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______________________________________

Ad II: Rationale for the development of guiding principles on human rights and 
extreme poverty 

· Based on the report of the independent expert (HRC/15/41), what would be the added value of guiding principles on human rights and extreme poverty?
The Commissioner for Human Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan considers that the guiding principles would serve as a useful tool for people living in extreme poverty to be acquainted with their rights and to protect them. International recognition of these principles as well as development of international cooperation in this area implied by the guiding principles will let poverty-stricken population, especially poor women and children, older persons, the most vulnerable groups, to feel more confident in the society. Another and one of the basic added value elements of the guiding principles is special emphasis on non-discrimination towards persons living in extreme poverty. The attitudes of the society are very important for development of any person, particularly marginalized ones. Once the guiding principles are implemented and existing discrimination is eliminated, the poor will be integrated into society and equally treated in every sphere. Generally, the principles can give effective impetus for states to design, to carry out programmes, and to provide budget allocations on fighting against poverty. 
Ad III: Conceptual framework 

· Considering that the majority of those living in extreme poverty are children, should the guiding principles have a dedicated section on this specific group or should this issue be cutting across the text? (paragraph 19 of the report); and what about other specific groups? 
The Commissioner considers that the guiding principles should include separate section on children living in extreme poverty. Children are the future of every state, and healthy as well as well-educated children are assets in nation as well as world building and development. If adults may have some abilities, knowledge and skills to find the way out of difficult poverty conditions, poor children, especially the youngest ones or orphans, have no or limited such capacity. Besides, in comparison with adults, children living in poverty have weaker immune system and are vulnerable to diseases, including infectious deceases, what explains the higher rate of child mortality. Special attention paid to improvement of poor children’s situation at least with regard to education, health and nutrition will be beneficial for future of every country and the world at a whole. The guiding principles should orientate to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and include special section on children living in poverty. 

At the same time, separate section may be dedicated to the provision of rights of persons with disabilities living in extreme poverty. This group is deprived from two sides: they are disabled and very poor simultaneously.  They have diminished mobility, low employment opportunities and are more socially isolated. That is why these people require special attention and target programs. 
Ad IV: Overview of the main underlying and reinforcing deprivations faced by persons living in extreme poverty 

· Would you identify other underlying and reinforcing deprivations and obstacles faced by persons in extreme poverty, in addition to the ones included in this section of the report?  
The existence of poverty leads to increase of crime level. It happens because poverty-stricken people facing with the fact that they can not find well-paid job and do not receive proper help from government start searching for other ways to earn money. Finding themselves in vulnerable position, they become urged to rob, steal, break into houses, kidnap, and use other illegal ways to get money for providing themselves and their families.

Also, because of the poverty the rate of prostitution enlarges. It is clear that faced with extreme financial difficulties one can take desperate steps. Thus, women getting into strained circumstances use their last property – their body for supplying their children’s and other dearest ones’ lives. Helpless women decide to take these steps as they understand that by selling their labor they will not gain appropriate amount of money than by trading with themselves. Extension of prostitutes can be the reason for spread of STIs:  HIV/AIDS, drug abuse and dissipation.

Furthermore, extreme poverty conditions lead to decline of number of educated people. The reason is that in poverty-stricken families everyone thinks only about earning money not about education or other important concerns. Within these groups kids upon reaching their conscious age start helping their parents instead of studying. At the time when they should be at school these children sell something in the streets or become engaged in similar activities. Consequently, leading such life they do not think about their education and ruin their future. It means that soon or late, in the community the interlayer of demoralized people will appear. Growing up in complicated conditions, these children lose their hopes, beliefs, and, what is important, moral values. They turn into disadvantaged individuals who do not believe in good and do not think about consequences of their actions.

Section 1: Overarching human rights principles  
· Is the list of human rights principles in this section (headings A to G) sufficiently comprehensive or should any other principles be included in the guiding principles on extreme poverty and human rights? 
 As a result of the state policy and programmes conducted in Azerbaijan poverty rate was decreased from 46.5 percent to 9.1 percent.
The Commissioner considers that the list of human rights principles in this section (headings A to G) is sufficiently comprehensive and do not need to be complemented. Complex realization of all of these principles will lead to the creation of the stable basis for addressing and improving the situation of people living extreme poverty.
· Are there any important aspects or issues missing in the recommendations in bold proposed under each of the overarching human rights principles in this section of the report?  

The paragraph D should include the following additional recommendations:

· Recommend the implementation of awareness-raising activities on women’s rights, CEDAW provisions and on the protection instrument provided by the Optional Protocol to this Convention among women as well as communities living in extreme poverty; 

· Recommend the states to inculcate gender budgeting and child friendly budget into the state policy and budget for creating equal opportunities for women and men as well as improving financial state of women;
· Lobbying the establishment of complaint mechanism regarding the child rights that enables to apply to the UN CRC Committee
Section 2: Overarching policy guidelines  

· Is the list of ‘overarching policy guidelines’ in this section (headings H to K) sufficiently comprehensive or should any other overarching policy guidelines be included in the guiding principles?  

· Are there any important aspects or issues missing in the recommendations on bold proposed under each of the overarching policy guidelines in this section of the report?

Poverty Reduction of Strategy and Policy (PRSP) is successfully implemented in Azerbaijan.

The list of ‘overarching policy guidelines’ in this section (headings H to K) is sufficiently comprehensive. However, it would be recommended to attract and involve people living in extreme poverty to the implementation of state programmes and policies aimed at improvement of their situation. 
Section 3: Specific rights-based obligations 

· Is the list of rights identified in this section sufficiently comprehensive (headings L to W) or any other human rights should be also reflected in the guiding principles? 
In addition to the list of rights proposed, the Commissioner would recommend to include separate paragraph on the rights of the children living in extreme poverty. As it was explained above, children require special attention and are more vulnerable than adults. Due to poverty, the problem of street children as well as of early marriages arises. Majority of these children become engaged to labour from their early ages and have no opportunity to enjoy their rights.
· Are there any important aspects or issues missing in the recommendations on bold proposed under each of the specific rights-based obligations in this section of the report?

Once a separate section on child rights is added, the guiding principles should recommend designing and implementation of specific programmes with involvement of state and non-state actors as well as these children themselves. Besides provision of equal educational opportunities, the principles should recommend special enlightenment activities on child rights as well as establishment of centers for working with street children. Monitoring of joint coordinated National Action Plans (NAP) should be implemented with participation and inclusiveness of all strata of population.
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