Information of the Government of Georgia on “Soft law” instruments in the counter-terrorism context 

In order to establish counterterrorism strategic, standard-setting documents, on 14 September 2018 the Permanent Interagency Commission on Elaboration and Monitoring of Implementation of the National Counterterrorism Strategy and Relevant Action Plan was created under the Government of Georgia Decree N469, with the objective of determining Georgia’s unified policy in the field of counterterrorism, minimizing and preventing existing threats facing the country, as well as promoting coordinated action of the state authorities, elaborating and in case of necessity updating strategy and action plan documents, coordinating and monitoring the implementation of these documents, preparing initiatives and recommendations on the prevention and fight against terrorism issues. 
The Commission is composed of high level representatives of all relevant agencies responsible for the prevention and fight against terrorism and it is chaired by the State Security Service of Georgia (SSSG). The Commission, relying on the best practices and experience of partner countries and international standards including human rights benchmarks, and in close consultations with respective representatives of state institutions, as well as the civil sector and experts, and international partners elaborated the National Strategy of Georgia on Fight against Terrorism and its 2019-2021 Action Plan, which were adopted by the Government of Georgia on 23 January, 2019. 
The Commission will closely monitor and oversight the process of effective implementation of the Strategy and its Action Plan. By the Government of Georgia Decree N469, the Commission has the authority to request and receive, in accordance with the rules set by the Georgian legislation, the information necessary for its activities from administrative agencies as well as legal entities of private law. Furthermore, the Commission is authorized to establish thematic working groups, as well as invite experts, members of the Parliament of Georgia, administrative agencies, legal entities of private law, international organizations and partner countries, in line with the rules prescribed by the Georgian legislation and in order to ensure better coordination and conduct of its activities, and further guaranteeing incorporation of international standards and human rights benchmarks in the process.
While implementing the goals and objectives set by the Strategy and its Action Plan, the respective agencies are accountable before the Commission. The State Security Service of Georgia as the lead agency in conducting counterterrorism activities in the country is accountable before the Parliament of Georgia and the Government of Georgia. Parliamentary oversight and accountability is ensured by the SSSG Head’s obligation to appear before the Parliament with the annual report. The Parliament either positively assesses the activities of the Service in its resolution, or calls for eliminating deficiencies and/or provides recommendations and suggestions for further enhancing the Service activities. The Defence and Security Committee of the Parliament oversights the implementation of this resolution. So far the Head of SSSG presented four annual reports of 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018 on the Service activities, which were all positively assessed and officially published by the Parliament and the SSSG. In addition, the Head of the Service is also authorized and upon request - obliged to appear on a respective hearing at the legislative body (including hearing of the Parliament, its committees, commissions), give answers to the questions asked during the hearing and present information on the activities conducted by the Service. Also, according to the Regulations of the Parliament, the Parliamentary Group of Trust has been determined as the institutional mechanism to exercise parliamentary control over the institutions of the defence and security sector, including over the State Security Service of Georgia. It should be emphasized that the Group of Trust is created under the Defence and Security Committee of the Parliament, and is staffed with the members of the Parliamentary majority, opposition, as well as the Member of Parliament belonging to neither of them. The Group of Trust exercises control over the relevant classified and special programmes in the defence and security sector.
Moreover, the legislation envisages other oversight mechanisms, including the Court, Prosecutorial oversight, the State Audit Service of Georgia, the Public Defender of Georgia, the State Inspector and other democratic control systems over the activities of the Service. Furthermore, the Georgian legislation grants the Public Defender of Georgia the right to have access to classified information, thus ensuring effective oversight powers of this institution over the classified activities of the State Security Service of Georgia.
Georgia adopted the National Strategy of Georgia on Fight against Terrorism and its 2019-2021 Action Plan on 23 January 2019. The National Strategy aims at establishing the vision of the state of Georgia in terms of prevention and the fight against terrorism and extremism, as well as determining the ways in which the state, international partners, private sector and civil society should operate collectively in order to handle the threats stemming from terrorist organizations, extremist groups and their certain supporters, while relying on the best practices and successful international experience, respecting international standards, human rights and freedoms, and being in compliance with the requirements of national legislation. The Strategy encompasses seven basic directions: obtaining and analyzing terrorism, extremism and radicalization-related information, prevention, protection, preparedness, prosecution, development of legislative framework and international cooperation. The Strategy is based on the national legislation and international obligations undertaken by Georgia, including in the field of human rights. Furthermore, the Strategy highlights the respect for human rights in the course of implementation of respective measures while countering terrorism. 
The National Strategy of Georgia on Fight against Terrorism represent a comprehensive and unified vision and a roadmap of the country on preventing and combatting radicalization, terrorism and extremism in all its dimensions, inter alia addressing the issues to develop and advance the national legislative framework conforming to international standards, human rights benchmarks and responding to modern challenges, as well as maintaining and further strengthening involvement in international efforts countering terrorism, enhancing cooperation with international partners under bilateral and multilateral partnership formats, and continuing the process of adhering to, implementing, as well as participating in the elaboration of relevant international instruments in field of fight against terrorism. 
Furthermore, the Strategy puts strong emphasis on conducting prevention measures, along with identifying the special role of children and youth, as well as the negative impact that terrorism, extremism and radicalization have on women and girls. The Strategy is based upon the whole-of-society approach and various stakeholders including central and local authorities, public-private organisations as well as civil society will be engaged in the implementation of the Strategy.
The Strategy is a public document and has been made available at the official websites of the Government of Georgia and the State Security Service of Georgia
, since its adoption. Furthermore, information on the process of elaboration of the Strategy within the framework of the Permanent Interagency Commission and its meetings has been systematically made available to the public at the official site of the Service
.   
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