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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

My name is Jorge Bernal and I am a Rroma from Argentina, and I represent the Association Identidad Cultural Romani which is federated to SKOKRA a Romani Association of the Americas, which I am also representing here.

We the Rroma are a people spread out all over the world. We suffered as slaves in Rumania for five centuries, the Nazi Holocaust during the 2nd world war, discrimination and rejection by the others throughout all our history. In the 90s, we suffered from ethnic cleansing in many parts of ex-Yugoslavia and nowadays we are facing increasing discrimination in Eastern Europe, for example, many members of our people have been recently tortured at the hands of the police in many cities of Macedonia1. 

But, what is not so well-known and it is important to mention here, is that the Rroma people also live all over the Americas. First, during the period of the conquest, our people were deported to the former Spanish and Portuguese colonies, but, at the end of the XIXth century many of the Rroma people started voluntarily to emigrate to the American Continent, mostly as a means of escaping from wars, persecution and poverty, and this is something that never has stopped. As an example I could mention to you, Mr. Chairman, the recent arrival of Serbian, Bosnian, Rumanian and Czech Rroma refugees. In Argentina there are 300 families of Rumanian Rroma refugees.

In the last 15 years many Rroma organisations have flourished in many countries of the Americas, to fight for the recognition of our People.

The American continent as a whole has a Rroma population calculated at 4.500.000 people. Some of these figures show us that in Argentina there are 300.000 Rroma residents, the Rroma in Brazil reach 1.000.000 persons, there are 1.000.000 in the United States, Chile has 20.000, according to the data of UNESCO, and the research done for our own organisations among others. But, we are not recognised or mentioned by any of the national and international documents or laws. Only in Colombia we have been recently recognised as a national minority. Colombia has 8.000 Rroma individuals living in the country. But  their life is also affected by the guerrillas and the drug dealers who even are racketeering and threatening many Romani families and groups, despite the fact that our people are neutral in the conflict.

So, I could say that we are an invisible people in all the American countries. 

Regarding my country, Argentina, we are not recognised at national level and the international community has failed to address this issue, for example, we have not been mentioned in the Concluding Observations of the Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights in 1999 not in the Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee in 2000. However, the opening of the institute anti-discrimination (INADI) is a positive step.

Although we are not suffering the same discrimination as the Rroma in most of the European countries, we suffer a destructive hidden discrimination. For example, discrimination by the teachers and companions at school, at work, by the media, and in other social interactions in most of the countries of the region. Examples of this would be a Rroma family going to a restaurant and being informed that the restaurant has all the tables reserved, or a Rroma family attempting to rent a house with the same results, a kind response, in same cases, - “excuse me, but the house has already been rented”, a negative answer, just for the fact of being Rroma. 

To address the above mentioned issues, I recommend the following to the Working Group on Minorities: 

1. To recommend to the States of the Americas the formal recognition of our people in the region as it was done before by all the European States. 

2. To encourage American States to implement the Articles 2.1 and 2.2 of the ICERD (International Convention on the Elimination of all forms of  Racial Discrimination) which obliges them to eliminate discrimination and promote understanding in domestic laws. 

3. To effective promote and implement the Declaration on the Rights of  Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Linguistic and Religious Minorities. United Nations, in particular, Articles 1.1 and 4.1.   

.

I also recommend that the Working Group on Minorities recommends to the United Nations either the creation of an International Permanent Forum on Rroma Issues or an International Working Group on the Rights of the Rroma People with effective participation by Rroma individuals from all the continents under the UN. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

1 ERRC, http://web.amnesty.org/library/engindex 











