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Draft resolution submitted by the International Indian Treaty Council (IITC) 
----------

     The views expressed in this document are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of the OHCHR or the United Nations.

Resolution 2007/x
Expert Group on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 


The Human Rights Council,


Recalling  that the General Assembly, in its resolution 60/251, decided that the Council shall “assume, review, and where necessary, improve and rationalize all mandates, mechanisms, functions and responsibilities of the Commission on Human Rights in order to maintain a system of special procedures, expert advice and a complaint procedure”,    


Recognizing the important work undertaken by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and the Working Group on Indigenous Populations,


Reaffirming the need to more effectively promote and protect the rights of indigenous peoples and the important role to be played in that respect by all relevant mechanisms within the United Nations system,

1.
Decides to establish an Expert Group on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as a subsidiary body of the Council; 

2.
Decides that the Expert Group shall:

(a) review developments pertaining to the promotion and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples;

(b) review and identify best practices and obstacles in the implementation of existing human rights standards as they relate to indigenous peoples;

(c) undertake studies at the request of the Council;

(d) cooperate with other relevant mechanisms on the rights of indigenous peoples , including the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people and other relevant special procedures, the United Nations human rights treaty bodies, and the High Commissioner for Human Rights;
(e) make recommendations to the Council on the mainstreaming of the rights of indigenous peoples  in the work of the Council;

(f) perform other tasks assigned by the Council;

(g) report annually to the Council on its work;

3.
Decides further that the Expert Group shall be composed of five independent experts serving in their individual capacity appointed by the President of the Council on the basis of independence, impartiality, integrity, competence and expertise in the field of the rights of indigenous peoples, and taking into account the need for equitable geographic representation and gender balance, from among candidates nominated by indigenous organizations;

4.
Decides also that the members of the Expert Group shall be appointed for a term of three years, renewable once only, and that the terms of membership of the first members shall be staggered by drawing lots, with one member serving for one year, two members serving for two years, and two members serving for three years;

5.
Decides that the Expert Group shall meet annually for one session of five meeting days, that it may continue its work intersessionally through informal means, and that in exceptional circumstances it may meet for up to five additional days on an ad hoc basis with the prior approval of the Council; 

6.
Decides further that meetings of the Expert Group shall be open to observers on the same basis as the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues;

7.
Decides that the first appointments to the Expert Group shall be made as soon as possible so that its first session may take place before the end of the current year 2007 if possible;

8.
Decides also that the work and functioning of the Expert Group shall be reviewed by the Council after five years.
-----
