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Draft guiding principles on extreme poverty and human rights – Swedish comments
In response to the note from OHCHR dated 18 March 2011 and the attached questionnaire, Sweden is pleased to provide the following comments on the draft guiding principles of human rights and extreme poverty:
- As an overarching comment, Sweden believes that there can be a need for guiding principles, but they would  need to focus on the mutual advantages for integrating poverty issues and human rights issues. The emphasis should be on highlighting how increased respect for human rights can be of benefit for individuals living in extreme poverty, i.e. how promotion, protection and fulfillment of human rights could be used as a method to fight poverty, and not so much what fighting poverty can do for human rights promotion. 
- Sweden welcomes the broad definition of poverty used in the report (i.e. the elaborated version on income poverty, human development poverty and social exclusion). A lack of legal rights protection and lack of access to effective remedy in the case of human rights violations are other aspects relevant to the definition and subjective perception of poverty.
- Ad II: Para 11: It is important to remember that a human rights approach to allieviating poverty does not empower people living in poverty  – they empower themselves through negotiation, contestation, demanding space and recognition. The state has an obligation to respect, fulfil and protect human rights, but it is the indivduals themselves who claim and realise their human rights. The added value of guiding principles on human rights and extreme poverty lies in that poverty alleviation is seen as the realisation of rights and that individuals living in extreme poverty get recognition for their daily struggle to claim their rights. The other added value component (not distinct per definition) is of course that a rights-based approach is active, ie requires active engagement of the agent him/herself and renders needs-based approaches redundant. Structural and lasting social change is more likely as a result.

Ad III: If truly cross-cutting the rights of children can be addressed as a cross-cutting issue in the guiding principles. Since the theme is on extreme poverty there should be a mention of persons with disabilities. It is always sensitive to highlight a particular so called vulnerable group, but statistics show clearly that persons with disabilities are among the poorest.

Ad IV: Text reads well, and it is good that social exclusion and discrimination are clearly highlighted. Focus on dignity as stated in point 40 is welcome. Should also mention “equality” (see art 1 of the UDHR). However, Sweden believes that a gender dimension is missing. The fact that women are often prevented from improving their life situations (income poverty and participation in decision making) as they are responsible for domestic chores, the care of children and the elderly could be more clearly emphasised. These reproductive and productive obligations need to appreciated on the one hand, on the other hand the unequal gender-distribution of these tasks needs to be recognised as obstacles for women’s economic empowerment. A recognition that both men and women need to take responsibility for caring for their children and their elderly relatives, as well as affordable child care and child benefits, would enable women to better claim their rights in public life as well as in the domestic sphere.

Section 1: Under part D, women’s responsibilities in the care economy need to be mentioned and recognised. Realisation of other rights depends on this recognition (most clearly so equal access to the labour market, but also the other measures mentioned). See above. 
Sweden welcomes that the agency and autonomy of people are recognised under this section.
Section 2: references to the Decent work agenda (ILO, and others), to the UN Global Compact principles, SRSG Ruggies work and to CSR-work conducted within the corporate sector would be welcome.
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