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Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action     
The Integovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (IGWG) in its decision 1 (d), adopted at its first session on 31 January 2003, decided that “all non-governmental organizations interested in the processes of the World Conference for the first time and keen to participate in the future sessions of the (IGWG) should submit applications to the Secretariat to this effect, in accordance with criteria set out in Council resolutions 1996/31 of 25 July 1996". The IGWG also decided that all non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council, non-governmental organizations not in consultative status, but accredited to participate in the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance pursuant to Council resolution 1996/31, and those indigenous organizations that have been accredited under Council resolution 1995/32 are allowed to participate in all the future sessions of the Working Group.
Furthermore, the IGWG decided that the Secretariat is to post on the web site of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights the procedures for applying to participate in the sessions of the IGWG.  Applications from “new” non-governmental organizations have to be received as soon as possible. Applications from “new” non-governmental organizations have to be received at least 120 days prior to the beginning of the sessions of the Working Group. Applications from “new non-governmental organizations” should provide the following information:

 (a) What is the purpose of your organization?

.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
................................................................................................................................................... .................. .................. .................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
(b) What are the activities and programmes of your organization that relate to the IGWG and what is the country or countries in which the activities take place?  If you wish for your organization to be accredited, you need to confirm your interest in the goals and objectives of the IGWG. 
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
(c) What are the main activities of your organization, at the national, regional, and international level?

.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
(d) Please describe the membership of your organization indicating the total number of members, the names of organizations that are members of your organization and their geographical distribution.

.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
.................................................................................................................................................. .................. .................. ..................
(e) Please provide us with the following documentation:

i) The constitution, and/or by‑laws of your organization;

ii) A copy of your most recent report or other reports of the organization with financial statements and a list of financial sources and contributions, including contributions from Governments;

iii) A list of the members of the governing body of your organization and their countries of nationality.

All the new applications will be submitted to the secretariat of the IGWG.  The Secretariat will review the file and ensure that it is complete. Regional Coordinators will be informed about these proceedings.  Once the file is complete according to the criteria enumerated in Council resolutions 1996/31, the Secretariat will circulate the names and addresses of the non-governmental organizations to all Member States.  Any State that wishes to do so may consult the entire application file of the non‑governmental organization.  If no Member State makes an objection to the application within 14 days of the date of its circulation, the application will be considered as approved by the IGWG;


In the event of objections being received from a Member State on the participation of a specific non-governmental organization, the participation of that non-governmental organization will be suspended until the procedure for resolving objections relating to participation of specific non-governmental organizations is agreed upon by consensus;

Send this information by fax to the:

Anti-Discrimination Unit

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Palais des Nations

Room PW-4-025
1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Fax: (41-22) 917.9050
Applications will only be taken into consideration if they are fully completed. NGOs applications must be faxed or sent by regular post. E-mailed applications will not be taken into consideration. 
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