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To the Chair, members of the Working Group, state members, inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations.

I am making this Durban +10 update from an NGO perspective. I do not pretend to speak for all NGOs. I do speak on behalf of several NGOs which participated in Durban, and two in particular, the International Association Against Torture (AICT) and the December Twelfth Movement International Secretariat (DTMIS) which were intimately involved from the beginning of the campaign to hold the Durban World Conference. 
Notwithstanding some of the reports already made, my view is that very little progress has been made on the DDPA since 2001. This Working Group, even with the financial restrictions placed on it, is one of the few actual DDPA recommendations positively acted on. In order to understand the lack of progress in implementing the DDPA since 2001, we must revisit some history.
 WEOG'S Unsuccessful Attempt to Remove “Racism” as an Agenda Item

The UN held two World Conferences Against Racism and Racial Discrimination during the 20th century – one in 1978, the other in 1983. The focus of the first conference was on the official international opposition to Apartheid in South Africa and its kith and kin system in Rhodesia. The 1983 conference addressed South Africa only, as Rhodesia was no more, independent Zimbabwe, standing in its stead. The entire international community participated in these conferences. Who could publicly support such white supremacist violators of human rights? Although, in reality, many of these countries, principally from the WEO Group, found ways to circumvent the “sanctions,” to do business with the racist regime. 

In 1991, using Zimbabwe's independence and the 1990 release of Nelson Mandela from prison as a rationale, the WEO Group launched a short-lived and unsuccessful attempt to remove “Racism” as an item from the agenda of the Commission on Human Rights (CHR). Why did they do this? My view is that the WEO Group, past and current recipients of the material benefits of racism, knew that the focus of such an agenda item must inevitably shift to the racism, the system of de facto white supremacy, in their own countries. 

Unfortunately current events scuttled their efforts. The collapse of the Socialist Bloc led to an influx of workers from Eastern Europe which made the migrant workers from Africa and Asia working in Western Europe superfluous. Few jobs, many workers, different races and the opportunity for owners to manipulate that situation to extract maximum profits, brought predictable results. Reported incidents of racist attacks on “foreign” (read African, Asian, Pacific region) workers in Europe skyrocketed in the early 1990s. At the same time, the US experienced a spike in racism, most notoriously embodied in the videotaped police beating of a Black man, Rodney King, in 1992. SO WEO abandoned its overt campaign and took another tack. 
Dilute the Racism Issue by Expanding It – i.e. Xenophobia and Related Intolerance

Failing to eliminate the racism agenda item completely, the WEOG took the next step. Faced with a proposal from the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to create a new instrument, i.e. a Special Rapporteur on Contemporaneous Forms of Racism and Racial Discrimination, the WEO Group agreed only on the condition that the mandate be expanded to include Xenophobia and Related Intolerance. This expansion had the practical effect of weakening the focus on racism.

Years later, confronted with the demand for a Third World Conference Against Racism and Racial Discrimination, WEOG employed a similar tactic and reluctantly agreed on the condition that the mandate include “xenophobia and related intolerance.”

The Leadup to the WCAR

The NGOs I represent hold that the basis of racism is economic and that racism has relegated People of African Descent to a status of enforced underdevelopment. We believe that key to the eradication of the deleterious effects of racism is development and that crucial to that is the payment of reparations to the descendants of the victims of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and Slavery. So at the first International PrepCom for the WCAR, (Geneva, May 2000), we organized a coalition of NGOs representing People of African Descent to agree on a common goal to be achieved by the WCAR.  That grouping came to be known as the Afro-Descendant Group and was composed of NGOs from across the African Diaspora. Although, we had all brought specific grievances and demands based upon our particular circumstances, we united that three issues would be at the top of everyone’s agenda: 1) Declaration of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade, Slavery and Colonialism as Crimes against Humanity; 2) Reparations for the Descendants of the Victims of these Crimes against Humanity; 3) Acknowledgement of the economic basis of racism.

