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Legislative/?olicy Measures

His Excaliency the President of Sti tanka has put forward the govamments pohcy
document “Mahinda Chinthana the way forward” which spaciffes clearly the targets on

. the water and sanitation sector up to 2020, Substantial fnhvestments have afrea dy been

made to achieve the set target. It is belleved that the necessary Investments, will be
made in futurs, irrespective of economic or fmancxal crisls that may arise,

tnvest_-ment for Water & Sanitation Sactor

The fallowing table gives the Investment mada In the water and sanftation sector at the
national lavel (Rs, m} In the re«:em: past

Ris very ev:dent that there has beenno Sngflcant budget reduction in ’che saqj;o ,1'

Subsidy schemes

2005 2008 2007 2008 2009 2010 ' 2o 2012 2013*
12,847.57 | 17,124.00 | 21,087.88 | 24,646.88 | 2113616 | 26,288.89 | 25336581 30,7{}4.94 34.5.78.20
* Budgeted o
s 4 ¥ u-.\,’
< Lligets on

Arrangements were made to identify those eligtbla for subsidies and such concessiens *
were grarted to them in the latest tariff revision for water and sewerage services
effective from October 2012. :

The procedure to obtain new water supply conngctions was stmplifled and appilcants
were granted the facmty, if neaded to pay for it In 24 monthly installments,

Communities of the low Incame category, Identified as “Samurdhi beneficiarias” were
glvena concessionary rate for new water supply connactions amcuntmg to Rs 4,000.00 ,
plus taxes w:th 24 lnstaflmenw 'f required. -

to the communities in selectad local authcrltv areas.

It is evident therefora that subsady schemes have increased.over the period to address .
issues of this commuhnity. - : :

e




Other budgetary, monetary & fiseal measyres -

The amount allocated for pipe network extensions was inereased from Rs. 4 m to Rs. 5m
for every Manager ares In order to prov;de more new water supply connections to the:
community,
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"3‘ . Affordability of Water and Santtation Services

The amount charged for households consuming less than 15 cum/month is far_ belcaw

the unit production cost per cLim, 61% of domestic customers copsume less'f
per month. '

Therefore It is evident that the charges for water and sanftation services are affér’dable {
for cormmuntties consuming less than 15 cum per month and that it will not have an
effect even if there is a reduction on social expendifure.

4. Management of utliities

There is no private sector participation ‘of water or sewerage utilities except in very
small Community Managed water supply systems in rural areas.

" Private Sector participation A

o - el
There are plans to 3ecure private 'sector partlc:patmn for .veniures to p:gduce ap_d
supp!y drinking water to the NWSDB who will Tnturn be paid for the quantity suppfleq f_

However there isn't any baing Implemented at present. The nationa) tariff for wa’cer
supply and seWerage servieds is applicab[e thro ughout the country.

5, Debt relief/hail out measures

None have been practiced,
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Ensuring Human Rights Compliances

Impact on water and sanitation sactor

A special assesém-ent on the impact on ﬂnaricial and economlc constraints has not been
made but it Is evident from the number of new water supp!y_ connections taken, that
there has been no impact on the water and sanltation sactor. Pleasa see graph below,

No, of water supply connections provided by the NWsDB
ZQOS ~2012

1587175
1449301, gt

- imaoe  MERSEE

gu7ézz 986605

i g

-

2005 2006 2007 2008 2000  zo10 2011 201z

Water Supply and Sanitation Coverage has been Increased during this period.
impa:it on the most marginalized

All categoties of communities have been identified and drinking water is provided eithe'if

by pipe horne, protected wells, tube wall/Hand Pump System, Bowser supply or Raify
B - * . : N I )

Water Harvesting Systems as appropriate. ;

el i
R [
ety

Documentary evidence

The NWSDB's Annual Reports give detalls of the water supply coverage with réspé?:f‘ib"’

commiufiitles served from pips borne systems, protected wells, Tube wells/Hand Pump
systerns, Rain Water Harvesting Systems etc. Furthermore, the tarfff levied for pipe
botne drinking water supply and sewerage services glve evidence of the specific groups,
Those documents ¢an be seen in the wehsite ww.waterboard.lk under Cor{mrate Plan

Goal No.7. '
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Safeguards to ensure water supply & sanitation facilities for the marginalized

Thare are no restrictions in the proviston of water supply and sanftation faéllitl}es
whether it is disadvantaged or marginalized grodps.‘Concessionary rates are given for
them to secure water supply connections and for thelr monthly bills. Therefofe, s
safeguards are in place to ensure the continued enjoyrient of the human rights 1 Wdtdr v .-

and sanitation in particular for disadvantaged snd marginalized groups, Hauetascan
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8. - Justification
f
Considering the affordsbility of the commuhiw and the conhcessions granted to the
marginalized groups, the tariff for water supply and sewerage facilities is revised from
time to time taking inflation into nénsid'eration with the spproval of the government,

ch'ever,rthe lifeline consumption is provided at & substantially reduced rateto ensure
access to safe drinking water with a view to protect human ﬁghts.

9. Mahhanisms in place, . , ' B m_n for
- ' herefore,:
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Actlon is belng taken to enhance the productivity of providing water s&p'p_tW@ﬁ&‘ﬁ:f i
sanitation facllities, such as reduction of power cansumption, reduction of non revenijd" <"
‘water, etc. with respect to operations. ' '

R

To reduce water wastage, schaol fevel programmes, public awareness programmes end
media publicity programmes are being launched to realize the human rights to water
and sanltation services, ‘ ‘.

10. Peoples’ partic?pation;ln decision making

In the case of the rural situation, community involvement in declsion making takeg;_el(ajg?
from planning stsge up to implementation of the facllities. In some casagthe.
Community mange such facilities as well. - -
In the case of the urhan situation, community nvolvement s available at planning sfageg: : -
The cost of securing servicas Is largely reduced when people take part in such agtfvji;iigs.,;g‘j\ i
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12.

Sustainability
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Sustainability of water and sanitation facilities .

 When cdnstructlng water supply and sewerage fgg::l]iﬁés; thlely" ara .plann-e& for 30 year -

periods taking financlal, social and economic feasibilitias and health considerations Info

consideration with the alm of ensuring the enjoyment of these rights for the present
and future generations. ' |

However, the country cannot afford to pravide universal pipe borne water supply and

- sanitation facliitles. Therefore appropriate methods of water supply and sanitation
* faclllties are made avallable aimed at maintaining sccess, balanced with the Sifb5F

extending services to the un- and underserved population.
Machanisms in place for the operation of facllities

The fund requirement for the proper operation and maintenance of water: and

_ sanitation infrastructurs Is met by the tariff levied on customers, In addition, minar

rehabilitation of these facilitias is coverad from this revenue, .

The investment required for capital works and replacement of aging infrastructure iz

met by the government afong with international financiers, .

_ Human resource/ capacity bullding programmes are carrled outin house, In countyand

by overseas scholarships for the employees providing such services. The s'}giiﬁ!e_ '
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members deployed for the provislon of sich services are essentially those @E&"ﬁ‘a&é L

trade qualifications.
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