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Panellist Information 

Laura A Dickinson is the Oswald Symister Colclough Research Professor of Law at the George 

Washington University Law School. Her prizewinning book, Outsourcing War and Peace, maps out a 

new regulatory framework for private military and security contractors. Dickinson has served as a 

senior policy advisor to Harold Hongju Koh, Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human 

Rights and Labor. A graduate of Harvard College and Yale Law School, she was a law clerk to U.S. 

Supreme Court Justices Harry A. Blackmun and Stephen G. Breyer, and to Judge Dorothy Nelson of 

the 9
th
 U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. She is currently a Future of the War Fellow at the New America 

Foundation’s International Security Program and the Vice Chair of the American Society of 

International Law’s International Law and Technology Interest Group.    

 

Faustin Zacharie Ntoubandi was Assistant Professor of Law at the Justus-Liebig University of 

Giessen and senior researcher at the Franz von Liszt Institute of International Law (Giessen, 

Germany) between 2004 and 2012. He was Visiting Scholar at the University of Toronto (Canada) in 

2012-2013. He has also taught at a number of Universities, including the Université de Bretagne 

occidentale (Brest, France), the University of Wisconsin (Madison, USA), and UNICRI (Turin, Italy). 

He is presently an alumni fellow at the Munk School of Global Affairs, the University of Toronto. He 

has published extensively on various issues of international law, human rights and international 

humanitarian law. 

 

Ottavio Quirico is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Law at the University of New England, 

Australia. Prior to that, he was, inter alia, a Max Weber Fellow at the European University Institute, a 

Marie Curie Fellow at Université Panthéon-Assas, and a guest lecturer in the LLM in International 

Criminal Justice at UNICRI. 

Alice McGrath-Crégut is Programme Manager within Public Private Partnerships Division at the 

Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF). Alice is a lawyer and 

international adviser from Australia. Alice began her professional life as a criminal lawyer in settings 

across Australia and Oceania. Over the last 10 years, Alice has worked as an international advisor in 

human rights and international cooperation programming, and has been based in countries across 

Central Asia, the Pacific, the Middle East and North Africa. Alice is also a member of the Australian 

Civilian Corp, attached the Stabilization Branch of the Australian Foreign Affairs and Trade. Within 

this role, Alice has helped to develop civil/military post conflict reintegration planning models, with a 

focus on raising the profile of children’s rights in security sector reform programming. Alice holds 

degrees in Law and Arts (foreign languages) from Flinders University, South Australia and an  
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Executive Master of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law in Armed 

Conflicts from Geneva Academy for International Humanitarian Rights Law and Human Rights, 

Geneva, Switzerland.  

Nigel D. White is Professor of Public International Law at the University of Nottingham, formerly 

Professor of International Law at the University of Sheffield. He has held a full-time academic post 

since 1988 and a Chair since 2000. He is currently Head of the School of Law at Nottingham. In 

addition to publishing over sixty articles and essays he is a co-author and author of eleven books. He 

is a recognised international expert on collective security, different forms of security, the United 

Nations, peacekeeping and peacebuilding, terrorism and counter-terrorism, arms control, regional 

security including EU security and defence. He is sole author of Keeping the Peace (2
nd

 ed., 1997), 

The UN System: Toward International Justice (2002), The Law of International Organisations (2nd 

ed., 2005), Democracy Goes to War: British Military Deployments under International Law (2009), 

Advanced Introduction to Conflict and Security Law (2014) and The Cuban Embargo Under 

International Law (2014). He has recently co-authored Collective Security: Law Theory and Practice 

(Cambridge University Press, 2013) with Nicholas Tsagourias. He is currently editing a book on 

International Law and Security a collaborative work based in the newly founded Nottingham 

International Law and Security Centre (NILSC), of which he is co-director. He is co-editor of the 

Journal of Conflict and Security Law published by Oxford University Press and in its 20th year. In 

recent years, he has twice given written and oral evidence to the UK House of Commons 

Constitutional Affairs Committee (on war powers). He has also given oral and written evidence to the 

