NGO Sub-Committee for the Eradication of Poverty


                                                                                                                                                July 25, 2012

Dear Friends, 
The Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights Ms. Magdalena Sepúlveda Carmona is preparing a report for the Human Rights Council for June 2013.  The theme of the report is ‘The human rights approach to participation of persons living in poverty in decisions that affect their lives.’  The Special Rapporteur invites States, United Nations departments and agencies, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations, individuals living in poverty and social exclusion and other relevant stakeholders to send contributions to the report.  More information can be had at the website:   http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Poverty/Pages/ParticipationOfPersonsLivingInPoverty.aspx 
A Concept Paper is attached with a fuller explanation and time line for response.

Are you working with groups of girls, children, women, older persons, indigenous communities or other communities living in poverty?  Why not hold discussion groups around meaningful participation - obstacles to participation and how participation can be achieved?   Write up the results of the discussion. 

The members of the New York based NGO Sub-committee for the Eradication of Poverty at the United Nations are inviting anyone interested in contributing to the report to do so by answering the following questions. We will collate the responses and submit to the Special Rapporteur. Your name along with the name of your organization will be included in the list of the respondents.   
Please submit your responses to Mary Mayer mjmayer_128@hotmail.com with a copy to Winifred Doherty winifreddohertyrgs@gmail.com   and a copy to Marlette Black too for our IPA records for use of the resources ipanetworker@pbvm.org.au 
Deadline for submission of responses is October 31st, 2012.

Thanking you,

_______________________________________
Mary Mayer and Winifred Doherty 

(on behalf of the Sub-Committee for the Eradication of Poverty) 
Questionnaire

Name of Person making the submission    Lucy van Kessel
Name of the Organization                           Presentation Sisters WA
Country                                                            Australia
E-mail Address                                                lucy@preswa.com.au
Is this a personal response?    Yes            Or a group response?            


 Number of persons in the group   
           Male   
Female   X
Category:    Children                 Youth                              Adults                        Older Persons

                                                 (15 – 29 yrs.)
QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED.   Please be concise in your responses.

1)   In what ways, if any, do people living in poverty participate in decision-making in your program?
Ruah Inreach works with people with serious mental illness living in the community and requiring psychosocial support. 
Clients are employed as peer support workers in Ruah local teams.

All client work is client led: goal setting, pace of work, beginning and conclusion, attendance at case conferences with doctors and others, degree of participation, input to six monthly review of client work.

Clients are consulted about group activities and encouraged to facilitate them. 

2)   What good practice do you have in place that facilitates people living in poverty to participate?  
The core to good practice is workers live the values of Ruah; integrity, grassroots, creativity, partnership and respect, and seek to assist clients to improve the quality of their lives. 

Client strengths based approach and practice so clients are respected, encouraged to take responsibility, to self-advocate, build self-esteem and confidence and move to recovery.

Regular client service reviews, annual worker appraisal, fortnightly supervision of workers. 
3)  What are the obstacles that people living in poverty face in their ability to meaningfully and effectively participate in decisions that affect their lives (e.g., unaffordable transportation costs, poor health)

Ongoing severe mental illness; hopelessness; lack of affordable accommodation; community discrimination and prejudice; poor physical health; lack of social support; community fear and lack of acceptance. 
4)  What ideas do you have about how to increase the participation of people living in poverty?   

Ongoing community education re mental health and poverty; provision of more grassroots service to those living with mental illness and living in poverty; more affordable housing; education of employers to lead to accepting more people with mental illness in the workforce. 
5)  What key principles guide your work on participation?
Respect for the individual;

Recognition of the experience and value of people living with mental illness; 

Willingness to consult and use ideas of people living with mental illness;
Actively seeking opportunities to assist people living with mental illness;
6)   How do you help empower people living in poverty to approach local/regional or national governments to represent their own issues?
Doing advocacy training with them; having workers assist clients to self-advocate; doing WRAP training (Wellness Recovery Action Plan) and encouraging clients to use it: support and encourage clients to sit on government client consultation panels.
7)  Does any level of your government invite people living in poverty to have a place/seat at the decision-making table? Please describe.
Yes: state government seeks to have consumer representatives on most boards or other groups to do with mental illness e.g. advisory committees, review board for mental health and often consults when issues arise.
Federal government has set up mental health council with client representation, has consumers on boards and advisory councils to do with mental health. 

Mental health consumers, some living in poverty, are consulted on many issues and are often quite vocal.
Thank you.
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