Durban 2001

In particular, the DTMIS and AICT organized a group of 400 PAD from the Diaspora, both NGOs and individuals, which called itself “the Durban 400.” At Durban we lobbied vigorously and successfully, despite the withdrawal of the US (under the disingenuous excuse of “support for Israel”) and the determined opposition of the remaining WEO members. The DDPA, though a compromise document, still represented a victory for PAD and the African continent. Shortly after the end of Durban, WEO made an unprecedented but, again unsuccessful, attempt to re-open the DDPA.

Post-Durban

One of the few tasks actually implemented from the DDPA was the formation of this Expert Group. However, it has been hamstrung by a lack of funding and, only within the past year and a quarter has it begun to actually visit countries where PAD reside (Not counting a visit to Belgium in 2005). This group, the only mechanism exclusively devoted to PAD, has great potential and, as it develops, can hopefully serve as the eventual basis for a Permanent Forum on People of African Descent.

Durban has been treated like no other UN World Conference. Every prior UN World Conference held a 5-year review. Durban made no provision for it. It was only 8 years later that a review conference was held in April 2009. The US and several WEO countries boycotted it, once again using the alleged “DDPA attack on Israel” as a reason [Note that there is no negative mention of Israel or Judaism anywhere in the DDPA].

The essence of the 2009 review was not on the progress made since Durban. It was a pitched battle to just maintain the actual, original language of the DDPA [see paragraph 1 of the "Durban Review Conference Outcome Document"]. The signal victory of April 2009 was blocking the WEOG attempt to “disappear” the DDPA. And, secondarily, at the behest of NGOs like ours and those of the successful Civil Society Forum which was convened prior to the 2009 Review, a demand was put for there to be a “Durban+10 Review” held.

Another victory in the 10 years since Durban has been the UN Declaration of 2011 as the International Year for People of African Descent. This body took the lead in suggesting a theme, “Recognition, Justice and Development,” and a focus, i.e. Haiti as the centerpiece. It also developed a program of activities. The Human Rights Council supported it by resolution. But at the General Assembly, an unlikely coalition, led by the unseen hand of the US, stripped it of theme and meaningful activities. We are nearly four months into the year and there have been few official UN, and even fewer member state activities to highlight the year. Most of those have been distinguished by their lack of energy. The activities that have occurred have mostly been initiated by civil society. We, along with other Diasporan NGOs have formed an International Secretariat to Implement the IYPAD. A brochure (www.iypad2011.com) of activities is on the table. 

Since 2001, the situation of PAD around the world has definably worsened. Quality of life indicators in almost every category have declined. As the global economic crisis has deepened, racism, as a time-proven tool to cover the causes of that crisis, has heightened. PAD remain the default target of racism. 

What Can Be Done

Finally, there is still a tremendous opportunity to restart the energy that was generated during and immediately following Durban. That energy was significantly dissipated and diverted by the attacks on the US three days after the WCAR ended.  The NGO community has done what it can on our end to organize and keep the spirit of Durban alive. But, in the final analysis, the UN is a body of nations. And it is these nations which will have to implement the DDPA if we are to wage a serious battle against racism and racial discrimination. 

The WGPAD should reaffirm the position it took at its last session, i.e.that the UN declare a Decade for People of African Descent. The theme should remain, as before, "Recognition, Justice, Development." Haiti must  be at the forefront.

The WGPAD should advocate for reparations as a subset of the theme. 

We suggest that the UN create a Permanent Forum for People of African Descent

Funding must be made available to ensure meaningful and consistent participation of grassroots NGOs at these various meetings, etc.


The mandate of this working group must be extended.


 The General Assembly will hold a high-level segment to address Durban +10 in September. This entire Working Group should be a participating part of it. We must mount an all-out effort to have all countries involved at their highest levels. This can catalyze countries to publicize and implement the DDPA, to support their national NGO activities and to seriously begin to address and redress the damage caused by racism to PAD.

Thank you.