UK House of Commons Defence Committee on the application of human rights law to the armed 

force, to the Foreign Affairs Committee (on the legal consequences of Scottish independence, and on 

the regulation of private military contractors), the All Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Terrorism (on 

international legal responses to terrorism), and has made a written submission to the Iraq Inquiry (on 

the legality of the UK’s use of force in 2003). He was involved in the EU FP7-funded PRIVWAR 

project that resulted in a number of publications and presentations to EU institutions. His most recent 

publications on the issue of PMSCs are ‘Due Diligence Obligations of Conduct: Developing a 

Responsibility Regime for PMSCs’ in (2012) 31(3) Criminal Justice Ethics, 233-261; ‘Peacekeeping, 

Private Security and International Human Rights Law: A Review of UN Policies’ in (2014) 16(4) 

International Community Law Review 443-460. 

Antoine Perret holds an LLM and  a PhD in Law from the European University Institute (Florence), 

an MA in International Affairs from the Universidad Externado de Colombia (Bogotá) in 

collaboration with Sciences Po (Paris) and Columbia University (New York), and a Licence in 

International Relations from the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies 

(Geneva). He was a lecturer and researcher at Universidad Externado de Colombia (Bogotá); research 

fellow at the Center for Latin American and Latino Studies at American University (Washington, 

DC); and will be a visiting scholar at the Human Rights Institute, Columbia Law School (New York) 

starting in January 2016.  Antoine's PhD dissertation was on the role of the Inter-American System of 

Human Rights in facing the challenges posed by private military and security companies (PMSCs) in  
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Latin America. Through his work on PMSCs he has collaborated with the Geneva Center for 

Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF), the UN Working Group on Mercenaries, and the UN 

Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development (UNLIREC).  

Hin Yan Liu is Associate Professor at the Centre for International Law, Conflict and Crisis, Faculty 

of Law, University of Copenhagen. He was previously a Max Weber Fellow and then a Research 

Fellow at the European University Institute, and has held academic positions at New York University 

in Florence, King’s College London and the University of Westminster. He is the author of Law’s 

Impunity: Responsibility and the Modern Private Military Company (Hart Publishing, 2015). In the 

context of the abysmal record of human rights violations perpetrated by the modern PMSC and the 

shocking absence of accountability in the aftermath of atrocity, Law’s Impunity demonstrates how the 

law organises, rather than overcomes, impunity. His other work on PMSCs has also appeared in the 

Journal of Conflict and Security Law. 

Paul Gibson DSO MBE Director of Security in Complex Environments Group Paul Gibson has been 

Director of SCEG since 2012. He feels passionately about the vital work being undertaken by SCEG 

in partnership with the UK Government to develop and implement regulation for the UK Private 

Security Sector operating abroad. He has been actively engaged in the development of robust 

international standards and the related accredited certification process. He has contributed to the 

development of the International Code of Conduct for Private Security Service Providers Association 

(ICoCA). His military career culminated as Director Counter Terrorism and UK operations, where he 

was responsible for global threat evaluation and UK contingency operations and crisis management. 

He enjoyed a distinguished military career including command of an armoured brigade in Iraq and a 

parachute battalion on 3 high profile operations including Kosovo and Sierra Leone. He was awarded 

the Distinguished Service Order and Queen’s Commendation for Valuable Service whilst in command 

and an MBE for his work on counter terrorism. Throughout his military career he had extensive 

experience of working alongside UN agencies and other NGOs and private security companies. The 

British Army deservedly has a reputation for ensuring that its soldiers operate professionally, within 

the rule of law and that their actions are proportionate and appropriate - critically they are accountable 

for their actions and will face sanction if they fall short of the high standards required. Paul Gibson as 

Director SCEG is working to ensure that these same standards and levels of accountability are 

adopted by private security companies. He is a graduate of the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, 

the Australian Command and Staff Course, the United States Army War College, the Higher 

Command and Staff Course and the Royal College of Defence Studies. 

 

 


