directly about issues of concern to us.  Now, is the time to move forward in acquiring the Indigenous Peoples’ wisdom on conflict resolution.

The Canadian Indigenous Women’s Resource Institute (CIWRI) serves people of all genders and ethnicities with special attention to Indigenous women’s issues. The Royal Commission Report on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP) Nongom Ikkwe, wrote: “Our people will not heal and rise toward becoming self governing and strong people, both in spirit and vision until the women rise and give direction and support to our leaders. That time is now; the women are now actively participating in insuring the empowerment of Indigenous Peoples.” 

Nongom Ikkwe, Aboriginal women’s organization in Manitoba Pg.7 Vol. 4 Perspectives and Realities, Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples 

The health and healing that we seek for women is the very same that we seek for Indigenous Peoples on a global scale. Healing the world’s Indigenous Nations requires resolving the pain of the past as well as the inequalities of the present to build a strong and peaceful future for those children yet unborn.

When we discuss conflict resolution, we must keep in mind that it is the women and children who have been impacted most profoundly by the destruction of our Indigenous ways. The best way to understand the concerns of Indigenous women is to let us speak for ourselves.

Conflicts are a normal and healthy part of life. It is important that we understand each other and resolve the issues in order to learn from them. There are techniques that can be used to work through a conflict successfully where everyone will benefit. A willingness to act in good faith and make an effort to understand the perspective of ALL participants is important. By honoring each participant’s point of view, we will be engaged in active change. Together we can move forward.   

The fundamental feature of an Indigenous worldview has always been that all life is a manifestation of spiritual reality. From a traditional an Indigenous perspective, we are all responsible for observing the requirements of natural and spiritual law. Correcting a problem or injustice was a concern of the whole community in order to restore balance in the community. 

With the guidance of Elders, our cultural and spiritual values through ceremonies and rituals are the priority to resolving internal conflicts.  Unfortunately, our values and priorities are not accepted by the state of Canada in violation of our rights and international law.  Our ceremonies are based on sharing, respect, honour and love that allows for a peaceful resolution of disputes.  These values can be used to prevent disputes.  Indigenous values should be implemented by the United Nations considering that the Charter of the United Nations contains similar principles.
The immediate implementation of the Declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples would ensure our rightful place in the circle of life.  The Working Group must send a clear message to its parent bodies that Indigenous Peoples will be active participants in the development, education and enforcement of our laws for our respective and interconnected nations.  Indigenous Peoples offer our values to the United Nations in finding solutions for conflict resolution. 
Thank you.
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