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I am glad to welcome all of you here today to this Side Event on “the 

human rights of older person – best practices in the implementation of 

existing law”.  

First of all, I would like to thank all our partners, and in particular OHCHR 

for all their efforts in co-organizing this event with us. I would also like to 

thank the Permanent Missions of Slovenia and Argentina who are co-

sponsors of this event as well as the NGO Committee of Ageing Geneva. 

We are very glad to have such committed partners. 

Around 700 million people, or 10 per cent of the world’s population, are 

currently over the age of 60. It is estimated that by 2050, the numbers 

will have doubled. In Austria, it is almost 20% of the population that is 

currently 65 years of age or above. There will also be a significant 

increase in Austria of the very old, those aged 80 years and more, from 

around 400.000 now to almost a million in 2050. Population ageing 

therefore is one of the most significant transformations of the coming 

decades. For the first time in history, there will be a point where there is a 

higher number of older persons in the world than children. 

Given these developments, it is important that the Human Rights Council 

is addressing the human rights challenges faced by older persons. This is 

still a relatively new topic for the Council. It was only in 2013 that the 

resolution creating the mandate of the Independent Expert on the 

enjoyment of all human rights by older persons was passed. Therefore, 



we are very glad to have you, Ms. Rosa Kornfeld-Matte as the first 

mandate holder with us here today. In fact, the idea to this side event 

goes back to your country visit to Austria at the beginning of this year, 

where you met with various Ministries, civil society organizations as well 

as old age and nursing homes to get a full picture of the situation in 

Austria. 

With today’s event we seek to provide a better understanding of the 

challenges faced by States in the implementation of existing law and to 

share best practices and to share new developments and trends. There 

will also be three panelists from Austria who will present their 

experiences and best practices in ensuring the human rights of older 

persons. Hopefully, we will come up with concrete recommendations, 

which will contribute to better prepare us to deal with the challenges of 

the forthcoming demographic changes.  

Austria was already co-sponsoring the side event during the last Council 

session in June on the topic of violence against older women. I am 

strongly convinced that also after today’s side event and the interactive 

dialogue tomorrow with the Independent Expert, we here in the Human 

Rights Council should continue to address this topic. Austria is definitely 

very much willing to do so and stay engaged on the issue.  

 

Thank you. 


