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Fundamental Rights of Older Persons

Background

A. Input to OHCHR consultation on the rights of older persons:

2. Information on constitutions or legislation explicitly forbidding discrimination on the basis of old age, and on the existence of specific bodies which protect against age discrimination or are mandated to protect and promote the rights of older persons.

Under European Union (EU) non-discrimination law, Member States are required to set up Equality Bodies. The Equality Bodies are legally required to promote equality and combat discrimination in relation to one, some, or all of the grounds of discrimination covered by EU law, including age, but also other protected traits such as gender, race and ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion or belief and disability. 

The EU Fundamental Rights Agency Annual Report 2011 provides an overview of the mandates of equality bodies in EU-27 as well as in Croatia. Table 5.1 on page 126 indicates if the mandate of an equality body covers age discrimination in employment as well as outside the area of employment (e.g.: in education, housing, access to goods and services). For more information, please see: http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf
An updated version of the report covering the EU fundamental rights situation in 2012 will be published in June 2013. 
3.  Information on specific national legislation, national policies, strategies and plans of action adopted to ensure the equal enjoyment of rights by older persons, particularly in the areas of prevention and protection against violence and abuse, social protection, food and housing, employment, legal capacity, access to justice, health support, long-term and palliative care.

· European Year 2012 for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations 
2012 was the European Year for Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations (EY2012). The European Year 2012 sought to raise awareness of the issue and to promote active ageing in three areas: employment, independent living and participation in society. 
Several Member States used the political momentum created by the EY2012 for launching important policy initiatives. The following outcomes could be highlighted:

· Spain adopted a White Paper on Active Ageing

· Austria presented a Federal Plan for Senior Citizens 

· Ireland has decided that every local authority area in Ireland will have its own Age-Friendly County Programme by the end of 2013.

· Poland adopted in August a Government Programme for Senior Citizens Social Activity” for the years 2012-2013. 

· Guiding Principles on Active Ageing

In December 2012, the EPSCO council endorsed the guiding principles on active ageing and solidarity between generations, which were annexed to the declaration on the EY2012.

These comprehensive principles should serve as a checklist for national authorities and other stakeholders on what needs to be done to promote active ageing in the areas of employment, participation and independent living, highlighting also the importance of combatting discrimination and protection of fundamental rights of older people.

· Active Ageing Index (AAI)
The Active Ageing Index (AAI) is a new analytical tool that aims to help policy makers develop policies for active and healthy ageing. Its aim is to point to the untapped potential of older people for more active participation in employment, in social life and for independent living. As such, the tool should aid policy development on active ageing, including monitoring progress in implementation of the UN's Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing. 
The AAI was developed in 2012 by the European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research in Vienna (ECV) in close collaboration with, and advice from, the European Commission's Directorate General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 

For more information about the index, the first results and the planned follow up, please see:  http://www1.unece.org/stat/platform/display/AAI/Active+Ageing+Index+Home   

· Further resources:
Further reference information can be found in the following publications:

· The EU Contribution to Active Ageing and Solidarity between Generations  (09/08/2012), available at: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=6920&type=2&furtherPubs=yes 

· Demography, active ageing and pensions - Social Europe guide - Volume 3  (21/06/2012), available at: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=738&langId=en&pubId=6805&type=2&furtherPubs=yes 
· Active Ageing and solidarity between generations – a statistical portrait of the EU in 2012, available at http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-EP-11-001/EN/KS-EP-11-001-EN.PDF 

In addition, EU-wide, comparative information on social protection systems, health and long-term care at the EU-level can be found in the following resources:
· Mutual Information System on Social Protection (MISSOC), available at: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=815&langId=en 

· Analytical Support on the Socio-Economic Impact of Social Protection reforms (ASISP) network country reports, available at: http://www.socialprotection.eu/ 
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