
What do we know 
about human trafficking 

in Southeast Asia? 

A lot more than before! 



The days of not 
having the 
answers are 
ending



To understand human 
trafficking, we must study it 
(methodologies exist)

The real experts in human 
trafficking are the victims and 
traffickers 



Tools: 

Sentinel Surveillance
Victim Surveys
Hotline data
Shelter data

Repatriation Data







23% of the sample overall were trafficked, using a pretty conservative definition.

50% were cheated.

7.75% were WORST CASES: Cheating and labor exploitation, and with no freedom of 
movement andmajority non‐payment

33% were victims of labor exploitation.

40.5% of the sample had no troubles – not cheated or exploited, paid, and free to 
leave their workplace at any time.  But…

12% had no freedom of movement or ability to leave their workplace.

30% were never paid for their labor.

n=400 deportees



We know 
more about 
where the 
trafficked 

persons are 
coming from



We now 
know the 
range of 
different 
exploitative 
outcomes, 
which appear 
to be more 
vast than 
previously 
understood







We know more about what motivates people to 
migrate



We know more about where people are being 
trafficked to and for what purpose





We better understand how 
many trafficked persons 
there are and how to tack 
into their networks….

Trafficked persons

23,000

Successful safe migrants

40,500

Exploited persons

33,000
Cheated persons

50,000

Never paid

30,000

Not free to leave

12,000
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We know how they are tricked and deceived and by whom ‐‐
when and where….



PROMISES MADE AND BROKEN
Reported tricks and promises of brokers

Monthly earnings as promised by brokers to 
victims

3,000-7,000 Baht 
(USD $86-$200)

Amount earned by brokers from selling victims 
to boat owners or captains 

10,000-15,000 Baht 
(USD $287-$431)

Amount earned by intermediary brokers and 
transporters

1,500-2,500 Baht 
(USD $43-$72)

Job promised by broker to victim
Usually no specific job is promised.  
Sometimes factory or construction 
jobs are promised.

We know more about how the debt mechanisms work 
that trap a person into an exploitive, slavery‐like 
circumstance





• Effective tools now exist to collect, analyze and apply relevant empirical 
information to counter trafficking responses (both quantitative and 
qualitative)

• We know more about what we need to do to better go after the criminals

• We know more about what we need to do to better help the victims – in a 
sustainable manner

• We know what we need to do to better protect those who are vulnerable

The
Good 
News


