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I would like to highlight four broad, and a few more particular, reasons for why a Declaration is needed.

First, the human rights situation of people of African descent calls for a commitment by the UN and the international community beyond the International Decade for People of African Descent. Even if not much may come of the Decade at the state-levels—a Declaration together with a Forum could serve to continue and further institutionalize the commitment by the UN of the equality of dignity and rights of people of African descent; similarly to how the rights of indigenous people have been institutionalized by a Declaration, an Expert Mechanism, a Special Rapporteur and a Permanent Forum. In this sense, a Declaration could serve to clearly outline the sort of human rights standards, remedies and special measures that are needed, and in which areas, for “recognition, justice and development” for people of African descent    

Second, the international human rights situation of people of African descent represents a long-standing injustice that has been allowed to perpetuate without ever being rectified as the injustice that it is. This represents a long-standing rift in the human rights tradition between its declarations of equal dignity, rights and justice and a failure to consistently apply such principles to people of African descent. A Declaration is needed as a step towards healing this rift and the injustices that people of African descent have been and continue to be subjected to. 

A third and related reason is that a Declaration may serve to strengthen the integrity of the universal human rights regime, affirm and develop its commitment to equality of dignity and rights and non-discrimination. As the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action stresses, equality and non-discrimination—as expressed by articles 1 and 2 of the Universal Declaration—are fundamental principles of universal human rights. It is not without reason that “race” is the first mentioned ground of discrimination in Article 2 of the Universal Declaration—as the egregious threat it is to our common humanity and rights. Arguably, Africans and people of African descent remain most clearly and extensively subjected to racial discrimination. A human rights situation that—despite existing instruments and mechanisms—is waiting to be rectified by Member States. In times of great uncertainty around the international commitment to human rights and the need for increased global cooperation around, for example, Sustainable Development Goal 10 of increasing equality within and between states—a Declaration may serve to reaffirm principles of equality and non-discrimination and reignite conversations about how to develop, deepen and expand our respect for them.      
This leads to a fourth broad reason why a Declaration is needed—namely, that there are several areas in which existing universal human rights instruments offer insufficient protection or promotion of the rights of Africans and/or people of African descent. That said, here are a few examples of how a Declaration could introduce expanded human rights protection and promotion:

(a) The right of people of African descent to be recognized as a collective with collective rights—including the right to special measures in general and in particular the specific measures outlined in a Declaration. Although the ICERD calls on states to take special measures for the purpose of guaranteeing certain racial groups full and equal enjoyment of human rights and CERD General Recommendation 34 calls on states to promote and protect a list of specific rights for people of African descent—there are no human rights provisions for the right of people of African descent to be recognized as a collective with collective rights—including the right to special measures;

(b) The right of majority African descendant states in the Caribbean (and perhaps African states too) to special measures for the protection and promotion of their rights as states, and the human rights of their subjects, in international and transnational affairs—including the right to equality, self-determination and sovereignty in international organizations and agreements to which they are party. Such a right would be in line with Sustainable Development Goal 10.6, which calls for

enhanced representation and voice for developing countries in decision-making in global international economic and financial institutions in order to deliver more effective, credible, accountable and legitimate institutions 
Although it is fair to say, as the DDPA recognizes, that the structural racial discrimination facing Africans and people of African descent has national and international dimensions—there currently exists no such rights for African and African descendant majority states. Overall, a structural limitation of the ICERD and other universal human rights conventions is that they are limited to how states treat their own members and fail to protect human rights in international and transnational affairs. A Declaration on the human rights of Africans and people of African descent—in line with the language of the DDPA—could break new ground towards remedying this. 
(c) Expand the right of individuals to effective protection and remedies against acts of racial discrimination to include African descendant groups within states and African descendant majority states in the Caribbean. According to Article 6 of the ICERD, individuals have the right to 
effective protection and remedies, through the competent national tribunals and other State institutions, against any acts of racial discrimination which violate his human rights and fundamental freedoms.
A Declaration could expand this right to African descendant groups and African descendant majority states—including, for example, a new International Tribunal dedicated to the right of African descendant majority states to seek remedies for historical and continuing injustices or by ensuring that the International Court of Justice has adequate resources to fully support such a right.          

A Declaration with such rights could serve as a historic step towards rectifying the sort of national and international structural injustices that the ICERD and the DDPA point out—but fail to adequately protect against. It could, thereby, serve to finally include people of African descent in the circle of human rights on equal terms.       
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