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Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear friends, 

 

I am very pleased to be with you here today. As part of my mandate, I am requested by the 

Human Rights Council to identify best practices in the implementation of existing law related 

to the promotion and protection of the rights of older persons.  

This exchange of views comes at a time, when I will embark on the preparation of my 

comprehensive report, which I will need to submit to the Council in a year from now. I wish 

to express my sincere gratitude to the Republic of Austria and the Office of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights for organizing this important event. It is indeed very timely. 

I would also like to thank Austria for its generous support and for having made this event 

accessible for persons with disabilities.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Ageing is one of the greatest challenges of our times. For the first time in history, humankind 

will reach a point at which there are fewer children than older persons in the world. Currently, 

there are approximately 700 million people, or 10 per cent of the world’s population, over the 

age of 60. By 2050, these numbers will have doubled.  

While ageing is often seen as a problem of the industrialized world, this demographic 

transformation touches all regions, without exceptions: 

• The fastest increase in the number of older persons will take place in Africa. It is 

projected that by 2050 215 million persons will be 60 or older. This is almost a 

fourfold increase from current figures. 

• While the population of Western Asia remains young, the region is also ageing fast. 

The population aged 60 or older is projected to more than quadruple in the next 40 

years. It will reach 69 million in 2050. 



• The Asia-Pacific region was home to 59 per cent of the world’s elderly population in 

2010. It is estimated that the number of older persons in this region will triple in the 

next 40 years. 

• Similar trends are found in Latin America and the Caribbean. The proportion of 

persons aged 60 and over will more than double between 2010 and 2050, from 10 to 

25 per cent. It will reach 188 million persons. 

• Europe has the oldest population of all regions and will continue to do so. By 2050 the 

percentage of older persons is projected to rise to 34 per cent.  

Ageing is a global phenomenon really, and countries worldwide face challenges in ensuring 

the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons. At the same time, I firmly believe that all 

countries have something to offer and that we can learn from their experience and from the 

different solutions they found in addressing these challenges. I very much look forward to 

today’s exchange.  

 

Distinguished participants, 

In discharging my mandate I have adopted a comprehensive approach to ageing. Ensuring the 

enjoyment of all human rights by older persons cuts across all spheres of life. Ageism, legal 

capacity and equal recognition before the law, access to justice, autonomy, care, poverty, 

housing, social security, accessibility, life long learning, abuse and maltreatment - these are 

just some of the areas that are part of my analysis.  

In addition, I was asked to pay particular attention to older women, persons with disabilities, 

persons of African descent, individuals belonging to indigenous peoples, persons belonging to 

national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, rural persons, persons living on the 

streets, and refugees, among other groups. 

Another layer of complexity is added by the extreme heterogeneity of this segment of the 

population. Older persons are often perceived as a group of persons sharing similar 

characteristics. However, this age group is the most heterogeneous of all. Many older persons 

may be in good health and may be able to live independently or autonomously throughout 

their lives. Others are becoming increasingly dependent on help in old age for a variety of 



reasons – the gradual loss of mobility, impairment, or illness. They may require varying 

degrees of assistance and care.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I am often asked what a best practice is and why this can be useful. A best practice may be a 

particular method, a whole program or a specific intervention. What is essential is that it is 

measurable and replicable. It may of course require some adjustments to a country’s 

specificities. I intend not only to look at best or good practices, but will also take into account 

promising practices. Not all practices may have been tested or in existence for very long, but 

as they seem to work and have a serious potential, they may be worth investigating. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Before I close, let me share with you that I intend to shortly send out a questionnaire seeking 

your inputs to identify best practices and gaps in the implementation of existing law. The 

questionnaire will be widely disseminated to States, to relevant regional human rights 

mechanisms, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations and also to 

academic institutions. I kindly urge you to provide me with your input.  

The information collected through the questionnaires will hopefully complement and 

corroborate my findings from my country visits and other activities. This side event inscribes 

into these efforts and is an important occasion to hear from your experience. I very much look 

forward to this exchange.  

I thank you for your attention. 

*** 


